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That i It is every Mans Indiſpenſable Duty ce 
Interelt to ſecure Heaven for himſelf; 


BECAUSE | 


Whoever miilcth it, and is loſt, is utterly | 
unclone, and miſerably wretched, and the ' whole 
Worl{ isnothing to him, to help,or comfort him; | 


A MD 
Th: Man that is Sav'd is unſp:akably and Eternally Bleſſed: ? 
LIKEWISE | 
Repreſenting to Conlideration the common | 


and notorious neglects and miſtakes about this 
buiineſls of ſo great Concernment 


The Saving or Loſing SE LF. 
By S. H. the Author of the former 
Guideto HEAVEMN. 


Proximus ſum t gomet mihi. 
Nemo in ſeſs tentat deſcendzre 
Nemg-——- 


—_ 


Nemo ſapit, qui non fubi ſapit. | 


E clo deſcendit Ty@ V4 g%207y. 


- thou oe! wiſe, thou ſhalt be wiſe for thy ſelf ; But if thou 


/rorne$, thou alone fhalt bear it. Frov. 9g. 12. 


—_ 


LONDON, Printed for 4. Churchill in Ave-Mary-Lane | 
and ſold by W, C burchill Bookſeller in Dorſet, 1687? | 
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E PISL1 LE. 
fRethren, my hearts deſire aud 
Prayer to God ts, that you might 
be Sav a, T loug after you all in 
the Bowels of Feſus Chriſt, but 
have great heavineſs aud continual 
ſorrow in my Heart, veing jealons ver 
ou with a Godly jealouſfly, fearing leaſt 
by any means, as the Serpent beentl d Eve 
through his ſubtilty, you ſhould be corrup= 
ted from the ſimplicity that is in Chriſt. 
[ am ſeafible of my great neglect and un- 
faithfulneſs, as to my great work and the 
2004 of Souls; and finding ſome decays and 
loud warninss , and knocks of Death 70 
tell me, that this Earthly Tabernacle muſt 
ſoortly lye down in the duſt, and that 1 
am not like to amend what I have done 
amiſs, to preach more powerfully, pray 
more heartily, and deal more faithfully 


than T have ; I was willing to ſend abroad 
MA 2 thoſe 
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thoſe few Lines, expreſſing my ſeaſe of 
the great danger the moſt are in by the neg- 
left of themſelves. I wiſh that ſuch got 
on good by many wortby labourers among ſt 
them for many years, may now reap real 
benefit by this enſuing Diſcourſe. I had 
many thoughts about it, whether Iſhould 
ſend it dreft up in an exact modiſh way, 
Methodically and Elaborately order d, and 
neatly worded ; But finding care about 
That loſeth the Heart, Life,and power of 
Truths; I was reſolv'd tolet it run natu- 
rally, as coming, 1 hope, from the very 
bottom of my Heart, ſearching as deep 
as poſſibly IT could, znto real and ſound 
Truth, that it might reach to the bottom 
of your Flearts, and do you real good. 
I confeſs, Thawve been too much pleas d 
with Elegant and Eloquent Sermons, 
with Exact , Ingenious, and Elaborate 
Treatiſes. But of late, I fiad, the W; t, 
the Method, the Language, eat up the 
Heart and ſubſtance of the Truth. Ican't 
obſerve ſuch exattneſs this way in Holy 
Writ ; but Miniſters labour much to force 
ſuch coherences and dependencies,as the A- 
poftles and others never istended. Beſides, 
 theTIruths are in themſetyes choiceTewels, 
| | and 
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_ The Epiſtle, 
and all painting, though never ſo rich and 
gaudy, takes off from the luſtre and 
ſhining ſplendour of the glittering Pearl. 
 Methinks , the. moſt, I had almoſt. ſaid 
' the beſt,do but trifle about the great things 
* of God and Heaven : I am willing now to. 
tell you plainly without Circumlocutions, 
and many Apologies, that it's high time 
for you to confider, whether you ſhall ſhortly 
be in Heaven or Hell, and to let you know _— 
that you are toonegligent of looking to your = < 
y 3" os ana whilt you ſeek, pans Ft to = yy 
ſave your ſelves, you are really loſing your 
ſelves to all Eternity. Could I but ſtop 
one Sinner in the way to Hell,' and ſave 
one Soul out of this dangerous ſnare of 
Self-NegleCt, and Self-Deceit, ad Selt- 
Undoing, I ſhould not be-grudge my pains, 
aor value the cenſures aud Y of the 
proudeſt or wiſeſt, let them be many or 
few. I have tco much regarded the Frowns 
and Smiles of Men, which hath done me 
much hurt, and made me unfaithful ; TI 
thank God, I hope Icanſay, T am above 
it, far beyond it. Let the World deſpiſe, 
condemn, if God will but love, ani ſay, 
well done, it's enough, T am ſatisfied- 


#3 _ 
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My main deſign and buſineſs is this, to 
convince the World, that mo are decei- 
ving and defroying themſelves, and are 
not ſenſible of it, nor will be convinc d of 
their great folly and wretched madneſs 
herein. Ton would take it kindly of a 
Phyſician, that would warn and help you 
againſt a dangerous diſeaſe, or a Lawyer 
that would give advice about your Eſtate ; 
and why ſhould you not kindly receive 
Connſel about your Souls? I hope ſome 
will read it, not with a critical cenſorious 
eye , but with areſolution to ſearch and 
find out, whether there be any thing 12 it, 

' what nearly concerns them, and may be of 
great uſe and good tothem. How ſhould 1 
rejoyce before I die, could I hear of any one 
Soul brought out of the broad way of de- 
ſtruction, into the narrow path of Life 
by it. IT am ſo ſenſible of mine own 
dreadful negletts and trifling, and obſer- 
ving the mot very indifferent and uncon- 
cer d about their Spiritual and Eternal 
Eftate; it made me write with the more 
warmth and heat. You can t blame 4 
Man that flrives to ftop the Fire in your 
Houſe, if he cries Fire aloud, and ear- 
zeſtly, and tramples on your Garden and 
> os | Flowers. 
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- Flowers. It's not time to Complement, 
© -or ſcarce tobe civil. Ton will ſnatch 


Poyſon, a Knife, or a Firebrand from a . 


Child that is like to hurt himſelf, 
without ceremonies or perſuaſions, you 
will catch your Child wiolently ont 
of the Fire, without uſing Intreaties. 
Knowing the terrour of the Lord, ſays 
the Apoſtle, we perſuade Men we valne 


not mhether we are accounted mad 


Men, or ſober; it's for your ſakes, 


and Chriſts love conſtrains us. This 
ſhews not wrath, or cruelty, or ſeverity, 
but the greateſt tenderneſs , pity, and 
compaſſion. The more loving and afjeti- 
onate the Mother, the more earneſt for 
her Childs good in caſe of danger. Me- 
thinks , I not only forſee your ghaſily 
looks, and hear your ſcrectches and groans 
on your death-beds; mot only ſee your 
Skull and Pones, and loathſom clammy 
duſt in the Grave, but hear and ſee your 
dreadful cries, trembling and confuſion 
at the great day, and your roarings and 
yellowings in Hell ; and at preſent T ſee 
gon bufie and careſul about trifles, and 
wearing your ſelves with veryVanity 


ſome Laugh, others \/tep; ſome Sing and 


Roar , 
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Roar , others Sweat and Labour 5, Some 
ſear great Troubles, others expe@ great 
Proſperity; and all trifling away your 
time about nothing, when Great,and Glo- 
rious and blefſed things, ſtand before 


by 


Jou, are, nigh you, and may be obtain'd ; 


and therefore blame me not, if T am very 
earneſt and importunate. Tt 's but a very 
little while before you and: Tſhall tye down 
in the Grave. We can't always eat, and 
drink. and ſl:ep, as now we do, great 
changes are coming upon us and yet we 
cant be wiſe aud prepare. It was not 
Zong ſince, there was no knowledge nor 
thought of us, and in a little while we ſhall 
be here no more; poor Worms creep out 
of the Earth, crawl about a little while, 
and into the Earth again, ſome ſooner, 
Some later 5, if we are wiſe we may mount 
up to: Glory, which is the deſign of this 


Treatiſe. 


Were it Gods way, and what would 


prevail, T could caſt duſt on my head, 
rend my Clothes, and fall down at your 
doors, and with bended knees earneſtly 


beg you to take care of your precious ime. 


mortal Sonls, to flie from the wrath to 
come, ana firive and run to get to Glory. 


' 
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T could, beg you with loud cries, till my. 
Throat were ſcorcht, and my Voice ſpent, 


and with Tears of Blood beſeech you. 1 


.am. ſure, Gods people of old, his bleſſed 


Minifters eſpecially, were ſtrangely 3m- 


portunate > how earneſt the Apoſtle, I 


beſeech you, Brethren,by the Mercies of 
God, and in the Bowe!s of Jeſus Chriſt ; 
if there be any conſolation in Chriſt, 
if any Bowels of Mercy, ec. Never a 


. Priſoner beg'd more earneſtly. for -his own 


| Life, than good Paul begs their Lives 


| and Souls. But when we have done all, 


© 1 /4fo IRS, 


 Aerful Miracles, did not work on Judas 3 


| 


neither is he that Flanteth any thing, or 
he that Watereth, though it be Paul and 
Appollo's, x Cor. 6. 3. 7. but God that 
giveth the Increaſe, Who is ſufficient for 
this work ? not Men nor Angels, It's 
the ſame power, that made Heaven and 
Earth, that can rule the raging Seas, and 
overthrow Mountains, that can change 
thoſe Fearts of ours. If Means, or Mer- 
cies, or Judgements, would have wrought 
upon us, and done ns good, we had been 
other manuer of perſons long agoe. 
Chrift's, Preaching, Company, holy Con- 


verſe, ſweet and gracious Temper , won- . 


all 


Ld 


Ta. 4. 3. 
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all the judgements not change Pharaoh 


or his people 5 all the Iſraelites mira- 
culons Deliverances,wonderful ProteFion, 


and Proviſion, nor Gods diſtinguiſhing | 


kindneſs,did not work on thel[raelites: but 
murmur, repine, and inclin'd to Idolatry ; 


God ſays, What could T have done more ? 


what choice Preaching and Praying ; | 
what Heavenly Jacraments and Faſts; |: 
what excellent good Books have been in | 


this Nation ; and yet many,uery any, as 


ienorant, prophane, filthy, and worldly, | 
as if they had liv'd inthe dark corners | 


of the World * How many Sermons 
Preach d againſs Pride, Wantonneſs, 
Covetouſneſs, &c. preſſing to. prayer in 
Families and Cloſets > and yet not move 
one, ſcarce, in 4 Congregation, to one 


COIs ——_ a> «a ws =» 235% oc ww £K$6A.44OA Bs m0 tw 


duty, or make them leave one ſin. | 


1 have often been quite diſcourag'd in 


my Work, finking under the burden, and 


apt to think, Lord, why ſhould I offer Chriſt, 


Grace, and Glory, to theſe ſinners any 
more, that will ſcarce hearken to what I 
ſay, -and if they do, will leave all be- 
hind them, and turn to the World and 
Vanity, and there be alive, and at home. 
That ſuch an Evangelical TOE as 

Hatah 
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Iſaiah ſhould be ſent to make the Fearts 
of the people fat, and their ears heavy, 
and” (hut their eyes. One would think, 


| that was work for falſe Prophets and blind 


| Prieſts. But will not much and often'— 


Teaching prevail ? No, quite contrary, 


the word was unto them , precept upon Chap. 28. 
s precept, precept upon precept ; line upon 13. 
= line, line upon line; here a litth, and 


there a little; that they might g9 and 


| fall backward and be' broken, ſnared, 
and taken. So that I am often thinking, 


we #uſt turn off from the people more to 
God, and ſay, Lord, open theſe peoples 
eyes, ears, and hearts ; T muſt pray, and 
Tou too, that God may bleſs theſe Lines 
to your Souls, and then may they do you 
real good. 

But ſince our great 7 ord and Maſter 
bears and forbears, intreats and woves ; 
and ſince Chriſt is meck ani lowh, kind 
and pitiful ; I cannot but intreat aud 
beſeech you once more, that you would 
confider the things that belong 1o your 
peace , prize and receive them, before 
they are hid from your eyes; I cannot 
but beg you for Gods ſake, who hath #0 


' pleaſure in your death, had rather you 


would 


NY, 
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would trrn and live ; for Chriſt's ſake, 
who would ſee of the travel of his Soul, 
and be ſatisfied, who died bitterly to ſave 


2 Cor. 5. you. Says the Apoſile, as though God 
did beſeech you by us, we pray you in 


Chriſt's ſtead; for the Goſpels ſake, ſo 
full of Mercy and Goodneſs; for your own 
Souls ſake, ſo poor, and empty, and mi- 
ferable,that needs all this Mercy, and will 
be made bleſſed by it. Let me beg you to 
confider your ſelves, is all well at preſent 
with you 2 if ſo, you bave cauſe to bleſs 


| God and be thankful; but if not, can 


you live and die fo * Tou may flight ſuch 
a Meſſenger as I am, and reje my 
Connſel,but God will ſend another Meſſen- 
ger ſhortly, you cannot reſiſt, nor rejef, 
the Call and Summons of Death. Ttis 


 eefje to caſt this book behind you, orread 


# careleſly, or deſpiſe and laugh at this 
warning. This may be the laſt Call to 
ſome of. you 5 God will not much longer 
trouble or barden you with theſe things ; 
his Mercy will not wait, nor his Spirit 


ftrive in this manner. Hear ye the 


Lord ſpeaking to you, as the Apoſile, 
1 Cor. 4:18, fo 21. Some are puſſed up, 
as though 1 would not come to you, 

but 
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but I will come to you ſhortly ; and 


the Lord will hnow not the ny reech 
of them that are puffed up, as Y, they 


were ſomething, when they are nothing, 


and deceive themſelves ; but the Power, 


Truth, and Life of Godlineſs, for the 


Kingdom of God is 20t in word, but in 
power. What will you, ſhall I come to 
you with the Rod of anger and deftruttion, 
or in love t6 Save and Exalt you #Think 


ſeriouſly how it 'twil be 5 Chriſt will COme 


in flaming fire againſt ſome, and to be 
glorified in ſome, and admired. Quwhat 
hand are,'you, like to be found ? Do you 
really look, long for, or love the appearing 
of Teſus Chriit, or do you dread it © Are 
you ready, watching, praying, preparing, 
bleſſed art thou, ſuch a Seruant, Whone 
the Lord, when he comes, ſhall find ſo 
doing. I can but perſuade and intreat 
you, TI can't force and command you. God 
ſeems to be as one gone into a far Conn- 
try, and lets the World alone to them- 


ſelves;hath only appoixted all their works 
and the Porters, the Miniſters, areto yg. ,.. 
warn aud call upon you. Tou may now 34. , 


hear or refuſe, pray in your Families, or . 
net prey 3 ſwear,or not ſwear 5 perſecute or 
ſue 
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ſuffer God lets Men alone at the preſers, | 


only perſuades your to be wiſe 5 ay, but 
God will come and call over all, and 
Luke 19. call all to account ; every Servant calF'd 


3-16.16, to an account for every Talent. It's ſaid, | 
ay 20. 9. he went into a far Country for 4 long time, 


that is, it ſeems ſo to us, that the wicked 
Servant ſays, the Lord delays his coming, 


and falls to oppreſſuon and drunkenneſs; 


God will come in an hour when he thinks 


Ch. 17,27» 20t, and woe be unto him. As it Was ; 


28. in the days of Noah, they did eat, they 
drank, they Married Wives , unt#ls the 
day z in the days of Lot, they did eat, 
they drank, they bought, they ſold, they 
Planted, they builded, till the ſame day 
tbat it raind Fire and Brimflone from 
Fieaven, and deſiroyed them all, ſe is 
the coming of the . Son of Man. Thus, 
m0jt Mew are taken by Death in the 
midjs of byfineſs. Moſt Men ere buying 
ard ſelling, full of cares; and fears, and 
hopes, and joys, till Death ſtrikes them 
down, and all is gone. Many have con- 
triv'd much for arother year, about their 

7ionſes, their Grounds, their Children, 

and Death ſays this Night, or this Week, 
thou mitt be gone to another place, about 
| other 
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other matters. The Sinner is amag,d, 
quite confounded, and overwhelm'd, as 


| F he never heard of it. Thegood Mar 


ags, welcom Death, and welcom Chriſt, 
and welcom | Heaven ; when Death ſays, 
I muft take away all ; he ſays, 1 am 
ready to be Ftript; it's no morethan [ 
look d and prepar'd for. Good Mr. Jordan 
that had aſſurance of Gods love Forty 


{ gears, ſaid, be would go Ls miles 


to meet Death, as the beSt Meſſenger he 
ever ſaw : Another chearfully let his Soul 
out of his Body, and ſaid, now Angels 
do your work. This is my greatend in 
writing this Book, to perſuade you ſoto 
take care of your ſelves 5 that © when 
Friends ſhall weep over you dying, and 
leave you gaſping out your la$F, and dead, 


| . your Souls may go with Triumph and glory, 
| to better Friends, to mount Sion, tothe 


Cty of the living God, the Heavenly 
Jeruſalem, ad to God the judge of all, 
and to the ſpirits of juSF Men made 
perfeF ; and to Jelusxthe Mediator of the 
new Covenant, and to the blood of ſprink- 
ling , that ſpeaketh better things than 
the blood of Abel. That ſpoke wrath, 
death, and vengeance ; this ſpeaks Mercy, 


. Life, 
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Life, and Eternal Glory. The Lord 
grant, if it be his bleſſed will, that theſe 
following Lines may beſo read, beliees d, 
and pradis d, that you may be thus happy, 
and eternally ſav'd.T leave and commend 
both Tou, and the work, to the bleſſing of 
the great God above, who alone can make 
zt really good to your Souls. 
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"EHAPTER I 
"Gal. 6: 


r a Min think EIT be frail, | 
| © when He 15 [nothing » He aecervath 

- bimſelf 3; | 
But let ever ery Man prove! his own Bork, 

and thexfþll he have rejoycing Ld him: 

' ſelf, ant 201 in audther ph 
For every. Mz an ſhall bear. his ont 

aA ins 39 | 

14 pain Othi ra be more n 
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LED ts ZR _ and og _ 
SAG WT: rat ;| things r r a 

Ws 5 bracd'ts for lead to his 
res Centre elf ; atid the heft® 
SHR things re inoft pleafinig of 

V".. acreptable;/ all Lone tve 
the beſt Houle; Eſtate; Health, and Friends ; 
and fuch- as are wiſe know the Uifference; and 
chobſe what is beſt; =_ refiſe what is bud 


22, 


ow 
; 


Peligious and 


Pant 
4 = of theſe (though moſt, all ſeek hem 
ſelves, yet they are* generally decely'd about 


themſelves, and what'is really; g 
ſelves) 1 was willing to Ho of this weighty, 


a yan _— 
Jeb 14.21, _ 


rain hor 


Boa. and wa « RG in Ok 
i neſs, be throw Fefs Chriſt mounted Js to-F- |- 


_ and matchleſs. pres zand:you through 
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Every Mans Grand Intereſt 
and hurtful ; but that man that is really good, 

if heart and life, is the 
that <h 
Now, tbed 


eth the 


true, 
adfcithere! abs 


for them- 


ſearching, andawakening Subjeft,to de 
all men to look to Netaſelves: ; If felf, that 
Soul and Body of thine be loſt 20 Eternity, | 
what is all the Wailldito thee t though | 


uſands about thee cx" | 


Rank tormented; yoa 


"What NT 


Y Mihers b | 
hs hreouſ- | 


ene, and. nag deceiv- | 
Ever Burnings? | 
, What are Me, matters of this W World, þ 


Ines all down into 


3 14 "3 oF | 


oo te other to You, whether others profper 
ornot, if youare undone ? Certainly,nothing | 
Can; be. more: aecoptable, (if, rightly 
l)-chan;goed-Gountel to. periwage 
_ txuly wiſc,honourablegreat,r C 

y; happy-:- But thei moſt --mi 
hh and their awn'xeal good *; 
; Seniuvak, Carnal; Wordly,, Bodily ſelf 
i ; be the main;-thewr- all;/hence all their Care, 
loughts, Fears; Hopes: 

rows. are;about ;this? falſe lf; and they 
YE delgded and Joſt; roars thus miſtaking ſelt, 


*% - 


Joyes*, =and Sor- 


hey take 


they 


© | 
F: 
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 whether'he ſhallbe Su dor Loft. © 


they are deceiy'd about other matters; taking 


that to be truly good, and on:y good thar 


gratifiesand pleaſeth this ſinfull, ſenſual ſelf; 
ſo their great care is what to Eat, and what 


| to Drink, and what to puton; and chooſe 


and ſeek after the moſt, the beſt of thoſe lower 
things ; and daily, and fooliſhly negleCt their 
Sonls; their main, their only ſelf, and the 


great and good-things that conduce to the 
happineſs, and Eternal welfare of the Soul. 


Therefore, Godin his Word commands men 
off from theſe things below, and charg:th 


Mat 6.19. 
John 6.27. 
Col. 3.12: 


them to look to tliings above. Yet. men, the ; 5oþz 2, 
moſt, the higheſt, ſeemingly the wiſeſt, 15. 


will not be convinc'd of their folly and groſs 


- miſtake; but will deceive and deſtroy them- 


felves, and be undone for ever. May I be In- 
{rumental by this- Treatiſe, to recover and 
T5 put one periſhing Soul, to bring one 

igal home to his true real ſelf, and io to 
his Heavenly Father, to bring hun off from 


| the' Swine and Husks of this World to his Fa- 
| thers Houſe, 'Table richly ſpread, Bread e- 


nough, the fatted Calf; nay, to his Fathers 


| Armes, his Heart and toall the rich Dainties 
and Cloathing and Ornamenrs.,and ſet himſelf 
| on the other ſide of Soul deſtroying danger, I ' 


ſhall be well ſatisfied,and bleſs God for the un- 
dertaking. I cannot pretend toany great At- 


 chteyements ; God is my Witneſs, I value not 


the Applauſe nor contempt of this low ſorry 
World ; my main deſign 1s the Salvation of 


{ yourSonls,and that whilſt I write to you,Imay 


B-3 nor 


4 Every Mans grand Intereſt and Enquiry 


not be a Caſtaway. had the Subject and whole 
Treatiſe in' my mind long before, and only 
choſe this Text to ſuit the matter to.it. God's 
Word carries with it its own Authority and 
Majeſty. 
Theſe words are an Argument to enforce 
that Counſel which the Apoltle gave in 1. 2. v. 
to ſtronger Chriſtians, that -they ſhonld not 
inſult over their weaker lapſed, Brethren, nor 
nero g7l- ſyperciliouſly reject them, - but pity them, and 
C«7e &g-put them broken in joint again. -It s not quite 


TS. cut off,” only disjointcd, confider his Pain and : 


Diſorder, be tender, be pitifull., handle him 
gently, not roughly and rudely. You -are 
Brethren, he is overtaken in a Fault, by a ſyd- 
den and violent temptation 3 he 1s not. one 
that makes a trade of Sin, that wallows init. 


Many Arguments are made uſe of, you are | 


Brethren, Members of the fame Body, Chil- 


dren of the fame Father, and of the ſame | 


Houſhold ; (again) youare Spiritual, this he- 
longs not only to Paſtors & Governours, who 
ſhould above all be Spiritual Men ; but to all 

good Chriſtians, you have the Spirit of Chriſt, 
eel. 3. 12- thek is a Spirit of meekneſs aud tenderneſs ; 
vou have Spiritual Gifts and Graces; you; as 

Ch 14-1-the Ele of God, have put on Bowels of Mer- 
jd Tom cies and Kindneſs ; you are grown,and ſtrong. 
of miſre- The Apoſtle in that 1 Cor. 3. 1. takes [Spiritu- 
cortizre al] for ſuch as are ſtrong Chrittians, and fo 
jclinrr are able and ſhould forbear and bear with the 


A os ;; Infirmiries of the Weak. 
FrilÞ !! 

5 FRG Beſides conlider your ſelves [| gzeond © cenvrer 
Kue. viewing 
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) | therefore bear the Burdens, v. 2. Suppoſe it 
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"whether he ſpall be Sav'd or Loſt. 5 
viewing thy ſelf, you are in the Body, ſubject 
to Sin,to Temptations and falling. You ſhould 


meant of the load of ſin, not ' indulge or in- 
courage them in fin, but Iply healing Balm to ,, 
their Wounds: Chriſt your Saviour came to 5 3h99 
take off this Burden, when they grown, and braided 
| ſweat, and-figh, and ſink, and find it too hea- with fins 
vy, adminiſter promiſes, God revives the & Youth, 
contrite, leaſt the Spirit ſhould fail, 53 1/a. ;;;* 1,,; 
| 15: 26. You ſhould conceal and hide, and Co- yes mip; 
+ ver with the Garment of Righteouſneſs what videnr 

| they lay open; and not upbraid and expoſe$7414m 

them, as wicked Men do. Dez. 

| Letitbemeantof the bond of Tryals and 
| Afﬀfiictions ; and ſo ſhame, trouble, anguiſh, 
| horfor and confuſion, and it may be ſome hea- 

| vy ſtroke from God, may follow and attend 
j their Fall, thoſe call for ſuccour and ſupport. - 

| Pity me, O my Friends, you ſhould weep zon. 12, 
with them that weep, 2s you muſt weep for o- x5. 
thers that cannot, that will not weep for 
themſelves z this tenderneſs and pity to. 0- 
| thers is backt with a powerful Argument, you 
ſo fulfill the Law of Chriſt ;- the Law of a 
meek, loving aid kind Saviour, and efpecial- 
ly- that bleſſed command of: loving one ano- 0 
ther ; anduponthis _ in this in my Text, 
[ For if a Mar, &c.] q. d. He that comparing, 
himſelf with others, -finds himſelf prefervd 
from Evils in which others have been entan- 
g1d, and thereupon becomes Arrogant and 
Cenſorious, and upon ſuch grounds conceits 

. B 3 him- 
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himſelf to be inia; ſtate of Grace and Ts 
he deceiveth himſelf. 


= the Words we have, 


. * A common and dangerous miftaky mnthma- 


ns For if a Man, @c. : + 

2. The proper means to ew that miſt ake : 

_» But let every Man, 

3. A aouble Motgve ro aches to ;his neceſſary 
Duty. 


LY 


T. i pon Tryal he finds all Wilt within, then, | 


ſhall he have regoycing 
2. Good or n0t, every Pay ſhall bear his oW12 
burden. 


1. In the miſtake. The Subjecr' S v8 tale Tg In- 
definitely. be he what he will, eſpecially -with 
reſpect to his Spiritual State. 

(1.) If he be regenerate, then if by reafon 
of his preſent ſtanding, he thinks the degree 
or meaſure of. his Grace to -be Superiour to 
what it is indeed, or that ſuch is his fafety, 
that he may be ſecure and confident he 4s un- 
der a dangerous miſtake. 

(2.) If he be unregenerate ; then, if becauſe 
of his Education, common Gifts, external Pro- 
feſſion, cuſtomary Performance of Duties, or 
on-any other account, he thinks himſelf in a 
State of Grace, a Child of God ..and an Heir 
of Glory, he miſerably deceives himſelf, and 
15 really nothing what he thldiee himſelf to 


be.-- 
y 2, The: 


UN 


| hethief* p pal, be Sad or Loft. 
-12.* The falſe Trdonunt ,. that ariſeth upon: 
ſich grofs miſtakes [foxTe, Ts Has] ſeeme hto. 
be ſomething Wha ſome body). = 
"This may ha 5 bo 
1. The n of others.” 'So a Man may. 
ſeem to be "SE, as Gal. 2.6. they ſce=, 


' others Humble 1 oy are Proud , zealous and- 


lively in Reli ion, that are. inwardly luke-., 
warm, nay, dead, and quite cold. + 
Thus a Perſontruly godly tnay be eſteemed 


| inſome particular reſpedts above what is meet. . 


The Apoſtle was jealous and afraid, leaſt ſome 
ſhould think him better, than really he was, . 


| 2ZCor. 12.6. This hath troubl'd ſome hutiible- 
Chriſtians, that they have been commended. 
| and admir'd above what they: knew they real-. 


ly were. -. : 

But the other is more dangerous and. de-. 
ſtruQtive, . which is what 1 ſhall moſtly pr — 
cute : When a Man ſeems to be truly g 
others, and he is not ſo at all, but falſe of 


Heart : z appear as Angels of Light, but. ceally 2 —. 
are Devils Tncarnate , as ,Chriſt found Judas 13,14,15- 


was, though none ofthe Apoſtles expreſs their. 
Jealouſe of him, but each ſaid, Maſter, 35 it 
1? Not is it Tudas. A man may. ſeem to be 
Religious, and deceive his own Heart, and his 
Religion vain, nothing, a meer. empty ſhew. 


How many thouſands ſuch are there underiag. 


Goſpel Light, that are really nothing, and yet 
appear to others ſomething ? The Lord help 
us againſt-this dangerous delnſion, or we are 
undone. B 4 2. Or 


4 | "Dog Mays m_ mm 
mit, os ) Or be Ws oy 
a, ink it impoſſſk 


grobly deceive t 


Fe 3he trve Stare of the Cale take Gr] he 
is nothing. Whatever others think. of him 
ignorantly , and he. fooliſhly and. wilfully | « 
thinks of imſelf, he is not one grain the bet- | 
ter,, he is really jſt nothing, and ſo will ap-. Þ | 
pear at the great'T Tryal when his rotten emp- | | 
ty infide ſhall be laid open ; no true Grace,nor | | 
love ta God,no forrow for, nor hatred-of Sin, | : 
as vile, or bad, or worſe than the vileſt. 

4 We have the dreadful iſſue and ſad effec; |} : 
offiith Groſs miſtakes, he deceiveth himſelf. | « 
« he Wrong s, he runes and deſtroys himſelf, 

EY 
| 


and "Gnflluivg in - this miſtake and deceit, 

*murders bimfelf, and is undone. ta all Eter- 
nity. 

Ob/er. He that thinks himſelf to be ſome 


what, when he1s nothing, decelveth himſelf. [ 
Here are three Enquiries. ' | 

L. What i is it for 4 Man to think himſelf to : 

- ey Feng. * 2Ers i 8 
What it 1 jo be ponding? c 

3. What e 
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.. whether\he ſhall be Sav'd or Loft. © 
.3- Whatit is fora Man to deceive himſelf? 
..T.; What it is. for a Man to think himſelf to 


be ſomething ? "I 
Anſ. 1. in general. Tt'is for a Man'to have 
Teat and high thoughts'of himfelf : As it is 
aid of Theudas, Afts 5. 36. boaſting'| aiyor 
Ever Tiver bevTiy | ſaying » ſpeaking out him- 


#elf to be ſome extraordinary 'confiderable 
Perſon:; And' Simor Aagnus, Atts 8. 9. iavrdy 


uyeysy Making himſelf ſomes great Perſon : 


Yet, Paul tells him after his pretended Conver- 


fqn and Baptiſme v..21. 22. what really he 


| was,/ that, bis Heart. was not right in the tight: 
of God, and had neither Part nor Lot in that 
'' matkeyy. nay, v.23. tells him he was fo far 
from it, that he. was inthe gall of bitterneſs 
and bond of iniquity : This denotes not on-' 


ly this-to be in him, -as his Original Sin, but 
ſome high degree of fin; and yet Eccleſiaſti- 


| cal Writers tell us, that he was ſo eminent and 
admir d amongſt - the People , that he was 
even ador'd as a God, and a Statue: was ſet . 


up for him in Rozee, with this Inſcription on 


| it, To Simon the Holy: God. Some write that 
| hedid labour to poſſeſs them that. he 'was the 


Meſſias ; the Peoplecry. him up ſtrangely v.10. 
To him they all gave heed, from the leaſt to the 
greateſt, [aying, 'This man is, not hath, but #s 
the great Power of God. ' How far may men £0, 
and dazle the Eyes of the World, and for a 
long. time, v. 1.1.-and. yet be in a dangerous, 


deſperate, damnable condition? Had we the 
extraordinary ſearching fpirit of the Apoſtle," 


might 


'Q 
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? might we not ſay ſo to-many, 'may it not be 
F ſaid to many. of us. Thou haſt no part nor lot in 
p this matter. | | the 
2 More particularly, according to the in- 
tendment, of the Text, it may reſpect one of 
theſe two things. 439%, ; 
1. Degrees: of Grace;  Eminency*- and 
Growth: Aman may think himſelf tronger 
and 1icher in Grace, than really he is, and 
conſequently his Confidence' may riſe above 
bis Strength ;| thus a Man thinking himſelf 
itronger, ;he may take too heavy a burden on 
him, ortaller, may venture into deep Wa- 
ter, to his prejudiceand hurt. | 
A Mans-miſtake in judging, of the degrees 
and meaſure of his Grace, may betray him'in 
three Inſtances. | | 
1. It may embolden him/to:adventure upon 
ſuch undertakings and employments, as-are 
ZM.2.15, above his Abilities. Thus many-ftep out of 
e224 their Callings and Places, as fancying them- | 
par d k 6 
with 1 ſelves born-for higher and- greater” things. 
Tim. 1.7. How. many. do ir 'all' Ages confidently 
thruſt themſelves . into":the miniſtry ' for 
a livelihood ,- and bold, and -high'; 'and 
conceited-z when the' Apoſtle ſays, Who. 3s 
ſuſficientifor thoſe things ? How many could 
anſwer confidently theyare, at leaſt in their 
own thoughts, though in the eſteem of few 
others. David was. of another temper,” 'P/al. 
131, I. ye: heart 1s not baughty , nor mme 
eyes- lofty, nejther do- Texerciſe my ſelf in great 
matters, 'nox tjt:things too high:for me; But — 
. : TRere 


TY © »- a; 1 }_ra © pw FS, wo oo 


"occaſions of ſin. Peter's Confidence carried 


. attainments. We pray lead us not -jnto tempta- 
. tion, and yet lead ourſelves into them. 


| in a Tryal. Peter thought himſelf ſtronger Fob: 13. 


+. whether he ſhall be Sar dor Loft. 11 
there is a great deal in that ſhort Palm, 
that many may be a long time learning by .- 
Heart; though eaſie by Head. | 

- 2, Inadventuring, upon Temptations and 


Mark 14. 


him to the High Prieſts Hall, and there he de- 2050,5x.- 


nied Chriſt. In ſuch Caſes a Man ſhould con- 
ſider his own Strength, and eſpecially God's 
Call and Conduft. When good men fall into 
Sin, It's uſually either from remiſſneſs, when 
2Spirit of Slumber ſeaſeth o7them,' or from 
carnal: confidence ,; preſuming beyond their 


(3.) In bearing the Croſs. Here alſo one 
may concelt his Strength more than he finds it 


than he was ; though all forſake, yet nor 1, 13%» 37: 
will dye with, and for thee ;, and ſo threw him- - 
ſelf into the.Seas , had not his Saviour been 
there and help'd, he had Periſh'd. So ſhould 
we'in many a Storm and 'Tryal, for all our 
Strength and Grace receiv'd andattain'd, if 
not ſupported immediately by Divine Power. pov. 24. 
How many find, by their fainting in a Cay of zo. _ «+ 
Adverſity, that their-'Strength-is ſmall, which 
they thought before great. Many: bold and 
beaſting in Peace and Calm, that tremble in 
a Battle, or Storm. | 

-2: But eſpecially I ſhall handle it-here, as 
miſtaking about the truth of: Grace, about 
Mens Spiritual 'Statz-and Qondition; A Man | 
may think that he is rais'd from Death to wen 

WIC! 
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when he is-quite dead in Sins: and Treſpaſſes. 

Fob. $.41. The Jews thonght themſelves the Children .of 

to44 God, when Chriſt told them, they were of 

their Father the Devil, thoagh they: were the 
Rev. 3: 1, Seed of Abraham. T he Chureh of Sardis had IF 

v.16. 17. 2-name that they lived, but they were really | 

dead: And the Charch of Zaodrcea:were ſich 

as God would ſpue out of his/Mouth , ſachr as 

God's Soul abhorr'd as wretched and 'abotni- 

@ nable. You 'may think your ſetves ſure of 
_— ht Heaven. and-yet be excluded ; and yet how 
7" hard is it to'Convince ſuch perſons, | whilſt 

they are alive, till it be too late ? | 

213. What” is it to be nothing? 
Anſ. 1, More. generally. 2.) 

(1.) That is-faid to be-nothing, that is:not 
ICor.8. 4 what it is ſuppoſed to be. -An Idol 1s nothing. 
The Gold and other materials are ſomething. 
In genere entis. But an Idol is nothing.: & e. 
It is not God as Idolaters ſuppoſe. They; bave 
Pſ.115. 5, Eyes, but ſee not, Ears but hear not ;, as blind 
| + , and dead are they that make:them, and thoſe 
" 7.2.18, that truſt in them. Hence 1dols are ſtiled:va- 
nities and lies, & Nihilitates mnyvg, Lev. 
26. I. Sothat if we appear to. be what we 
really are not; we are and may be ſaid to; be: 
juit nothing. Our feigned Prayers, Hypocrt- 
tical Faſts, Vain-glorious Almes, all our ſee- 
ming, pretended good worksare juſt nothing, 
and God will caſt them'back, as Dung an aur 
Faces, and ſuch aWretch may be ſaid to have 
done God no [Service all his Life. God will 
ſay, 1 never knew you, that is, ſuch as youpre-. 
tended to be. f 2, That 


ebetherhe ſhalt be Sov'ais Los" 


(2.) That is faid-to be nothing, which hath 1 5 3-7 
"Hot. that weight and worth in-it, which it's ” _ and 
- thought it had. - Thus the Apoſtle faith Cir- I 
;Eamcifion is nothing, whereas ſome thought it ; Coy. = 
- /abſolutely neceflary to Salvation; as, ind 19. 
.donbt;- many now: a dayes- preſume on their Afs 15.1. 
Baptiſme, and their being led Chriſtians: 
"Alas | all this is nothung, unleſs we have the 
Hearts and Lives and Tongues of Chriſtians. 
- but: that Gods Ordinances are of great 
orth in themſelves, and. a real: bleſſing - to 
them that rightly receive them; but to others 
{ that are wicked, and continue in-their fins, its 
- juſt nothing.-/ As it may be, better they hal Rome. «9: «7 
been-born amongſt Heathens, 'Furks and Ink; 5, 6 
| dels. Whatis the Bible, Sermtons, Prayers, 
Sacraments to' thoſe that believe/not, nor 6- 
bey the Word: ,-nor get good by it? all juſt 
nothing, . or worſe than nothing. 
a: More particularly, as to: thoſe inſtances 
before mention'd. /- 
i. As to degrees of Grace, A: man- may 
thinkhe hath attain'd more ſtrength of Grace 
than he hath, fo that he being ſimply! confi- 
- der he is ſomething, yet comparatively to 
what he imagines bimſelf,, he-is nothing. 
Thus all Nations compar d with God. are faid 7a. 40.17. 
. tobenothing, becauſe they are as a drop of 
the Bucket to the Ocean, .or a-ſmall duſt to 
the whole World: Many flooriſhing gaudy 
Profeſſours may be juſt nothing, to'what they 
ſeem to the World, and to themſelves. 


2. But he that thinks he hath true. Grace, 
and 
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: ;and hath it not, 1s juſt nothing; He hath not 
: ſo much as the root of the matter in him; he 


' t5not the bruiſed Reed, nor ſmoaking-Flax; IN. 


- nor hath the leaſt dram of Grace. -He hath not 


= T . one ſin pardon'd,nor one Dnty of Service good 
+... andaccepted.. Poor Wretch,not the leaſt Life 


or Breathing,but-wholly dead; not an Eye 0- 
pen to ſeethe uglineſs of Sin, or the beauty of 
Holineſs, -nota- Faith as-a grain of Muſtard- 
ſeed. [Though 1/2. 58. 2, 3. they did delight 
ſeemingly] to.-approach to God, and did faſt | 
and afflift theirSouls ſo, that they challenge 
God's obſervance: and owning; ' God in'the 


.. $-». tells them to their Faces, that-it was not 


Hf 
10. 


his Faſt, ſuch/as. he did 'chooſe'and account 
acceptable : And God elſe-where tells them, 
they had not. cry'd. to him:with their Heart, 
when they: howld- and made . a great noiſe, 
ſome returning their ſeem'd-to he, but not to 
the moſt High. How many ſeeming great 
and commendable ſervices were caſt to the 


I 1. 11, Dunghill ?& Multitude of Sacrifices, Burnt- 


offerings of Rams, Fat of 'fed Beaſts, Blood 
of Bullocks, Lambs, and of Hee Goats, 'a 

pearing before God, treading his Courts; Oh. | 
lations, Incenſe, new Moons, Sabbaths, 'cal- 


. ling of Aſſemblies, Solemn Meetings, New 


Moons, appointed Feaſts, ſpreading forth 
the Hands, making many "Prayers ; ; here 1s 
nothing mention'd bur what: God commanded 
and approv'd of ;' here is not mention'd the 
Torn, the Lame; the Blind, the Female; 
but the Far, the beſt ; and yet becauſe the po 

bits ons 


whether he [bali be Sav'd ar Loſt... 


| ſons were not really good and ſincere and pure 


that did all this ; how many expreſſions have 


youto ſhew'God's abhorrence and indignati- 
on, 2Sit it, were againſt Swearing, and; Drun- 


kenneſs, To.whae purpoſe 35 it, that is, tonone 


at*all, you looſe your pains and time. I am 
Fll, of them, that is, ſo to loath themand caſt 


them ont; / delight not jn them, there 15,a Met- 


- os. F-abborre them, who hath required this, 


might they not have anſwer'd, Lord, thou haſt 
commanded it, Ay. but not from ſuch Perſons. 


'God ſays elſe-where, What haſt thou to. do.to If-50. 16. 


take my name mto thy Mouth. They are all vain, 


not 6nly empry and wmprofitable, but, they are an 


abomination to me, 1cannot away Wit. them ,. it 
1s Triquity, you think, it Righteouſueſs and Googd- 
neſs, why it's abominable, wickedneſs, Ay; Soul 
hateth them, that expreſſcth the. greateſt in- 
dignation and abhorrence ; .nay ,. thcy- are- @ 
trouble unto me, you think you pleaſe m2, 1 am 
weary to hear their, You -hope 1 will behold and 


fe, hear and tity," no, Twill vide mine Eyes, and 


ſtop mine Ears, I will not hear what can be ſagd 
more to convince a people of their folly and 7:i- 
ſtake in deceiving themſelves this way, Should 
one ſay to ſome, your {wcartng and curling, 
afid drunkenneſs, and uncleanneſs is an abo- 
mfatidf to God; or your Idlencſs and Pride 
and Covetouſneſs God's Sonl abtorrs, they 
may belieye.. us; but ſhould we ſay, your 
Preaching, your. hearing many Sermons, your 
Prayers! your. Sacraments, 2re 2n aDoMINation 
to the Lord, he 1f weary to hear th:m, be 
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hides his Eyes, he will not hear you, how. an- 
. gry would many be? . What more. horrid 
than Murder? more , contemptible. than. a 
Dogs Neck ? eſpecially "if offer'd- to..Gbd; 
-what” more, abominabſe than Idolatry ?nay, 
than bleſſing an Idol ? what more provoking, 
than offering Swines Blood to God? .whieh 
was an abotnination to the Jews themſelves... 
And yet the Prophet from God tells. them 
plainly, that their Sacrifices of Oxen. and 
Lambs. their Incenſe and all thoſe. Services Þ 
that God himſelf commanded, .were' as per- | 
form'd bythem, as abominable as thoſe ſins, 
becauſe they were wicked. Solomon. tells ns, 
that the Sacrifices of the wicked ,, their Pray- Þ 


ers are an abomination to God. Now, he that | 


thinks he hath Grace, and offers to God whar | 
is acceptable, having the form of. Godlineſs, | 
expects the ſaving Priviledges of the. Saints, Þ 
will find at laſt that he is not what he. ima- | 
gin'd himſelf to be, it profiteth him nothing, 


1 Cor. 13. 0ly a ſonnding Brafs and tinkling Cymbal, 


make a noiſe and no more. EE RA 
31y. What is it for a man to deceive. him- 
fois | 5 0h Wes bs | 
* Anſ.” A Man deceiveth and impoſeth upon | 


himſelf, when he believes and judgeth of him- 
ſelf otherwiſe. than the true ſtate of his: Caſe | 
1s indeed: | Pre IE 
This may be more diſtinQly ſet forth; .., - 
(1.) AMan that deceives himſelf, doth, as | 
it were, ſuſtain a double Perſon, both the | 
Perſon of a Deceiver, and the Perſon Decei- | 
| ved, | 


whether he ſhall be Sav'd or Loſt. 


'ved.Every Man is ſaid to be drawn aſide, and 
enticed by his own Luſt, &ftAxouw©T-, x dt- fan. 1.14. 


Aeagomeve: as a Fiſh is caught with a bait. 


There are as It were two parties in ſinful 


Man, there 1s a ſenſual, corrupted, filthy.de- 
ceitful part, that takes part with the Devil, 
with Luſts, the World and all Senſualities, 
and all this is to ſatisfie and gratifie the Body, 
and the ſenſual corrupted Soul ; Then there is 
a part that 15 capable of enjoying much good, 


. real, ſpiritual, everlaſting Good and Happi- 


neſs*% Now that other ſenſual part ſtrives to 
deprive this of its Happineſs, therefore when 


the Sinner is Chang'd and Converted , this 


better part gets Life, ſtruggles for it, and 


» ſtrives againſt the other, By this I underſtand 


the Fleſh and the Spirit, and that conteſt and 
warfare, contending againſt each other ; this 
the Apoſtle excellently deſcribes, Rom. 7. . 
11. &c, and fo takes part with the Spiritual 

part, and ſays, /t's zo more I, but ſia ;, he calls 
the Body the one part, and this 7 my /elf yer. 
ule. There 1s a neceſlity, this ſhonld be clear- 


ly and rightly underſtood ; for the ſame can- 


not. be ſaid to be properly for and againit it 
ſelf, therefore they ſuſtain two Parties. A 
falſe Self, a pretended Self, that 1s the ſinful 
ſenſual part, and a real true Self, and that 1s 
the true being to be ſay'd or loſt, that is ca- 
pable of unſpeakable and everlaſting Happi- 


neſs. The carnal mind, is in the Original 22. 8. 7: 


97011we Ths cap. &+ the Wiſdom of the Fleſh,that 
is cunning,and politick todecelye; Ne 
2, He 
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2. He carries the matter as Cheats and Se- 
ducers uſe to do , what they do' to, beguile 
others, the like he doth to deceive himſelf, 
the ſame not us'd here, as the Apoſtle uſeth 
for Deceivers, peevareras, (Tit. 1. 10, Sedu- 
cers are deſervedly branded, and moſt cry out 
againſt Cheats and Deceivers , let it be in 
Goods, or Words, or Religion ; all ſeem to 
abhorr Diſſemblers and Lyars, and. falſe 
Dealers ; but how many ſpeak againſt them, 
who are the moſt dangerous Seducers to them- .| 
| ſelves? they deceive and are deceived, 2'Tim. | 
272 | 
(1.) A Decelver will bring ſome ſhew or | 
colour of reaſon for what he ſaith , which is 
indeed but meer Sophiſtry. So a Man puts 
Fallacies upon himſelf. Jam. 1. 22. magercyt- 
toperor fevris they fallly ſyllogize : Hearers of | 
the Word ſhall be ſav'd, I hear the word con- | 
ſtantly, therefore I ſhall be ſav'd : No, ſays 
| the Apoſtle, you impoſe on your ſelves, unleſs 
you are doers of the word alſo,you cannot be ſav'd. 
Deceivers commend what they offer you as 
' good, when 1t's naught ; you judge or hope all 
| Is well, when it's not ſo. 
2. Decelvers make large but falſe promi- 
fes. As Ab/4lom, fo do Men what they.would 
i San.15, 40 .1N ſuch places, in ſuch a condition. If the 
3+ poor Man were rich, how bountiful, and cha- 
ritable he would be; if the Labourer had e- 
nough to live without ſweating and moyling 
forthe Earth, how he- would read and pray. 
How many promiſe,it live to ſuch years, what | 
Perſons | 


whether he ſhall be Sav'd or Loſs. 
Perſons they will be, and thus deceive them- 
ſelves from time to time, and never coteto a 
ſet time. Have you not the old wicked Hearts, . 
Tongues, Lives. you had twenty years ago. 
"The Devil hath you faſt enough, as long as 
you are ſatisfied with bare Promiſes and Re- 
ſolutions for the future. If you will be wicked 
ard Idle, and vain to day, and this week, you 
may reſolve tg be good- next year, or ten 
years hence ? Have you not perceiy'd this de- 
celt in your ſelves a long time, and ſeen, and 


.heard it in others, that cry out on their death- 


Beds, they have loſt all their time, and are un- 
done? I doubt not bur. there are many in. 
Hell, that did'refolve'on Earth to repent and 


turn before they dye, and go to Heayen ; or 


elſe theſe Sinners promiſe themſelves Peace, 
Security and Happineſs, though they go on 
in their ſins, and live and dye as they are. 
Whatever God ſays on the word, & Twwinus, 
they curſe, he blefſeth himſelf, and ſays, ES 
ſhall have peace, though I add drunkenneſs ro 


thirſt : nay, they fhall cry peace aud ſafety to 1 Theſ..s, 


themſelves upon the very brink of deſtruttion, 3. 
3. Deceivers- uſe flattering” Speeches; by 


good Words, and fair Speeches deceive . How om. 16, 


{mooth, ſoft; kind, and tender'are the moſt '* 
to themſelves; : nay , admire, applaud, and 


commend themſelves, take all occaſions 1n 


Company to ſpeak ſomewhat of their own 
good works. It's burthenſome to be in the -- 


company of ſome that you ſhall hear little but 


what is againſt others, and for themſelves, 
"G3 when 


TI 
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-when others loath them for it, however they 


14.30.10, pleaſe and deceive themſelves, as they would 
\ have them do to you, not ſee what 1s right 


in them and amiſs, but Prophecy ſmooth 
things ; ſo they deal with themſelves, and go 
out of the right good way. | 

'- Moſt Men are very angry if a Cheat be 
put upon them .by others ,. though it be-in 
ſmall trifling things; about Meat, Money, 
Cloathing, or Cattle; but how many allow 
of Self-deceiving, though it be cheating them 
of the greateſt, the moſt neceſſary things, 
-cheat themſelves of God, and Chriſt, and 
Heaven, and their:-own Souls. 

But how is it poſſible for Men to be ſo mad, 
ſo raſh and fooliſh, and beſotted, as to deceive 
themſelves ; ordinarily it comes to paſs , and 
is effected, 

1... From Self-Deceiving Principles. 2. Me- 
diums- 3. Concluſions. 

1. From Self-Decetving Principles. I mean 
principia incomplexa. The whole entire frame 
of corrupt Nature, as it ſtands in oppoſition 
to the Primitive Integrity and Righteouſneſs, 
in which Man was at firſt created, God made 
Men upright, ' Kceleſ. 7. 19. T1 refine 6 tortu- 
o/z5, plain and ſimple without twiſtings, and 
windings, and evaſions, which the Serpent, 
and Sin brought intothe World, andit's faſt- 
ned in corrupted Nature ; hence .the old Man 


Eph.4-22. jg corrupted , according to. deceitful Lufts, 


and therefore the Man muſt be made new, be- 
fore/t.his wilt be got out. Every finful unre- 
| | generate 
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generate Man decelves . himſelf. Deceit is ark. 7. 
reckon'd amongit the ſinful productions of the 22: 


Heart, unregenerate Men hold falt deceit, Fer. 
$: 5. you may as ſoon get off their Skins, get 
out thew Hearts, nay ſooner than get out this 
Deceit ; it's not only rooted and grounded 
there, but it's almoſt the very Nature and Con- 
ſtitution of a Sinner. He does nothing elſe 
from morning to night, from the; beginning 
of his Lite to the end, but cheat,ruine himſelf ; 
he puts a cheat upon himſelf in all he thinks, 
ſpeaks, and does, in all he enjoys, or hopes 
or, or fears. The Heart is deceitful above 


all things, no ſuch: cheat in all the World, F-r. 17.9, 


no ſuch general univerſal cheat as to Subjects 10 
and Objef&ts; all Perſons wiſe and rich, poor 
and foolifh,. young and old, high and low, 
cheated by this, and in all matters, bulinsſs, 
and concerns. No Cheater ſo.cunning, cloſe 
and inward, fo fair and ſmooth, and ſo groſs 
and open as this Deceiver ; Men ſhall be 
cheated with their Eyes wide open, Ro. x. laft. 
knowing the Judgement of God, yet go on. 
None cheated fo willingly and eaſily , others 
quarrel and are angry, but theie well pleas'd 
and like it ; 'none-cheated of ſuch great and 
good things, and have ſych traſt, ſuch trifles, 
ſuch poyſon, ſuch wrath Hiſtead of it. 
This corrupt wicked Heart and nature diſ- 
covers It ſelf upon every\tura. 
1. In tranſaftions with God. What hor- 


rible collufion do many uſe, to deceive and G2. 6. 7; 


mock him, if it were poſſible. / Men will at- 
GJ -| tempt 


ED 
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_ _ - tempt it, though they know God's all-ſeeing 
Eye is upon them, and nothing can be. hid 
from his ſight ; yet how little do the moſt re- 
gard or ſtand in awe of God ; care not how 
they pray or hear, ſo as Men do not know 
-their hearts and thoughts ; never go into ' 
their Cloſets, becauſe none but God 1s there, 
Mat. 6. 1. at leaſt trifle there. This dreadful 
abhorr'd Hypocriſy that Gad 1s angry with, 
how common in every Heart. Herod preten- 
ded his deſire and intention ' was to. worſhip 
Chriſt, which he us'd only as an Artifice, that 
he might find him out, and murder him, What 
folemrr profeſſions did they make, fer. 42. 
5, 6. appeal to God that he ſhould be witneſs, 
that they would do all God commanded, whe- 

- ther hard or eaſie, when they moſt vilely dif- 
ſembled, ver. 20. 21. and did not obey; and 

at laſt ſay plainly, Chap. 44. 16,17. that they 

would not hearken to God and the Prophet, 

but do what they pleaſe themſelves. God 

ſpeaks of ſome that did flatter him with their 

of. 12. Lips» Pſal. 78. 3445 35, 36, 37- and that E- 
i3. - - pkraim did incompaſs him about with lies and 
: deceit ; as many Lyes. as Prayers. Now all 
this while theſe poor Wretches deceive them- 

. © ſelves, and not God ; he ſays, benor deceived, 

God is not mocked. - Bruitiſh Sinners and Fools, 

Pſ.94s 8.40 He that planted the Ear, ſhall he not hear, he that 
i formedthecye, ſhallbe not ſee? Yes, yes, the 
Lord knoweth the thoughts of man, ' that they are 
vanity. Read but P/al. 1 39. and conſider whe- 
ther any place, Perſon, orany thing in them | 
- - nn I 


Heb. 4.12, 


Math. & 


Wm” 
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ean be hid from God : And yet Sinners 


think to impoſe upon God. 


2. In their dealings with other 'men, - 


they are falſe and deceitful, P/al. 1 2, r, 2. 
Men with their Neighbours ſpeak with flat- 


4 _ tering Lips, and a double Heart. Few, very 


few are real and plain Hearted to one another. 


. 
are ſtill playing their fooliſh tricks, and 


Moſt put the cheat upon others, ſpeak fairer ;p,,. ;» fr 
and ſmoother than they mean. You can ſcarce *wmas ſaid 
know Mens Minds by their words, their loquere ut 
Tongues are ſo far from their Heart. There te videam 


are few faithful Friends to one another ; 
but ſome, make it their whole buſineſs to 
cheat, diſſemble and lye. Very little honeſt 
dealing intrudes, Men have all a deſign 
npon one. another. | 

All Mens deſign and endeavour is ;to 


get what they can from others, and þbogſt 
' when they have got a great Bargain, that 


is, . have given leſs than the Commodity.4s 
worth ; falſe Meaſures, falſe Ballances, de- 
ceits ; many great lies to make up the 
Weight and Worth that 1s wanting. Now 
all this while, theſe know not, yet they 
cheat themſelves moſt. 

3. In baffling your own Souls. In all 
that is ſaid before, in attempting to im- 
poſe upon God, and cheating others, they 
do but wound and' wrong themſelves. He 


it may be 
n0w uEnon 
videame. 


that ſins againſ} God doth but wrong his own pro, g.1aft. 


Soul. They ſhoot up their Terrours againſt 
Heaven, but they fall down on their own 
; | C4 heads, 
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heads, and faſten their envenom'd Poyſon'd 
tops into their own Hearts. But theſe do 
induſtriouſly, immediately, and diretly ſet 
themſelves againſt themſelves ; flatter and 
2 peace to their Souls in a way of fin, 
en God, nor the Word , when their 
Lives nor their Confciences ſpeak not Peace : 
Yet- will theſe ſay, Saul take thine eaſe, 
Fat, Drink and be Merry, all is well. 
Thoſe Souls , if they ſhould be heard. cry 
for Bread, Bread of Life, theſe give them 
neither Bread, nor what will ſatisfie ; nay, 
give them Stones, and Poyſon,and Scorpions, 
Say , why doſt "thou complains thou art 
Rich and needeſt nothing, when the Soul, 
ſays, this I need the more; I need Pardon, 
Prayer, Repentance, Faith ; Chrift nor Soul 
1 am not at leaſure to hearken to thy Call 
Cravings ; I haye a Body that craves, 
"gripes and pinches, 1f I labonr not, 
and get Bread, and this work and way I 
like; but I like not. the way nor the work, 
wherein I muſt get Nouriſhment for thee. 
1 will Hear and Read, and Pray ſome- 
times, if ſome ſhells and ſhadows will 
ſatishe my longings; but I can't ſet to 
ſuch ſerious, ſolemn, Heart-ſearching Wark ; 
the Carnal "Mind cannot pleaſe God, nor 
God his ways pleaſe it. Be quiet, and 
ſtill, I ſhall have Peace though I walk in 
this courſe of Sin. - 
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Secondly, by ſelf-deceving'Mediums cheat 
themſelves. We: know that the figure or 
colotir ' of the  Objet:may be: miſ-repre- 
ſented through the- unficneſs of the Me- 
dium, A ftrait Stick pur into the Water 
ſeems crooked, becauſe of the incqualiry 


of the Medium. If we look through a 
"Red or Green Glaſs, all things ſeem to 


be of the ſame Colour :' Artificial Glaſſes 
Repreſent things bigger or leſs, more 
Beauriful 'or Deformed then they are in 


themſelves. Many aredeceived about their 


Spiritual Eftate, by arming their Souls 
and their Actions, in lying, and delufive 
Glaſſes. E, Gr. -.- wo 

Ii, There is the falſe Glaſs of ſelf- 
Love,. Self is the great Idol which every 
unſanctified perſon. doth Worſhip, 2 Tim. 
3. 2,:3-. uſually all things are: eſteemed 
and judg'd as Love doth direct or incline. 


This is call'd Self-Love, but it's Self-Hatred ; 


Men take the Senſual part for Self, which 
is not the true Self. This ſinful Self muſt 
be denied, or true Self can't be ſfavd: 


The great Conteſt is which ſhall prevail; 


moſt Men are for- pleaſing and indulging 
this Carnal Self in Honours, Pleaſures, 
Sloth, Wantoneſs and Covetouſneſs, Self- 
Love, deceives a Man four ways. 

1. By hindring his ConviRtion, that he 
will not ſee the evil which is really in 


him, ſo he will not think himſelf to be 


nothing, : 
2 By. 
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2, By Aſſuming and Arrogating t him- 


| ſelf that good, which in truth doth not 


- and pleaſe theſinfulland fleſhly part. . 


Gen. 6. $. 


belong to him , and ſo he thinks himſelf, | 


though falſely, to'be ſomething. 
. By contriving and pulling in all, to 


. And by croſſing, denying and hindring 
what will promote the Spiritual and Eternal 


.good. 


(1.) Self-Love will not permit a Man to 


believe that he is ſo bad, as indeed he is, 


will appear in Two Inſtances. 

I. With reſpe& to the inward frame of 
his Heart. 

2. His outward Actions, which proceed 
from his corrupt Principle. 


} , w” 
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1. With reſpe&t to the inward Principle 


and Frame of his Heart unrenewed. It's 
1mpoſſible (until God take the Work into 
his hands,) to convince an unregenerate 
Perſon, that his Heart is bad by Nature, 
as the Scripture affirms it to be, That 
it hath no good in it. Rom. 7, 18. He 
thinks he hath many good Motions and 
AﬀeCtions , that it's full of enmity againſt 
God and all that is good. Rom.8.7. He 
finds thar he Loves God, and loves "much 
Good, theugh nor all. "All that can' be 
ſaid to - Convince them , will but 'enrage 
them, and they are incens'd againſt ſuch 
ſuggeſtion. When Eliſha told Hazazl of his 
Barbarous and bloody Heart, he ſeems to 

- abhor 
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abhor it. 2 Kings, $. 12, 13. 1s thy Servant 


- # Deg, tell ſuch things ro Ravenous Beaſts 


and Monſters; what ! daſb Children, rip ap 
Women , God forbid; I doubt not but he 
fpake them really as he thought. All the 
Prophet "Anſwersz Thox ſhalt be King over 
Syria, thou ſhalt have Power, Provocation 
and Temptation, and then ſee what thy 
wicked Heart will do. 1 doubt not, ſhould 
one: have told 7zdss that he would betray 
his Maſter with a Kiſs, ſell his Lord for 
Thirty Pence, he would fioutly have de- 


nied it. Peter did not know how much 


Corruption was in his Nature. left, that 
Sinned ſo fouly, and deny'd his Maſter ſo 
groſly, with Execrations and Damnings ; 
but Chriſt knew before-hand. Little did 
David think whither a glance of his Eye 
would lead -him to Adultery, Diſſembling, 
Murder, lying in the Sin, ſome. think near 
a Twelve-Month. How is it then with 
PooEY. Un-Converted Sinners 'that have no 


- Light to diſcern this evil? Now becauſe 


they can't ſee this, they can't Repenr, 
nor | bewail, nor” ſtrive againſt it, and fo 
are deceiv d, and undone. 

2. With reſpect ro the outward aflions, 
mooh notorious and groſs, yet have Men 
fight. ang ſubterfuges to deceive them- 
ſelves. + G, 


I. By (enying the Fa, though never 


. fo Guilty, known to themſelves, if not 


0. many abou cm, yet ftoutly deny it. 


af = The 


E7 


28 Every Mansgrand Intereſt and Enquiry 
Prov. 30. The filthy  Harlot eaters. and wipeth her 
20. Mouth, ſaith I have done no wickedneſs. 

See Gehbazsi, I have been no where.” How 
2 King. boldly do Sinners ſpeak to God - af} his 
6, 25- Prophets, and deny what is laid to ther | 

Chage ? God ſays, A4al, 1. 7. Ye haye} 

offer d Polluted Bread: They anſwer, 

Wherein have we' Palluted thee? Godſi 

ſays, Chap. 2. laſt, Tor have wearyed me: 
with your Cries: They anſwer, Wherein 
have we Wearied thee? God ſays, Chap.3. 8. | 

Will a an Rob God ? Ye have Rebbed me. i. 

They Anſwer, Wherein have we Robbed 

thee? They pur God to prove his Charge 
againſt them. Again 13 v, Their words 
have been ſtout againſt me ; yet they ſay, 
what have we ſpoken ſo much againſt 
thee? Alaſs Sinners, our boldneſs and de- 
nying will not clear us, or bring us-off; | 
this may do amongſt Men, nat with God. | 
You find they think to anſwer God boldly 
at the Laſt Day. Mat. 25. 42.&c. When 
ſaw we thee Naked or Sick,: and not Cloathed ' 
gud Yifited thee. 

2. By putting fair colours on the fouleſt 

Ifz. s. 20, PraCtices,as by calling things by other names 

as Good Evil, ay, and Evil Good, as'call-5 

Drunkenneſs good Fellowſhip, Idleneſs 21d 

Slotb, and unlawful Games, innocent <<CT&- 

ation and Refreſhment ; ſhould we a*Wer all 

thoſe as we, paſs along, and ask v- what ſo 

great work have you done, tha need this 


Diverſion and Refreſhment, © ng On 
J 
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neſs, and Earthly-mindedneſs, honeſt thrif- 
tineſs, and taking care of the Family, and 
not be worſe than an Infidel ; call. Carnal 
Sinful compliance with evil Cuſtoms, Faſhi- 
ohs, Company and Times, only Chriſtian 
Pradence and Peaceableneſs. Men have got a 
new 'Name for every Vice; now' is it any 


| thing the better for me, when I amdrink- 


ing down a Cup of deadly Poyſon, and others 
fay, Take heed, and you reply, it's an inno- 
cent Cordial, or it's but a Cup of harmleſs ' 


+ Water : Qur names of things do: not. change 
 thenatureof them; I could give you many 


Inſtances. What though Sa pleaded hard 
and-Jcarneſtly, 1 Sam. 15. What good words, 
v.13. Bleſſed art thou of the Lord, I have per- 
form'd the commandment of the Lord, Ay , ſaid 
Samuel, v. 14.+What meaneth then the. bleating 
ef the ſheep, and lowing of the Oxen. Then San! 
tries another way, v. 15. 'Twas the people, 
#14 they ſpar d the beſt, and that is to Sacrifice 
ro:thy Gody Samuel and the reſt are deſtroyed, 
and that utterly, Ay, but Sal, all this will 
not do: No, no, thon didſt fly upon the 
Spoil, v. 19. Sal ſtill ſtood to it, That 
he had done all well. v. 20. No, no, Saz, 
v. 22, 23. this will not make amends for 
thy Wickedneſs ard Diſobcdience, all good 
Words and Sacrifices are rejected : Well, 


' Saul Confellcth, and Excuſeth, and begs 


Pardon. 24, 25. 1Vay, ſaid Samuel, God hath 
Rejebted thee. v. 26. No, Saul thy Heart 1s 
not right with God. -v, 28. My Dear Friends, 

pleaſe 
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pleaſe not your ſelves with fair pretences, 
all good 'Words and Names will not cure 
a bad Hearc and fowl Attions. | 

Thirdly, by. Extenuations. Groſs Sins 
are ſhrunk into Venial--Slips, Enormities | 
muſt paſs for Infirmities. As of Zoar, is 
it not alittle one? and as Jonathan, I have 
caſted a little Honey, and muſt I dye? My 
Sins are not ſo many | nor- ſo great; 
beſides my Temptations are ſuch -I can't | 

help it; I have a bad Nature, apt to' be 
pathonateand froward, of an hot: conſti- 
| | rution and muſt Drink:; T'am weak and Þþ 

+ \ fick, and cant Work; 1 am unlearned, | 

and can't Read and Pray ; And thus many 
ways do all Sinners excuſe, and 'lefſen Þ 
their Faules; and inſtead of Sorrow and 
Amendment, they plead fo# them, - or not | 
againſt them; they will caſt che blame on | 
Ger. 2. others, as Adam on Eve, and Eve on the 
Devil, but for all that they both ſuffer'd | 
deeply : Some caſt it on the Muſes; it's 
true, they may neglect to give warning 
and ſpeak plainly, and your Blood may 
be requird of their hands; ay, but for | 

Ezzk.3.18all that you ſhall dye in your Sins. What | 

ſhall be ſaid or done to convince the moſt 

of this horrid groſs ſelf-undoing deceit? 

Many ſay , my Parents bred me -not to 

Learning 3 had they not put you to workand 

Trade, would you therefore ſtand, and ſay; 

1 will not Labour. Men are not fo | 

eafily cheated about the matters of this *' 

| World, 
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World, and the things of this ſhort frail 
Life- - 

Secondly , Self-Love will perſwade a 
Man to Arrogate to himſelf that good, 
which he hath no Title to, or to mag- 
nifie every thing beyond its due bounds, 
which hath the beſt appearance of good 
in him: You ſee what Love to Friends, 
Relations , any that are kind and boun- 
tifull ro them, will make them ſpeak for 
them, cry them up beyond their deſerts, 


_ and beyond all what their Neighbours 


know ; it may be they know much to the 
contrary : Thus the filly fond finful Wretch 
fancies great matters, and admires kim- 


' ſelf for little or nothing. E. Gr. 


A Man may think ' himſelf, a ſound 
Chriſtian, a fincere Convert, becauſe he 


{ hath Read the Nature of true Converſion, 
| becauſc he knows there muſt be Faith, Re. 


pentance, hatred of Sin, Love to God, &c. 
but never confiders how either of theſe 
appear to be in him. He miſtakes the 


Picture and Counterfeit of Grace, for thar' 


which is real; as when a Man takes up 
falſe notions of Faith, yet he believes a 
God, ſo do the Devils, and tremble roo; 
He belicyes Chriſt came into the World 
to ſave Sinners; ſo do many that never 
believe- in him, that never Love. him, 
cleave to him, depend upon him, ſubmie 
to him as their dear Husband, Head and 
Saviour, as their King and Lord ; nay 


Glory 


Jn 
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Glory, :and Boaſt of him: Thus ;many 


' miſtake Repentance, when 'tis very. far 


Tile 18, 
Ii. 


from that. 2 Cor. 7. x1. chewing it ſelf by 
thoſe Gracious Effe&As working in them, 
that carefullneſs to pleaſe Ged , that clea- 
ring themſelves of all Guilt, that Indigna- 
tion, againſt Sin and themſelves for it, 
that fear of Sin, and of God, that vehe- 
ment deſire to pleaſe God, that Zeal for 
his Glory and againſt Evil, that Revenge 
againſt themſelves; And thus approving 
themſelves in all things true Penitents and | 
ſincere Converts: What ſmall matters 
content the moft, he may think the ex- 
ternal bodily Exerciſe in Religion to be 


__ enough ; and becauſe he finds Heart-work 


difficult, wholly reſt in the bare performance 
of Duties, which profits little or nothing at 
all, without the power of Godlineſs, that 
bears down Sin, breaks thorow difficulties, | 
and reaches up to Heaven. How many 
Glory and boaſt as the proud Phariſece of 
Faſts, and Alms and good Works ? and yet 
all rejected, Many think, becauſe they 
are Sober and Innocent, and hurt no body, 
though they hurt themſelves continually, | 
that all is well, Much might be ſaid here ji 
to convince and undeceive, were it proper 
to this Head. Not only the Tree that 
brings forth bad Fruit, bat the Tree that 
brings forth net good Fruit , muſt be hews 
down, and caſt into the Fire : Not only the 


Wicked Servant, that waſts his Maſters 


Talent 
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Talent in Ryoting, and Drunkenneſs, and 
Exceſs, bur the Servant that lays up his 
Talent in floth and unprofitableneſs, is a 
wicked” and floathiul Servant, atld maſt 
as unprofitable, be caſt into Hell. It's not 
enough, not only, not to Swear or Curſe, 
or \ ſpeak filthy or prophanely with my 
Tongue., but do I praiſe God with my 


Tongue, and ſpeak to the edifying of 0- 


thers, that the Ear which hears me, may 
bleſs me. - So may I inſtance in all other 
Talents. | i 

2. Another falſe Glaſs. Men deceive 
themſelves, when they view their Spiritual 
Stare through the Glaſs of other Mens 
Opintons of them. An Hypocrite applauds 


himſelf- in the eſteem which he finds with 


others; This the Text expreiſeth by re- 
Joycing in another. John 7. 47, 48, 49. 
Have any of the Falers or Phariſees. believed 
in him? Ye are deceived, ye are Accurſed; 
Thus Men readily paſs Sentence according 
by the Noiſe. and Applauſe of the world. 


| Now this muſt needs be very falſe, at 


leaſt a doubtful, and uncertain Repreſenra- 


' tion. How is it poſſible for others ro 


know, their Hearts; chey hear their Words, 
ſee their Actions, and it may be not many 
of them, at left them that: conceal and hide 
the uncomely parts ; you cover- your De- 
formities, and appear in the beſt Dreſs ro 


5.2 


Fe World, and they know not your Deſires, 
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your Aims, your Ends, your Down-lying, 
your Up-rifing, what you Love ' or what 
you Eat. Some;imes they applaud you, 
for that God may abhor you; How plain 
is that - to the Scribes and Phariſees, Luke 
IG. IF. Ye are they which juſtifie, their | 
Jelves amongſt Men, but God knows their 
Hearts, for oftentimes, that which # highly 
eſteem d amongſt Men, is an Abominetion it 
the fight of God. That we may be thought 
great \Devotion. Strictneſs and- Severity, 
God may know and abhor for Pride and 
Hipocriſie. | 
3: A Third falſe Glaſs. When Men com- 
pare themſelves with others whom they 
Judge . much / worſe. They are apt to 
conclude themſelves truly and ſufficiently 
good, becauſe they are not ſo bad as | 
ſome others: Thus the Phariſce, / am not | 
ſuch a Sinner; nor as the Publican, This 
ſeems directly intended in the Text, 
and intimated again, v. 4. Then ſhall he 
have rejoycing in himſelf, not meerly by 
comparing himſelf with others. Its a 
weak Argument for a Man to prove. him- 
felf good,, becauſe others are very bad. | 
What Help or Relief is it to me, if they | 
miſcary, and I roo; in Hell they ſhall be 
Hypocrices. and unbelievers, as well as 
Drunkards aud Theceves, - and Murderers 
and Rornicators, The Phariſees rais'd the 
reputation of their Sanctity, by vilifying 
others. This ſwells Men with Pride, and 
. _ begets 
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begers Cenſoriouſyeſs and Bitterneſs, and is 
fo far from being a fruit of the Spirit, that it's 
apparently a work. of the Fleſh, and is a 


ſymprom of Hypocriſie. God never. made Mat. 3.3; 


other mens lives a rule for us to walk by, or 4- 
try ourſelves by. The Apoſtle, ſo. gdod a 
Man, adviſes them tobe followers of him, 
no'further than he followed Chriſt, This is 


_ the great, common, and dangerous. ſnare. 


My Neighbours dono more, or not fo much 
as I, Iſce the beſt of my Friends and Acquain- 
tance have their failings as well as I, and fo 


 hadthe Good Men in Scripture. Ifear ſuch 


and ſuch are not right that 1 know, but I 
thank God it's not ſo with me. Ir may be 


| they ſee and think as bad, in and of you, and 


pleaſe themſelves. 
Falſe Glaſs, when Men compare them- 


ſelves with chemſelves, and find that they 2 cor. 10. 


have given over the practice of ſome ſins, 12. 
which they formerly walked in, and taken 


. up the performance of ſome external exer- 


cifes of Religion, which before they lighted 
or neglefted, they upon this,conclude,- thar 
they are ſound Chriſtians ; as when the 
Drunkard refrains his intemperate Cups, 
and prays in his Family, but Partial Refor= 
mation is conſiſtent with a-ftate of Ungodli- 
nels, as weſee in Abad, x King. 21. 27. and 
Herod, Mark 6.20, Sin may be lefr when 


it's not mortfied, we may be weary of the 
World, before we are wean'd fromit. Luft 


may-ſhifr from-one extream to another, Kew, 
D 2 2. 22, 


3 
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2. 22, thou that abhorreſt Idols, doſt thou com- 
mit Sacrileage ; forme turn from one prodi- 
gality, and exceſs. to'covetouſneſs-; others 
from a penurious ſcraping Eife to extrava- 
gancies-and ſpending. 'Some,” their Luſts 
leave them-as uncleanneſs and rioting, be. 
fore they leave them. And yet how many 
deceive themſelves with a little partial a- 
mendment without any real, thorow, and 


4 quatenus yniyerſal change. '' Do not hate fin as fin, 


valet con- 
' ſequentias 


4s one andforhateevery ſin ; 'as he that hates a 
Toad, as a Toad hates every Toad, the 
nearer it comes to h.m, to his boſom, the 
more ſtart from and' cry our againſt it. A 
Swine may be in a clean Paſture, yer the 
nature is not chang'd, but it gets to. the 
Mire, and will wallow in it again. * Where 
this real change 'is, its from a Lion to a 

| Lamb, an heart of Stone made an'heart of 
1 Cor.6.9, Fleſh: 'all old things are done away, and all 
things become new ; ſuch were ſome of you, but 
you are waſted, but. ye are ſanttified, bat ye 
are juſtify 'd iu Chriſt and by the Spirit, clean- 
ſed from all filthineſs of Fleſh and Spirit, and | 
ſanQify'd throughout in Body, Souland Spi- | 
oe Z 

3ly. Self-deceiving Conclufions, when 
Men put fallacies on themſelyes. 

This may be done'two ways. 

1. When the Propoſition they lay down is 
true, but the afſumption is falſe, or they | 
draw inconſequent Inferences from true Pro- 
poſitions, but ftill che concluſion 18'falſe. | 

SE 2, When | 
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2. When they build on falſe propoſitions ; 
asif. they 1 were true. 

I. When the Propoſition, js tru,, bur, the 
Affumption is falſe. e. gr. 

He that: believes ſhall be: ſaved, Poby,: 3.1.8; 
Afts 16.31. and then aſſume, bur 1 belicye, 
and. conclude therefore. I ſhall” be' ſaved. 
The promiſe .is moſt true , but many.err._ in 
the application as to themſclycs , when they 


_ are really deftitute of - tha: ſaving. lively 


working Faith, to which; the promiſe is made, 
Now would Men take P8INg, to ſearch what 
manger. at Faith that is, ;which 1s ſowing;: 


A Faith that worketh by Love, a Faith that aeload-; 


makes things : abſent really preſent ; ſuch re- 


ceive Chriſt as King, Prieſt and Prophet, as 7obn 1.12. 


your Head and -Husbang, .as your Life and 
Salvation, as your All, and reccive power to 
become. the. Sons of God; that is to Love, 
Honour and Fear God as your Father, and 
are made like unto him ; and then on the 90- 
ther hand would they bring their Faith ro 
this Touch-ftone and Tryal, they might find 
it nothing fo, but Preſumpfion and Delufion. 


; So for Prayer, R:ms. 10..13: Whoſoever ſhall 
. Call on the. name of the Lord ſhall be ſaved ; but 


| pray daily, therefore I ſhall be ſaved : - Bur 
then ſearch what Prayer it is that is well. 


_ pleafing :to God, and God to the Soul. It 


muſt be ſincere and fervent, and of the Righ- 

tcous, Pray-and not faint, Pray with the 

whole hearr, not regard 1 iniquity in the hearr. 

{er.29, 12. Te ſhall call and pray, and 1 will 
| WW 3 hearhen ;, 


Prop. L 
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hearken; but miſtake' me _— it's. tot any 
kind of Praying. v. 1 (vall frek me and 
find we, when you foal french ji for we With all 
Japr heart, 

2. When Men lay down that for truth in 
the main Propoſition, whichis indeed falſe; 
and then the ground-work failing, what ſo. 
ever is built upon it muſt needs faft. when 


Men make thoſe Chara'Fers ana' Marks of. 


Gods Children, which-God made not ſo, nor 
will own. Thus Men thorow wilful igno- 
rance, floth, and inconfideration , will run 
theinſelyes into deftrufion , ſay God and 
his word never ſo much;nor ſo plainly againſt 
it, Men are not, fo 'groſs, as to declare, 
they will run e6-Nell, and nothearken to 
God ; though ſome are ſo bold andimpudenr, 
as to declare againſt Gods Commands; and 
ſfay they will not obey. Yet others are 
more modeſt and cunning, and will pretend 
ſomewhat for their ſloth and finfull condition, 
and hope, ar leaſt pretend, all will be well, 
though they ſcarce believe it themſelves. 
Thar ſuch as live under the Goſpel, are 
Baptiz'd, own God, and Chriſt, and the 
Word, hear the word receive the Lords 
Supper, read the Bible, Pray i in their Families, 
ſhall be favd: But I amthe perſon, rhere- 
fore I ſhall be fay'd. Here the Aſſumption 
may be true, and yet rhe Conclufion may be 
falſe, becauſe the firſt Propoſition: gives a 
very imperfect CharaQter of one that is truly 
Godly a1 and ſhall be ſay dz for neither one, 
DP nor 


UM 
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nor all thefe things cogether make up the 
deſcription of. a truly Godly perſan. Theſe 
are great external Priviledges, bu# you 


_ ſcarce believe ſo of many that you know, 


who enjoy all theſe that you judge are Cove- 
tous, Proud, Biſterous, Falſe, Wanton, 
and what not. What think you of f#dac, 
and many others; many hearers of the Pro- 


phets. Ezek. 33. 31.32. 1ſai 5, 8.2, 3. and 


many Followers of Chriſt and the Apoſtles. 
The Word tells you plainly , they were not 
all 1ſrae/ that were of 1ſracl. 

, 2. Prop. That ſuch as proſper in the World 
are beloved of God with ſaving Love; bur 
I proſper, therefore. The Aſſumption may 
be true, yet the Propoſition 1: falſe , and fo 
may the concluſion be. alſo. Becauſe ſuch as 
are hated of God may proſper in the World. 


How many think ſurely, God doth not hate 7/. 37. 


me, ſoastocaſtme off. I go on, and pro- ?/: 
ſper, and wrong no body, though I do not 


pray and read, and repent, and diſcourſe ggicirate 
Godlily as others. This Coricluſion is falſly peccan- 
drawn, Pſal' 53.21. Theſe things haſt thou tum. 


aoxe, or not done otherwiſe as I commanded, 
and I kept filence,therefore thou thonughteFt I. 
was altogether ſuch a one as thy felf, as if 1 
Iik'd thy courſe. Bkt thou art deceivd, and 
that thou (halt ſoon know when I reprove, or 
ſeverely puniſh thee, and ſet all thy ſins in or- 
der before thine Eyes, not one forgotren ; 
therefore take rhe advice, v. 21. Now confi- 


der this, leaſt thou be utterly deſtroy d. 50 
| Ecclef. 
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Eccleſ. 8. 11. Recapſe Sentence againit an 

evil work 1s not execnted Speeaily; becauſe 

Godwdoth not ſtrike down the. Drunkard on 

the Ale. bench, quaiting and ſwearing, nor 

Heb. filled. ! ſtrike the prayerleſs wretch dead, as he goes 

Ree: into his Bed of ſloth and ſecurity , therefore 

| your Heart is fully fer, or carried with full 

Sail, as the 70 underſtand it, or as ſome, Is 

bold and preſumprtucusz that there is no 

danger. Ay, but 12, 13. v. it's their miſtake, 

though he does evil an hundred times, and 

his days continued, yet it ſhall not be well 

with him, nor ſhall he prolong his days;that 

is very long, it's but a ſhadow. But ſhould 

he live an hundred years quiet in ſin, he 

ſhall dye accurs'd , men may be preſerv'd 

So in and deliver'd out of great Troubles, and 

27,:4, Yer rot ſavd from Hell, That was but a 

$7. Reprieve and Temporary deliverance, and 
pardon of that unmerciful Servant 

They that have been long, and ſorely 

2Mlicted , are in a likely way to be ſav'd 

from wrath in the life to come; but I 

am Poor, cr full of Pain, or.crofſt in the 

12.26.10, World many days, and therefore I hope 

3 God, will pity and ſave me. Thus Sinners 

abuſe Gods dealings every way, if they 

proſper and hve long, «then they preſume 

and abuſe his forbearance and bounty ; 

if God ſtrikes them and croflſeth them, 

then they murmure or hope that's all, and 

it's as much as your fins deſerve. It's 

xrue, afflictions are ordinarily attendants 
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on. Gods Children in this Life, God loveth Zzeb.12.5. 


them, and deals with them as Sons, and 
not as-Baſtards, but yet God ſorely Chaſtiſcs 
the wicked in -this Life , ſome drops of 
their ſcalding wrath falls on their heads 
here, before the fierce ſhower of his ven- 
geance overtake them, He does skirmifſh 
with Sinners here, but then poure out 
the- full Vials of his Wrath ; he reſcrveth 
them for the day of Judgement. It's when 
afflictions do Men good, purge away their 
Sins, yield afterward the peaceable fruit of 
righteouſneſs, that they prevent future 
wrath. A Righteous Man falls and riſeth 
azain, bur the wicked fall into the miſcries, 
as : one falling down a Preciptece, or 
ſteep Hill , never ſtop till they come ro 
the botrom of Hell. Alas, you can't think 
your Sutterings can- make amends for their 
Sins; if they could they would not turn 


hence, nor compare between choſe ſufte- x,,4.9.13. 
| rings and that Glory, though they may work 


and fir us for thar Glory. 2. Cor. 4. 17. 
He that doubts not of his good Efftate, 
but finds Peace within in his Conſcience, 
is 1n a good ſafe Condition : But TI thank 
God, I have no rronble, nor ever had 
much ; I.Sleep, and Eat, and Drink, and 
Work, and Laugh, and am Cheerful, and 
know no inward Sorrow or Remorſe:: And 
do not Hundreds and Thouſands more, that 
you ſee nothing in them commendable or 
praiſe-worthy. It's better yau did ſearch 
| your 
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your Hearts, find out your \Sins, were 
troubled. "God ſays, Blefſed are they rh 
Moxrn, that is for Sin, they ſhall be com. 


forted, and Bleſſed are the poor in Spirit, 


and the meek; and bids thoſe that art 
weary and heavy ladey to come to him for 
reft for their Souls, and not find it\in'them- 
ſelves : He dwells with delight in the 
humble, broken and contrite Soul, to re. 
ceive him;and a broken Spirit-is well plea- 
ſing to him: Now their Peace may be 


from ignorance, or carnal ſecurity, or 
hardneſs of Conſcience. How ſad 1s it, 


tha: Men ſhou'd deceive and render them. 
ſelves on this account ; better weep now 
for Sin, then weep and wail and 'gnaſh 
the Teeth in Hell for evyer. | 
Such as ſpeak againſt Sin in others, are 
ſafe themſelves, but I cry not againſt the 
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Pride of ſome, the Covetouſneſs of others, F- 


and indulge himſelf in greater. at. 7. 


begin. Some can ſee a Mote in anothers | 


Eye, and not a Sin ſo big as a Beam in 
their own. You may hear perſons noto- 
riouſly Greedy, and Covetous, and condemn 
others for the ſame Sin. How large is 
appearance on that, Rom. 2. 2, 3. Thinkeſt 


thou, that thou ſhalt eſcape the Fudgement | 


of God, becauſe thou 7udgeſt another. Nay, 
you may condemn that for Sin- which is 
not ſo in others, and you guilty of great 
Sins. Chriſt Condemns this uncharitable 


cenſcrious Spirit, and checks -ir ſeyerely. | 
None | 


UN 


None can think that Chriſt juſtified the 


periſh, that think Gods Judgements juſt on 
others, their turn is coming alſo. The 


| Sabbath-breaking , fpr eating and drinking 


| and ſerve God as other men do, are well 20. 


Religion , and yer not true to, and in his / 


. ferit as to this head, is to beg you to ap- 


4 | 
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Adulterous Woman, only bids them look 
at home ; except jos repent you ſhall likewiſe 


Scribes and Phariſces condemn Chriſt for 


freely with Sinners, &c. 
- I might name many others, as they 
who live honeſtly , ' and pay every man, 2. 19. 


enough. Such as profeſs the true Religion : 
I own the Artictes of our Faith, keep my 
Charch, am againſt thoſe that are nor-of 
my Religion. A Man may be of the crue 


Religion. Pſal. 73. 1. Truly God & good tor, , 15. 
Iracl, wy to ſuch as are of a clean heart. 
alt che Application I ſhall make at pre- 


ply it all to themſelves, ſay 1 am very apt 
to deceive my felf,and be miſerably undone. 
All :I am and have lie at ftake, I am like 
to throw away all. Nay, I am doing it, 
whilſt I am in this body, now caſting for 
Heaven and: Hell, and I fee not only the 
moſtof others, bur I am like to periſh, 
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CHAP. II. 
Part. 2. Ver. 4. But let a Man, &c. 


HE . proper means to .re&ifie miſtake, | 
and ſave our ſelves, Herein we. may 
take notice of, 
I: The Perſons that oughe to make. uſe 
of this Preſcription. . Every man. 
2: The matter or thing, preſerib'd. 
( 1) The at; Lethim prove _ 
(2.) The Object with irs ſpecification, His 
work. and his own work, - | 
Obſ. It's every Man's Duty and Concern- . 
ment to-fprove his own work. |; 
Z7:b. Set , mw We have God's expreſs Charge. for Þ 
Your t, Hep. 1.5, 7. Thas ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, | 
heart on ns faith Jehovah, Copſider your: ways , and Þ 
ata then helps them in this work, conſider whar. | 
____ yourcarriage hath been towards God, and 
what his dealings |have been with ;you. | 
Want of ſerious confideration, is the grand 
cauſe that moſt miſcarry-z. they will, not be || 
at leaſure to fit down and think how 'tis with 
them, - whither they are going, and. whether 
God approves of what they are abour, and 
will at laſt ſay, Well done good and faithfal 
Servant, The Apoſtle uſeth many words, 
2 Cor. 13. 5. Examine year ſelves whether 
you be in faith; alas ! moſt doubt not of it, 
but they are; ay, 9#t. prove your own [elves ; 
and 


ry 


ne 


| you, or own'd by you 'enough, -but Chriſt 
ke, 


or condition -ſoever he be. JMagws, muſt Rom. 13. 


whether his work be ſuch as is from a ſound 


dy, good and bad are apt to be miſtaken, 


thing ; ſome skilfut in other matters; ſome 


- ' whether he ſhall be Saw'd or Loſt, as , 

and again;' kyuow you not your own ſelves ; and | 
irs ſuchigreat concernment, that Chriſt muſt 
be_ in” you, or you are reprobates. Not 
Chriſt's name on you, or Chriſt preached to 


in you the hope of Glory; or elſe you are 
aw not approvd of God,  Repro- 
bates,. caſt away. 

7. The Perſons [every man] of what rank 


prove your own work, and Mins their own 34- 
works, ſo muſt Parents, Children, Maſters, BOY -" 
and Servants. Each muſt mind their Places ;*.;,, _ 
and Relations, and all their reſpe&ive Du- x5, 16. 
tics. SL FE. 

- Bat eſpecially every man muſt prove his 

own work with reſpect to his Spiritual State, 


good Heart or no; whether he bein a faving 
condition, whether he'is like to be fay'd or 
loſt for ever. s— 
Reaſons. 1.Every Man 1s prone ro deceive 
himſelf, every Man hurts and wounds him- 
ſelf, and is like to deſtroy himſelf; all the 
Devus in Hell and Men 'on Earth could not 
do this, if we did not h:Ip on ; now its fit the 
Remedy ſhould extend: as far as the Mala- 


g00d men miſtake and miſcarry much, Bad 
men to all Eternity. This is Epidemical, an 
Univerſal diſeaſe. Some are wiſe for one 


neglett their Shops, others their Catcle, fome 
regard- 
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regard [eſs about their Cloaths, many hurt 
their Friends, but all herein agree, in being 

k apt to delude their Souls, - This runs thorow 

| all Mankind ; Wiſe-men, Learned-Men, || 

Srout-men, Poor-men, Trades-men, all 
ſorts-are buſie in deceiving themſelves. 

2, Every Man muſt do this for himſalf, or 
none can ; others may perſwade ta it, give 
Arguments, Counſels, lay down Rules, but 
each Man muſt do this for himſelf. The 
greateſt Lord and Prince, the moſt dainty 
tender Lady, ſach as have all other things 
done for you, your Houſes built, their Meat 

..- provided, their work .in Field and Houſe 

done by others, mutt do this each for them- 
ſelves; or they; are undone. Others cannot 
love God for us, hate: Sin for us , believe in 
Chriſt for us, do good Works for us, no 
more then they can cat and drink for us, and i 
we liveby it, and get nouriſhment from it. 
The Maſter and Servant, the Miſtreſs and 
Hand-maid muſt each pray for themſelves, 
mortify their own Luſts ; as they cannot do 
it for us, neither can they know how we 
do it, whether in ſmcerity, or Hypocriſie, 
We may be proud or filthy, or prophane in 
our thoughts, in ſplendid duties, who knows 
our Hearts ? Who calls us to an .account 
when we lie down; what we have done: all 
the day, therefore had we great necd to 
look to our ſelves. 

3. Every one muſt give account to God 
aimſelf, and for himſelf; who can anſwer 

for 


UN 


whether he ſball be Sav'd or Loft. 


'for each other at that great and terrible 
_ day. You ſeeevery perſon is ſingled out by 


Death, here one, and there another. No 


. company call d to a(hiſt or Anſwer; a whole 
| Family. or Town layes a ſingle Corps into 


che Grave > andalf go each to their Houſes, 


Man muſt dye for himfelf : David cries our, 
0 Abſolom, my Son, my Son, wonld God 1 had 
died for thee. No, David, no, that young 
Gallant muſt go himſelf, and anſwer for 
himſelf. | 

4. Every Man muſt have rejoycing in him- 
ſelf, or bear his own burden, Every one muſt 
go to Heaven or Hell for himſelf; 1 fhall be 


undone or ſav'd my ſelf, and therefore it's 
+ fit F ſhould cry my own work. 


2. The matter or thing preſcribd, and 
therein, 

(1.) The At buuatin the word imports 
many things. 

(:.) Todiſcern, z. e. upon former obſer- 
vation to make a probable canjecture. How 
Is it that you do not diſcern this time ws 
Duvatire cannot you gueſs thar this 


_ time is. near? Though we cannot fully 
know our hearts and wayes; yet if we are ' 
wiſe and watchful, we may give a ſhrewd - 


gueſs, We do bur gueſs at the diſtempers 
of our Body, and throw in Phyſick. ac all 
adventures ſometimes, but we are ſyreof 


what is good for our Souls, and we _ 
p n 


\ 


| and the naked Soul. appears alone before 
God's Tribunal to give an account. Every 
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find our the Difteinper, and the Cure. 4 
Man that's running behind-hand in his Trade 
may ſeon gueſs ir. But if men will never 
caſt up- their Accounts,” looks: over their 
Shops, &c. then arc they. caſt into' Priſon 
E're they'are aware of it? as many are into 
the Grave, into Hell, and will caſt up nor ac. 
Count. 4 
2. To prove by Trial or experience, 
Lak. 14.19. x, mpevouns Supercar. The Oxen, 
I goto prove them, 4, e. make an experiment 
whether they will work or no. Thus ſhould 
1 go to prove them, i e. make an experiment 
whether they will work or, no. | Thus ſhould 
we try our Prayers by praying earneſtly, 
try our Faith by the exerciſe of it. It's a bleſ- 
ſed thing to have the ſweetneſs of Love in 
loving God; to have the comfort, and evi- 
dence, and farisfaction of Humility . and 
Meeckneſs and Patience, in the uſe and ex- 
erciſe of them? it's much more than all we 
read orhearof it. What is it for me to read 


"of Abraham's offering up his, Son. Iſaac, 


of 7eb's Patience, of David's Prayers and 
Praiſes, and high exaltations of God. and 
his word, unleſs I have thoſe Graces', ard 
can read the ſame Pfalms, with the ſame 
Spirit and Heart. Davidis gone to Heaven, 
this 1s left for me, not barely to read, as 
Children their leflon, but breathe out my 
Soul, in, and with them. Can I ſay, 4s the 
Hart, '&c. So, not only David's Soul did, 
byut-my: Soul now doth thirſt after God, 

: : ths 


*%s, 


whether he ſball be Sav*d or Loſs. 

the livirig God; and fo the 119 Pal. Why 
ſhould you nor endeavour toread it all over 
as'rhe' Pſalm. Or that my ways were di- 


reed, and” my Soul breaketh; or how T 


bye 'thy Law. Would you prove your 
Hearts, your Tongues, your Lives, your 
Graces, your Dutics, try them by uſe and 
exerciſe ; ſee what you can do at the work 
of Cod :Many fad and dejected are ſtill 
looking back for evidences ; do you fear 
your want of Love, love God and Chriſt 
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preſently... The Apoſtle ſeems to be actu- Fom.s. 1. 


| ally exerciſing Grace '\in the preſence of 
 God'; we are juſtified, have peace, have 


acceſs, we now ſtand, and now reJoyce, 
and as to troubles, they work preſent pa- 
tience, and -patience ' experience, xy 
we'experiment it, and have preſent hope 
of furure Mercy, the love of God being 
row in our Hearts. | 


Vs 33 &z 5 


3. To make enquiry in order to ſome i Tim. 3. 


Judgement to be pafſed hereupon. Thus : © 


Candidates of the Miniſtry are firſt to be 944% 
proved, and fuch need ro be qualified for &9%)- 


the* work with Gifts, and ſhould confider 
their own: Abilities, natural or acquir'd, be- 
fore they be tryed by others. Ev we that 
hope for Heaven, ſhould try our Stare and 
Work, before we appear before Gods ſearch 
and tryal. 

'We ſhould put ſearching queſtions toour 


| ſelves; havel competent knowledge, have 
I done my Maſter's work on earth. Am 


| 


SO 


1 Cor. 3s 
I3.14,15- 
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I now ready: to dye, can I upon good 
grounds rejoyce in hope of Glory. If 
you would ſearch and judge your ſelves, 


.you ſhould not be judged ,, at leaſt not 


condemned by the Lord. Paſs. a right 
Judgment on your ſelves ;ſay not all is well, 
when it is not ſo. 


The reſult of theſe Three Heads is his, * 
He that would wiſely, faithfully, and for 


his own good, prove his own work, he 
muſt, 1. Wiſely obſerve. 2. Make experi- 


. Ment; and 3. Truly paſs a Judgement on 


It. 


cal, taken from, 

x. Gold-ſmiths, in trying and proving 
their Metrals. Criticks ſay, the word is 
proper to their myſtery, and that the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt alludes. thereto, x Per, x. 7. The 
Tryal of the Faith more precious. thap that 
of Gold by Fire; when it can bear the 
tryal of AMictions and Perſecutions, and 
that 7am. 1. 12. Bleſſed is the Man that en- 
dureth temptation, when he is tried, Gold- 
{miths prove their Mettals two ways, for 
two ends. | 

(+) By the Fire, to ſeparate. and con- 
ſume the Droſs , and brighten and form 
the Gold: God caſts his into his Furnace, 
and his end is to purge and take away 


ſin, 1/a. 27. 9. That the Inzqaity of Jacob 
way be parged, and this 1s all the fruit to: 


take away the fin.” . Thus ſhall every. Mans 
work be tryed by Fire at laſt. \ (2.) By 


| UM 


4. The word, Nuatimw 1s Metaphori- 


Y ans Kee # 4 —— ' "2 "I P, a 
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-tphether he ſhall be Sav'd or Loſt. Gi 
2; By the Touch-ſtone, to diſcern good 
Mettal from counterfeit , Gold and Silver 

from Braſs' or Copper; The Mettal being 
prov'd, tryed, and found good, is Wriyer, . 
allowed currant, and then hath the Kings 
Stamp on 1t. Perſons that upon trial are found | 
fincere., are Nx 443z, 1 Cor. 11. 19. That the Hruiyud- 
ſincere may be made manifeſt ; that ye may ap- Coy. 
prove things that. are Excellent, that ye 2.1.10. 
_ wk Gre... © po 

2. The Taſte-trying Meats, ſuch as are 
Savoury and Refreſhing, unfavoury, Phil. r. 
910. Abound in all judgement, that you may 
approve ; try or diſcern what 1s excellent and 
good, try the Spirits, whether falſe or ſound; 1Jobn 4.x. 
Prove all things, taſt andtry all things, and Pxa- 
hold faſt that which is good ; and after this C*7+- 
try your own Graces, prove the ſincerity of *7h-5-1 
their Love. Taſte and ſee” that the Lard ETON 
Gracious. NY 
_ "Having taited now the reſult and moral of Cum: 
all this conlifts iv, _ , 
1. A fincere impartial trial upon enquiry, 

Lam. 3. 40. Let us ſearch ,and try our ways. This 

calls for ſerious conſideration from reſolution 

and hearty endzavours, to find out how *tis 

with our Spiritual State; not put it off 
ſlightly, but labour to ſearch to the bottom.” 

Could: Men be brought to this once, there” 

were ſome hopes. Some flight ſuperficial 
Efiquiries you make, but not go to the bot- 
tom ; not as by Fire, not bring all to the 
Tounch-ſtone of Gods Word ; not roll and 
E 2 chew 


7 2 OR. | 
© 2% 
"RE. 
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ding to Truth, when you fin 
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chew it, till taſt whether ' it. be bigger or 
_ 2, An upright paſſing of Judgment accor- 
| | a find. it. drofs ang 
traſh, let the. fire conſume it.;' throw what is. 


filth and rotten. to. the dunghill, - Say, thus. 


I am, and thus 1 do, I amundoge ; I am not 


ſound, all is out of order. - .Say (as. Paul to 


x1 Chron, 
I7. 19. 


another) My Heart is not right with God, 1 am 


in the gall of bitterneſs and bond of Iniquity;, and 
ſet it home, till you feel it fink under it - 
Weep and refule to be comforted. Say, what, 
is all the World tome, when 1 am periſhing, 
falling into Hell. . | + =D 


1 


-. 3, A judicious. allowance. upan.good Ey1- 


dence , Rom. 14. 14. 1 know. and am perſwaded 
by the Lord | eſus, that it's not unclean : When, 
I find I am indeed in the way of God, to hold. 
on, and hold out, and not ſtagger ; ſtand to 
it and own the fault, whoſoever ſpeaks againſt 


'It. I know in whoml have believed and am 


perſwaded, &c. 
4- A Mans approving himſelf, and his 
Work. | | 


I. To God, 1 Cox, 4. 4.; 5.I value not Mans 
judgement, he that judgeth me 1s the Lord. 
How ofren do good Men. appeal to God ? 
David Pſal, 26. begin. Fudge me O Lord ;, thou 
knoweſt thy Servant. © Bleſſed comfortable 
appeal : So did ferimiah,Chr. 12. 3. So Heze- 
kiah, Remember Lord how I have walked; Thou 
knoweſt, ſaid Peter, that I love thee. How _y_ 

& a 


! 
/ 
| 
} 


-doſt'? 


\ whether he ſhall be Sav or Loft. 


. do Gods ſervants ſay, God is my Witneſs, and 


my Record is'6n high. 
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2. Toother Men. "Thus the Apoſtle Paul ' 


often appeals to, his people to their very Con- 
ſciences;as far as they could know and obſerve 
kim, that his deſire was to do them good. 


_ Theſſ. 5.-r, Your ſelves know our entrance ; 


vi5. We us & not flattering words, as ye know. 
We are made manifeſt 1n onr Conſciences ; 
we are bid to keep Conſciences void of offence 
towards Men, as well as towards God: And 
its well, when thoſe that moſt know us, can 
fpeak beſt of us ; the Hypocrite 1s the ſtrangers 
Saint. Will thy neareſt Relations know thee 


to bea Holy, humble good Man ; thy Chil- 
_ know - thy cate over them., watchfulneſs, 


warning, counſel, Holy Example ; and ſo the 


Servants and Neighbours , and thoſe that 


have dealings with you in your Trades and 
Places. ' MT | 
23. To a Mans own Conſcience, 2 Cor. r. 


- x2. This 15 our Rejoycine, the teſtimony of 0ur 


own Conſcience. Some think that it's im- 
poſſible , but an Hypocrite miſt know his 
own Hypocrifie ; how he deals doubly and 
falſely with God and Man. Now then. 
ſhould but Conſcience do its. Work ; that 
would deal plainly and faithfully. It's Gods 
Vicegerent in thy Breaſt. - Say, when thon 


Cum alio 
fit animus, 
dicitiſcien= 
4, cum, 


fe ipſum 


conleientias 


appeareſt to Man plauſible and commend- \ 
able; but whar' ſay'ſt thon Conſcience, is 


all well, art thon fincere' in what thon 


E 2 Secondly, 
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Secondly , The Objett. His own Work, Two 


things muſt come under Trial. + 


1. The ſtate of a Mans Perſon, whether 
ke be -born again or no; whether yet ina 
ſtate of Nature, under the power of Sin, or 
brought over to God. I Cor. 11.28. Let a Man 
examine himſelf ;, not only as to Actual, but 
his Habitual fitneſs. | 

2. A Mans Work. w #gypov. Enallage numers. 
Work for Works. Rev. 22, 12. Icome to give 
every Man according as his Work path been. This 
muſt take in every thing that a Man Works. . 
Whether ſuch Works are wrought in the 
Heart, as thoughts and affeCtions. 1/a. 32. 6. 
His Heart Works Tniquity. Or ſuch as are 
outwardly diicover'd, as his Words; for 
they are comprehended under Works, at. 
12. 36, 37. God judge according to your Words, 
Chap. 16. 2/7. It's according to yuor Works, And 
all his Actions, which are of ſeveral kinds, 
and eyery one of them muſt come under 
'Irial. .. ce. a; 

1. Natural ; ſuch as are Eating and Drink- 
ing, uſing Apparel, Sleep, Recreations, and 
Labour, about our Bodies; for though thoſe 
in themſelves be things indifferent, 7. e. nei- 
ther morally good or evil, in the uſe and end 
of them as they are circumſtantiated, they are 
not indifferent. We ſhould enquire as to the 
matter of Food or Cloathing, whether what 
15 proper as to the quantity, whether not ' 

_ t00 


my 


r 


' "whether he ſhall be Sav'd or Loſt. 
too much Sleep, too much Drink, too much 
Food, as to the Seaſon, whether we mind it 


not as Martha unſeaſonably ; and as her alſo, 


as to the meaſure and manner, whether not 


too much troubled and careful about it ; cn- 11r.6 


uire- whether we do not take too great 
elight in it, promiſe ovr ſelves too much 
from it : We may undo our ſelves about theſe 
carefull innocent things. As more are kill'd 


with too munch good Food and Drink, then 


with Poyſon; ſo more are undone and loſt 


«25. 


eternally by too much care, and deJight about ,, j;.+;; 
thoſe lawfull things, thzn by Murder, or p:rimg vis 


Whoredom, or Swearing : Men are not awar 
of the danger here. Whereas, other Sins 
ſlay their Thouſands, this Worldlineſs kitls 
its Ten Thouſands. Now Men judge this 
Sin in coveting what 1s others; bnt I may 
have an Earthly Heart, and make up a 
Worldly Life by Worldly Cares and Fears, 
and Deſires, and Hopes and Griefs, though it 
be abont mine own Eſtate. 

2. Civil, as about our Calling, Tranſatt- 
ions, Relations &c. Here we muſt try our 
Work, whether we follow our Imployment 
in obedience to Gods Command ; whether 


.we are juſt and upright in our dealings, and 


dare not wrong ; whether we are faithful 
and pitiful, and kind to others; whether 
we promote and rejoyce in o:hers good, or 
envy and be-grudge them ; whether we are 
good Parents, and watch over our Childrens 
Souls, as thoſe that muſt give an account ; 

, E 4 whether 
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whether dutifoll Children, Religious Huſ- 
bands and Wives. How many live.together 
only to Eat and Drink, Sleep and Work to- 

"Ep5.5.ult gether, and not to Love together,' to Pray 

ch,6, beg. together. What a dreadfull meeting will 

Col. 3.ult. there be between wicked Parents and ungodly 

Eh.4. bez. Children, between .carnal* Husbands and 

Wives , that it may be are living to each 
other, and to their Children, but, no Love to 
God, nor toward others Souls : _ Live years - 
together , and not | one word of God or 
Heaven, or enquiry about each others Souls. 
Pid Gods Word take place, - what Bleſled 
Magiſtrates, Miniſters, Parents , Children, 
Maſters and Servants ſhould we have. If 
God ſhould ſend a Meſlenger to enquire in 
Towns, Pariſhes and Families, how matters 
ſtand, what they do and ſpeak all day, How 
few can give a plaulible account to a ſelf- 
judicious Man, with a great and terrible 
Meſlenger (I mean Death is coming, and he 
will not knock at door and crave admiſſion, 
but will break in and drag yon forth before 
the great God, and then and there muſt you 
gIvCan account. 

3. Sinful. Theſe muſt never be appro- 
ved, but muſt be ſearched out to promote 

5 our Repentance ; but we ſhould bring them 

Fohu 3-279 the Light, that they may appear to' be 

04 evil, and be excecding ſinful , and be re- 

proved. We ſhould aggravate our ſins, and 

lye low before the Lord, be aſham'd and 
confounded, God is yery angry, when pe 

IDS 2 Wl 


J 
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will not ſay, what have I done? Thon * 


- fayeſt, I have not ſinned, I am innocent. Fer.2. 35. 


Says God,l heark'ned and heard, no man that <#-3-6. 
repented. Were they aſhamed ? God an- 
ſwers, Nay, they were not at all aſhamed. 
[This- ts our great - work to' ſearch -out any 
ſecret, wickedneſs , hide and conceal none; 
to judge and condemn our ſelves, that we 
may not be condemned of the Lord. Da- 
vid and -Aſaph, and other good Men's fins 


| kept them humble and broken all their 


days. , 1 have them ſtill in mine Eye, and 
am humbled. - Thus you may make a good 
aſe and improvement of ſuch bad work, 
the more to condemn your ſelves, and ju- 
ſtifie-God, advance for Grace, and admire 
and prize Chriſt Jeſus. 

4. Good works, Here we ſhonld en- 
quire - whether our works be good, whe- 
ther for matter and manner right, whe- 
ther we are conſtant, and ſteadfaſt, and a- 
bounding, chearful and ſincere in doing dyumixer- 
good, Here we are to' enquire not - only ,&9- 
that it's done, but how, Rom. 12. 8. He without 
that giveth let him do it with ſimplicity , he Eypecriſy. 
that 'ruleth , with diligence, he that fheweth CeovTes 
mercy, with chearfulneſs. Let love be without. her burn- 
diſſimulation, ver. 11. Not ſloathful in buſineſs, 5: 
fervent in ſpirit, ſerving the Lord , ver. 12: 
rejoycing in hope, patient is tribulation , con 
tnuing inſtant in prayer, mpamapregsvre from 
*eTQ-, {trong in Prayer. | 


CHAP. 


þ 
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CHAP. III. 


HE Third Part of the Text 'is a two- 

fold Motive to perſwade Men to make 

uſe of this Preſcription , which may ſerve 
as two Reaſons to the Doctrine. 


Reaſon I. An impartial Examination, and 
2C0r.1.12-2 well grounded Approbation of a Man's 
1 Fob. 3 own Work, will adminiſter matter of holy 


5; and warrantable rejoycing in himſelf. The 

word xaizyue from *Av;yv the Neck , the 
Zake 2;, {retching out the Neck, not as an Indi- 
28. cation of Pride, but lifting up the Head, 


railing up Faith, Hope, and Joy ; it figni- 
fies boaſting, and rejoycing, and glorying, 
the Son] filld with inward delight , un- 
{peakable Joy, boaſt of Grace and Mercy ; 
not to aſcribe to himſelf, and deſpiſe o- 
thers. 
(1.) But the Principle or Ground of his 
Joy, .1s Inward and Spiritual, rais'd and 
cheriſh'd 1n him by the Spirit of God, Rom. 
T4. 17. 20t meat and drink,, but joy and peace 
in the Holy Ghoſt. h 
(2.) The matter of his Joy, or the thing | 
wherein he rejoyceth, 1s Internal ,- not n | 
things without him, not in Soul, ' Eſtate, 
good Name, but in a ſincere Heart, holy 
Detires, true love to God ,, and God's love 
to, and in him, P/al. 4. 6, 7. The light = 
i = | Gods 
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Gods Countenance, the Apoſtle ſays, This 
is our Tejoycing, let others ſay in other 
things : The Hypocrite, this 1s my rejoy- 
cing, the Teſtimony and Applauſe of 
70- | Men : The Worldling, this is my rejoycing, 
ke Þ the increaſe of my Corn, Cattle, and Mo- 
ve ſÞ ney; but David, Pal. 17. 14, 15. turns his 
back on. all theſe, menof the World that 
have their portion in this life , their helly 
nd B fill'd with hidden treaſures, fall of Children, 
n's Þ and leave their Wealth to them, and yet 
ly B as if to ſay, Much good may it do them and - 
he Þ theirs. * 4s for me, 7 will behold thy face 
he I and be ſatisfied. 
i- # Now this Joy and Comfort is ſecret, TIOUEY 
d, hidden from the World, ſweet and full, fa- ;,, » 
i- Þ tisfying, and refreſhing ;. laſting Joy, and 1706. r.4 
7, Þ Peace, ſuch as the World cannot give, nor 70.16.24. 
1- & take away. 


>- Þ I. Every Man had need look to him- 

ſelf -in all, becauſe every man muſt bear 

is Þ his own burden ; that is his own fin, the 

d guilt and weight of it, and the fad ef- 

ects, bear the burden, of his account at the 

e | great day; and if found guilty, muſt bear 

the burden of wrath that muſt be laid up- 

» | on him. It cannot be underſtood as if we 

| | ſhould not bear others burdens of weak- 

neſſes and affliftions, that is requir'd in 
V. 2. Baen here Poemey. 

- But I ſhall rather run thefe two Heads 

| into Application, and preſs them as two 

; | Cogent Motives. | Applic. 


'UMI 


RED 
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Applic. More general,” be /perfwaded then 
to look' to your ſelves, and ſee -all'be right 
and well, 'that you are truly good. Tw6 
ns Motives. 

If you- are loſt, and miſcarry, you 
are ' miſerably; irreparably loſt. 

.2. If you are ſound, and fard, you art 
unſpeakably happy: 

. Then know, if you looſe and deceigh 
nos ſelves, the whole - World, Heavei 


and Earth , and: all in” it, -1s nothing 6 | 


you. What are all the concernments. of 

this life and another to me,--if -come ut 
der the wrath of God to all - Eternity. 

- I, There is pana danni. 2. Pana ſenſu 

. Conlider what you looſe, if you des 


vive ant looſe your ſelves. 


1. A {inner Toſeth himſelf-inall he is, Bo- 


dy and Soul, who could believe this ,- that 


any would thus decei ve, and deſtroy them- 
ſelves, he looſeth his :reaſon and under- 
ſtanding; he is at preſent a Fool, - diſtra- 
&ed , chooſeth Toyes, pleas'd with” Fea 
thers ard Bubbles; nay, ſports in Poyſon, 


chooſeth Death and Carling, Wo and ME 


ſery , Prov. 26. 18, 19. As a mad-maiitha 
caſteth fire-brands, arrows ard death, ſo is W 
that deceiveth his Ne etghbour, and thereby: him» 
ſelf, and ſaith , am I not in. Svort? It's'-4 
ſport to this \finful Fa9l to do himſelf and 
others miſchief. It's -a- ghaſtly!: dreadful 
fight to- ſee a- man cut and knock. himfelf, 


719. 10 tear his own-fleſh, as Mad-men. 
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a_ ſad condition 1s that Man, ing 
feedeth on. aſhes, not on,-Bread , a dc- 
PT d heart bath turned bim afrde , that he 
carinot deliver his own ſoul, aor ſay, is there 

4 lye in..my right hand, lia. 44.20. 
UE his Head, not know God and Chriit, 
his Heart not love him, his memory not re- 
in-good , his will not able to. bow and 
fed though for. his own good, but hur- 

.ON as aheaditrong Horſe to his ru- 
ine, his delires pot breath after God, his 
fears not. afraid of . fin. or. judgement , and 

|. his true .'oy, only a little crackling of 


\& 


" 


Thorns. Looſe his Health, fick at Hearr, If. 1 
| RoM«3o1 oh 


unſound all- over, not a ſound. whole part. 
Looſe his Life, quite deady Eph. 2. x, 2. 


palt feeling, <. 4.. 19. know not, nor feel 
| its Wounds, . nor {mell his own. filthineſs, 


na. more than the rotten. bones in your Se- 
pulchre. . Dying every day--towards Hell 
and Eternel D-ath,,.he hath. loſt. his Eyes, 
not ſee, deat and . dumb, what a diſmal 
ſight .is this? A Sinner quite loit as to Eo- 
dy and Soul in. this. life. He ronly ſeems 


that he hates, bat in the mor ning - of the 
Reſurreftion, awakes and there 15 nothi 'NE. 
He Is lofing all this Nees 5nd at Dearth 
ſript of all together: In 01d Age he looſeth 
his: Eyes, his Hearing ,- his: Taſte, &c, 
Death ſends his Harb \engers and fetches 
out part of the: old Houle . and on a tick 
Bed ; death ſpoils: and rends in picces, Its 
| S 


OL 


to..ſee, and hear,..and ſpeak,;. he dreams Iſa. 20. $ 
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a ghaſtly ſight, to attempt toſpeak and' not 
be able, no underſtanding, no memory, ng 
ſtrength to move, gape and 'gaſp, grown 


and ſweat. ;-. that all is ' gone: before the. 


Houſe falls, and then” what a loathſome 
obje&t is a dead Carcaſs, a filthy lumy, 
ſtink preſently , noiſome and. rotten ; but 


oh what is become of the Immortal Sont? 


Can this loſs be expreſt? Can it be re 
pair'd, loſs of all together? What can be 
more poor, baſe and empty than a dead 
loathſome ſtinking Carcaſe. Who would 


buy it for a farthing; nay, who would 


- not give many to be rid of it.' A. Body 
that 'was deckt and gaudy, ſtrong and live- 
ly, pleaſant-arfd beautiful , now deformed, 
weak and diſhonourable, and then they looſe 


all that did accompany it to make it plea- 
ſing and defirable, as eaſe,and ſtrength; and 


comelineſs. Nay, they looſe all the peace 


and quickneſs of the Soul, and have hor- 


rours, and- blackneſs, and fears, and-con- 


fuſions. He-had a wiſe head, a plotting 
Brain, and a fluent eloquent Tongue, a 


grave and winning deportment., all- gone 
and loſt. | 

2. He that looſeth himſelf, looſeth al! 
he had or ſeem'd to have. 


(1.) As Bread, and Drink, and Cloath- 


ing, and Houſes, and Fields, and Friends, 
now a ſmall hole in the Earth encloſeth 
him in Boards, and covers him up amongſt 


the dark Clods. Theſe things Sinners | 
| | g 
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Heaven; ay, but then they looſe all theſe, 
all ſwallowed up in the Grave, P/. 49. 17, 


' 6, 7. they carry nothing with them, 1 73m. 


6.7. 7ob's caſe was ſaid to loſe all in a day. 
How. ; many thouſands loſe more every day 
by| Death? As to Food and Refreſhments, 


KB Dives ſtary'd to all Eternity , not a'drop 


for his Tongue, not: a Crum, that had a 
fall Table, and Cup, and Servants to at- 
tend-; now Worms wait on him, creep o- 
ver him, feed ſweetly on him ; he that before 
ſpake -{o big and loud, that made others 
tremble, nor the Worms afraid of, God 


ſays to the Rich Fool, when he calls for his. 
Soul,then whoſe ſhall thoſe things be whoſe#®* 
 ſoever they were,they were none of his : His 


Barns and Corn were his the Day before, that 
Night all nothing to him.Here we have Divi- 


+ fions,Sun, Moon and Stars, Earth, Sea and Hea- 
| ven, Meadows and Corn-fields, lower Rooms 


and Chambers, Fire and Bedding , Eating 
and Sleep, Acquaintance and Friends, Stories 
aboiit the Times, and other Afﬀairs, hear of 
one great man, another Mans chat ; buſi- 
neſes and matters here and there hear of, 
you think and talk of them ; but even once 
{track dead; what's this World lott and dead 
to: thee, no more to ſee, and know anddiſ- 
curſe. No friends go into the Grave with 
TU; unleſs it be to lye and rot therewith 
7Qu;;; [Fender Fathers and Mothers, no more 
embrace their ſweet, now clammy and cold 

= Babes ; 


3 
faſt here, and let go God, and Chriſt, and 
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© Babes; the Children cry- and roar, and 
pinch'd and- whipt, and- the: tender Mother 
lies; in the Grave with her arms by her {ide 


wrapt up 3n6 more tender Embraces,no more) 


compaſlion,: pity , help; -when fick',- tury' 
them tothe other ſide, whenithroat-ſcorch, 
dry. apply moiſture, give a Cordal to the 
fainting. Spirits, hold'the:aking Head ; but 
when dead, lay you: in-the dark cold ſilent 
Grave; and if weep:over the Grave, it does! 
you then -no good , they return home and 
fright them. Who weeps for the Grandmo-' 
ther. that is dead and rotten. ' How can you 
thus throw away your felves. ? 

Obj.: Bur you will ſay none can prevent this, 
60d Men -alſo thus periſh. fig 

Arn: &h, but they ſhall riſe again Glonous 
and Beautiful, ſtrong and lovely. x Cor. 1 5. 
44 and P#;/, 3. laſt. Who would thus deſtroy 
ſuch an excellent Fabrick as the body is, and 
allits concomitants. 

2, Withall, the Man Jloſeth all Spiritual 
Merctes and Comforts, that were afforded to 
his Soul. Now he 1s weary of Ordinances, 
Sabbaths, the Eible, Sermons, but then: no 
' Pro. 1.41, more-of them; nay the lighting and abiſe 
Heb. 2. 3. lie heavy-on them, to their greater Condem- 
Ch. 19-25. pation : Good Men value them now-above 

Gold, bewail the loſs for a little- time: 
P/al. 42. beg. Yhirſt and Cry, many tears 
are undone without them ; but then not ſo 
muci as Chriit to weep over them, or that 
thou hault known, but now hid, ; 
He 
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2 - 3..;He: lofethiwhat he might have been and - 


had; he; might. have been ſoftned and tender, 
but now harden'd to all Eternity. An hard 


 & Heart is the heavieſt judgement;he was offer:d 
*to be Pardon'd, Heal'd, Purg'd; and Saffti- 


fied. . Now he hath! no more calls, 'no 
more. ſtirrings ofithe Spirit. The accepted 
time, [the: day -of Salvation is over, no 


Miniſters fent after you. to woe and intreat 2Cor.5a 29 


you: No, God! ſays, Rev. 22. 11. Lethim 
that is: filthy be filthy {till, @&'c. I would have 
cleans'd and ſav'd him,and he would not. | O 
dreadfal, to have Luſts raging for ever; it's 
a-mercy to have one Luſt conquer'd here, 'and 


- butthen their Sins they liy'd in will be raging 


andnot fatisfy'd ;there the Drunkards Throat 
is ſcorcht with thirit, and not the leaſt drop; 
the filthy. Adnlterer rage in his Luſt, and burn 
and ſcorcht, gnawand rend his bowels. You 
might here have had precious Graces ; but 


there 1s noFaith,no Patience,no Hope,no Love 


to God and; good ; you might haye had peace 


| In believing, comfort in troubles, but there 


1s/all horrour and amazement : Here Gods 
comforts delight good Mens Souls in affliction, 
but. There is no-relief. You might have been 


a Child of God; and Heir of Glory, now 9-9 


Bleſſing and Prailing God amongſt Saints and *'” 
Angels ; but now you are. roaſting and 
roaring amongſt Deyils. Somethink this the 
greateſt: torment of, Hell, a ſence of the loſs 
of Gods: preſence and: favour. You mighr 
have Pray'd, and. wept, and prevail'd for 

| F Mercy ;, 


L Pt. 17s 
2 Cor. 1.73, 
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Mercy; but Ten Thouſand Tears 'prevail not 
now for one drop of Mercy. '' Loſe -all the 

X precious full and free promiſes and proffers of 

2 Cor. 1. Grace and Mercy. All Yea, and - Amen in 


1.29, Chriſt: All Nay, and nothing without hin, 
Tim. 4-1. All run inthe Channelof Godlineſs, thenall 
- the/Curſes are in the way to Hell. | 
4. He loſeth all his hopes of having it 

better, there was a'time you had hope, but | 

Death i is the laſt change to Hell or to Heaven, 

The Siners hope gives up the Ghoſt with him, 
Jo, 11. Job. 8.3, 4. Hope 'is a bleſſed ſupport to he- 
Ch. 47.8. lievers, were it, nbt: for hope the Heart would 
b; tak; That hope of Glory ſupport men, under 
all affictions in old Teſtament and new.David 
and Fob, and the Apoſtles, and all with them, 
Why art thoy caſt down? *'A Sinner can tell 
reaſon enough, why he is caſt down - He may 
rather ask, why-art. thou ſo merry O my 
Soul, that can'ſt not hope in God. / 'How fad 
is this wretches condition ? 

5. He loſeth-all he does all his thoughts 
all his words and: works, all his pains and 
time, all his worldly Iabour, and all hi 
duties, nor thanks'for all; ſpend his ſtrength 
in vain, care and fear and trouble; 'and weep 
_.and run, and ride and work to no purpoſe. 

6. He loſeth Eternal Mercy to come ; all 
that is in Heayen. O thejoys and comfort 
others have in a God, in a Chriſt, in your 
Father, in their Saviour, and this for ever. 
It's much to loſe a Life here, but what 1s it 


to loſe Eternal Lite ; Whats is the loſs of a . 
Houſe, 


wi whether he ſhall be Sau'd or Loft. © © 6&7 


Houſe, to the loſs of a Kingdom? what the ' 


loſs of a dying Father or Mother, though 
loving and tender, to the loſs of an Ever- 


laſting Father,” whoſe love and mercy is E-. 
* yerlaſting alſo? Doth a Mother wezp at the 
. *Grave ot a ſweet Chud ? Who can with ' 


tears of blood bewail enough a Soul thar 
hath loſt God ? 7/a.54.7, 8. For a ſmall moment om. 5. 4, 


have T1 forſaken thee, ina little wrath I hide my 5. © 
face from thee' for a moment. Says one in the Modlicum 


place, Lord; doſt thoucall thar lirtle, ſmall me vom 


and for a moment, when "thou hideſt thy 5, 
bleſſed face, it's Death, it's Hell, it's Damna- 
tion t Or what 1s it then when God hides his 
face for ever ? 


+ *Methinks you that read this, ſhould think 


and fay.it belongs not to me,God forbid ; yes, 
afthou careleſly loſe,and fooliſhly deceive thy 
ſelf here, thou art the Man. Thou art angry 


' if loſe thy Cattel, thy Mony, thy Houſe, thy 
: Friends; loſe thy ſelf, and that thou boaſteſt 
- much more, yea, all is loſt. 


2, l come to the Second Part. Tribulation | 
and Anguiſh will ceaſe oa Body and Soul too ; Para len- 
could#*t thou dye, be annihilated, fink into #5: 
nothing, it were ſomewhat, but thou ſhalr 
live ta be ſenſible of all this 19, in this life 
and that to come: I ſhall-not multiply 
Heads. | 
> The great wrath and anger 'of God that is 
Almighty will fall on thee, and who can ex- Nahum. :. 
preſs how great that is. Read what God hath veg. 


. done of 01d, hear andobſerve all his dealings 


F 2 " now 
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now with Sinners ; how many ſweat, groan, 


roar,and yet not eas'd, unexpreſſible pain and }. 


torment fall on the Body 3 the eyes fee gaſtly 
frightful objeAts. how dread an Apparition: 


The name and thoughts of the Devil in the - 


dark now make thee tremhle; how can 
you hear dreadful fcreeches and groanes; 


ſome are ſo tender that they can't bear the 


groans of dying friends, or of ſome when 
wounded, and their broken bones are dreft. 
The noiſe in. Bedlam is dreadful ; did you 
hear and ſee an Hundred Scorching in flames, 
roaſting and rack'd as ſome Devils incarnate 


onEartlnow do,beginningHelTorments.You 


can't bear the Tooth-ach, Gout, Stone ; how 
will you then bear Burning Brimſtone, not a 
drop, but Lakes, you thrown into it. | 

But oh/ the wrath and horror that ſhall 
ſeiſe on the Soul ; A woxnded Spirit, a damned 
Soul, who can bear, the gnawing worn of 
Conſcience. All thy Sins are ſo many Devils 
to rack and torment thee; all come to re- 


membrance, thy Pride, Wantoneſs, Hypo- - 


crilie, all Sins great - and ſmall, all thy 
neglefts of Heavenly Duty ; and all this 
can't be recall d, it's too late now to Repent : 
This male Efar cry and roar, Whar horror 
and confufion ſeiſe on you, dreadfull fore- 
ſights and apprehenſions of laſhings and 
ſcourgings. As a Man with a ſore back, 


{hrecks. crycs out, looks back at more ſtrokes 
comng. when Qitruck into the fleſh, into the 
bones, into the Soul; No end, no fſtop- 

; | PINE, 


| UM| 


+ ONY,, DAE IF 


hos 2 \V  we# SS weT hy YU ©. 
= % 


CU ww 


.* We UV gear. wir: 


"whether he fball be Sav'd or Loft. 69 
ping, pierc'd and pinch't with all Miſeries 


together,” Thirſt, Hunger, Poverty, Shame, 


Pain, Horror; and on all parts here the Hand 
held the Head, but then the Hand rack't and 
ſrorch't to the top of the finger, not a joynt 
or bone free, not a foot or ſinew; andal 


rack't' to the higheſt degtee, and all thisa- 


w___ the vileſt crew, ſuch as you may ſeem 
to ablror” their Company here, Swearcrs, 


 Dronkards, Blaſphemers ; theſe are merry Momen- 


together on Earth, but then roar and rave, fancun 


rage and' weep, wail and gnaſh their Teeth ;F3< 9991 
3 


| and all this not in aclear Air,” in an upper eernum, 


Chamber, on a- ſoft Bed, but in a Dungeon, quod cru- 


tt Darkneſs, in a bottomleſs-pit. What cat. 
was Jeremy's Dungeon to this, though they He had 
ſank in the mire; and there have no relt rotten rays 


Night nor Day ; no Summer, no. Spring -_ old 
al 2 black Night, and no endof this. 1t's þ,j j;m 
call'Þ a bottomleſs-pit becauſe always our. None 
ſinking; and: never come to the bottcm of bere, 


this wrath. 


3 ' 
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CHAP. IV. 


OW methinks each of you that read 


or hear theſe lines . ſhould ſay, is all 
this true? Is it *oſlible? Who are the 
Perſons, what Men and Women, we that 


are -calld Chriſtians? Well, take heed I 


leaſt that you be not the Perſons., and ' very 


ſhortly feel it. Why are yon not more awa- 


ken'd and confider ? Think ,, what if all this 


ſhould he true ? What have Ito ſay againſt 


it? What 1s the ſinful pleaſure that I chuſe 
for it ? What the bleſſed work I neglect and 


am more afrgid of than this Hell ? Can I plead: 


I never heard of God's wrath, or I did not / 


believe it ? Ay, but Gad told you, -it would 


be ſo, and he ſwore to it, I ſhall not here 
anſwer the many Cavils, as that fin is not ſo 


bad in our Eye, and others that are ſav'd | 


ſeem'd not ſo good, or much better than we, 


and why doth not God help us ?' And is there 


no end of this Wrath? 


.Lay aſide all theſe Cavils, and reaſon not 


thy ſelf into Hell. How ſad is the condition 
of loſt Man, that all this wrath will not 
aftright from one Sin, or quicken to one Du- 
ty ? Why will you not enquire into the mat- 


ter? If-you are convinc'd and ſtartled, why 


lye ſo ſtill in Sin? How can you thus ſtab and 
wound your ſelves every day ? Some call up- 
on God to damn them, when they ſhould 


pray 


UM 


bl” FI. one PER-E TY: LT” WRk.-. © we 


age {ſwear by: the' blood-and wounds of 


'Chriſt; that were to ſave them from this Hell. 
They ſſhew all Miſchief-and Spite, a&t againſt 


God ; andnianyhaſten others to Heil;and-yet 
think that the very Powder which blows up 


_ the Houſe ſhall ſcape burning. Witl yon 
_ thus deſtray your: telves miſcrably, cut off 


but one: Hahd, pluck .out' one. Eye; and not 
throw Body and Soultnto Hell ; nay, go with 
your'Eyes wide 'open- to Hetil, .nnder. Noon- 
dayGoſpel-light ; finagainſt your own light 


._ of Conſcience aud Convittions, and againſt 
the clear light of the VVord; and you in a 
very ſhort time deſtroyed, not ſtay an hun- 


dred,or five hundred years? no within a day,a 


month,'a nee? hs may feel theſe Torments. 


- [can ſcarce forbtar ſome Infcrences. 


_ .v 4+t Then Sinners are'not ſuch mild, ſober, 


merciful and innocent Creatures, as'many of 
them ſeem and pretend tobe; no, they are 
Bloody, : Crnel, and :Mercileſs. They are 
worfe than bleod-thirſty: men , that deſtroy 
others {un this Life; we call them bloody, 
Butchers, that kill innocent Beafts-for our 


\uſe; but oh what are theſ® Murderers of 


Souls? VYe ſtartle and cry out to hear of 
VVittul, : Self-murder ; what Soul-killing 

working 1s in every Family and Town! - 
VYhat cruel V Vretches to themſelres ! ' Sins 
ſeemealic and plealing now, can they b2 tor- 


+ menting them ? Fiſhes ſwim with pleaſure in 


the V Vater, in their Element ; But if yon 
F 4 put 
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_ pray, andicry:to'be ſav'd. In Contempt and 
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5 | put themandthe VVater in a Cauldton, and. 
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Fire under it,the yery.Element prayesdCcorch- 
ing.. Gods fire of wrath will make thy ſing 
_ tormenting, that arenow pleaſing to thee, 


2. Then thoſe-Parents, and Maſters, and 


Acquaintance are: not- ſo kind, and loving, 
and tender, as they pretend to their Chil- 
- dren, and Families and Friends, that: pro- 
vide all for this-life, care only*® for their 
Bodies, and neglect their Souls : Cruel in 


keeping away, Food » Or not adminiſtring | 


it to ,them that might feed then fo Eter- 


nal Life ; nay, it may be give them Poyſon. 


How many bloody, wicked,  Soul-deſtroying 
Parents? How many Husbands and Wives, 
crnel to each other this way ?. tender if.a but 


Finger-ach, if ſick, if wounded; but: Sin-, 


- fick at heart, and not coricern'd, not- help ; 
how many cruel Friends that flatter aid fawn, 
and ſooth each other to Hell. $ome' breed 
up their Children in Pride, Luxury, Idle- 
neſs, put them into 'bad Company.,, place 
them, in bad Families, bad Callings7 never 
pray for them. Better be Herod's Hog than 
his Cluld; feed their Horſe, their Dog, 
ſtarve their ChKld. | 


3, Thenthe Great, and Rich, and Proſpe-- 


fous Men in this World, the Wiſe the Migh- 
ty and ' Succeſsful Politicians , are not ſich 
happy and wiſe Men, as they ſeem-and pre- 
tend to he; if they cannot ſee one Foot. be- 
neath their Grave, nor one hours happineſs 
beyond their Death-bed groans. No won- 


de. 


-_ 


} 
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' twas the only thing David defir'd above his 7 
Kingdom and Poſterity; David's Earthly 


der: they! cry'/ out at laſt; and refuſe to be 


comforted; why:they are loſt to- all: Eterni- 

- 53\no:comfort, to 1ay, think of your Ho- 
| nour, your Wealth, your Feaſts, your: Fur- 

" niture'5- no, one (gripe, one grim laok of 
_ Death will ſwallow up all. That Atheiſti- Y 
- cal Politician that declares the ſucceſs of Ce-,Marbicvle 
| ſar Borgir as to alt the World, only had not | 


made Proviſion againlt his own Death, bat 


- poyſon'd: himſelf, when. provided. for -ano- 
K ther, and1o blaſted all lis Defigns., ſhew'd 


kis- folly and madnek.. IH 


4. Then fin is no ſuch ſmall trifling thin 

. asthe'World wonldperſwade themfelves.and 

, others. \: It's a ſtab to the Soul to Eternity, 
- cruel Venom and Malignity, ſpread over all 
Body and Soul, torment each part. It's 2 
bitter Drop that will fo imbitter an Ocean ' 
of Eternity. No wonder ood Men cry. out 
againlF it, weep becauſe of it. 1 


_ _ -5- 'Andthen Holineſs, and Strianeſs, Di- 


hgence and Striving in Good is commenda- 
ble, 'this juſtifies good men in their greateſt 
andimoſt fervent duties ; this ſhews why they 


bleſs. God fo much for Pardon, why they 


ize Chriſt, and all the Ordinances ; why 732-1,2- 


Kingdoms loſt, but he hath got an Heavenly 
Kingdom, this makes good miniſters ſo.ear- 
geſt, cry aloud, beg andintreat. | 

6. Then they are not in the beſt and' ſafeſt 


Condition, that are moſt bold in- Sin , and = 


fearlefs of V Vrath, 7. Then 
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7. Then ſet to this work as your main and 
only-bnlſineſs, in all-your affairs ; let nothing 
hinderor tempt you-toſin.. VVhen-one had 
a great preſent ſent him, he ſent it back a- 
gain,”and ſaid, Pray tell your Maſter, all.1 de- 
fire, he may pray, that { may. not: miſcarry. for. 


7 z 


You have infinite cauſe to bleſs -God, and. 
admire'his Goodneſs; if. you. are: flying; from 
this wrath to come, and have ſome hopes, 
. how will it be when'you come there? 
9. Now this firſt ſad conſideration-affords, 


4 T. datter of : Lamentation.. 2, Ground of 
E-xpoſtulation. And 3. Matter of Canſiderati-. 
67, and ſerious Meaitation, O89 

I. Matter of Lamentation. _ ' 11); 

-1:7Bewail theſad condition of . thine,own 
Soul ; mourn over thy: miſcrable,-loſt:un- 
done ſelf. You have wept for many trifling 
matters, and been vext and diſuieted about 
others, their thoughts or ſpeeches of you, or 
carriages towards you; when they. light 
you, or deal unworthily, ungratefully, or 
: falſely. But did you ever yet fall out with 
_ Your ſelves, and betroubled about the buit- 
neſs of greateſt concerningnt, that you ſhould 
thus wound, ſtab, and ruine your ſelves? 
Could you bewaill it with tears of blood, ? its 
not ſuificient ; oh what weeping and walling 
_ andgnaihing of Teeth is in Hell, becauſe of 
this. How many bleſſed mercies,, rich op- 
portunities, 


') | whether he ſhall be Sxav'dor Loft. - 74 
oY | portunities,choice advantages of doing your 
5 | {elves good, have you cheated your ſelves 
dF of Nay, # I DBESSAR E- 
i- | . 1. You havecontriy'd it, deſign'd it, ſtn- 
*- | diced allways how to accdmpliſh this deceit, 
*  anddeſtruttion. Men are wiſe to-do evil, x: pl 
'B they /cek deep (70. bide their Commel from ©” VO 
LY the Lord, and their works are in the dark to de- 
1 F ftroy themſelves. All mens defign is'to wound 
BE andhurt themſelves, and not be'diſcover'd; 
| As men deal craftily with others, fo they do 
”" 8 to themſelves. Its a fad thing, when a man 
K hath wit enough, and make a of it, to rea- 
ſon himſelf into Hell, to plead againſt Good, 
SF and for-evil. © + EEO TY! 
*#. 2. Menpleaſethemſelves in this ſelf-undo- 
ing, Sonl-ruining work, they glory and boaſt 
 F intheir cunning craftineſs to deceive them-, p7 ,,, . 
; ſelves. The wicked boaſteth of his Hearts defire5c. © 
and blefſeth the covetous, whom the Lord abhor- 
zeth, throughhis pride he will not own God, 
| Goa45 not in all his thoughts, God's judgments 
are far above out of his fight ; he hath faid in 
bis heart, I ſhall never be moved, for 1 ſhall ne- 
_ ver be in adverſity. 
3. There 1s no convincing men of this 
folly and madnefs, and ſelf-deſtruftion. 
' They will hearken to you in other matters. 
Bnt let the Charmer charm never ſo wiſely, 
they are as the deaf Adder that ſtops her ear © (-58-4,5- 
VVhat ſhall be done to convince Sinners ? 
Let Miaiſters cry aloud, andnot ſpare, ſhew 
them their ſins, 'and their danger, it's all 
| OA. 
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ther you would turn and live. Why have - you 
pleaſure in, your own death? cannot yow pi: 
ty your ſelves? look on-your own hands and 
feet with pity, and think , muſt theſe burn 
in Hell fire. we, 
Shall I not pity mine own Body and Soul? 
Shall Miniſters weep over me, Parents or'0- 
ther Friends bewail my ſtubborneſs and; mi- 
ſery, and I not bewail mine'own ſad condiri 
on? Ineeda foft tender Heart: to monrn'o- 
ver this hard, rocky, and deceitful Heart, 
Sometimes I have deſpair'd to preach of the 
great things of Salvation. I have been think- 


ing, Iam now going to the ſick, to the woun- | 
ded, to the poor,. to the dying with offers of 


Life, Riches and'Salvation., bur all will be 
ſighted. Were we to offer more of: this 

/orld, how many would: attend? Could 
we offer and give 10 or 20 /. a Week to every 
one that would pray an hour every dayin his 
Family, how many praying, at leaſt preten- 
ding Families would there be in every Pariſh 
and Town? Alas! men ſe not the worth: of 


Spiritual and Eternal mercies ;- that a little 
Grace is worth thouſands of Gold and Silver; 


that they may berich, and healthy, and ho- 
nourable, and not periſh eternally : That 
they cannot be holy, but they muſt beever- 
laſtingly happy. Aman may have a careful, 
tender Father', a loving indulgent Mother, 

— _ TY +deſirable 


Prery Mans grand Taiereſt and Emguiry 
one.' -God's | Meſſengers cry; out, Who bath 
believed our report? God ſays: , Why' will you 
die, 1 have no pleaſure in your death, I had 1a: 
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Þ deſirable and 'pleating Wite and Children, a 
pleaſant habitation,a competent maintenance, 


yet periſh ; -but a Man can't have God 
his Father, Chrift for his Saviour, the 
promiſes for his Portion, and Heaven for his 


'Home' and Inheritanee, but he muſt be un- 


conceiveably bleſſed. And: yet no convincing 
of perſons as to their own good moſt will 
own and acknowledge this to others; .that 
ſuch good Men are happy, and *ſuch wicked 
wretches miſerable,; but not apply it to their 


.. ownSouls. , 
2. It's matter of . Lamentation as to the - 


whole World, that this deceit is ſo general 


| anduniverſal ; take it as toall Ages. You 
find all Prophets complaining in their days, xer,c.beg 


as to great Meng and mighty Men, and poor 


\ Men, as'to Prophets and Prieſts, and all the 


People, that they decive themſelves, and de- 
ceive one another. How ſad, that but one 
Neab in the whole World, but one Lor in alk 


| Sodom; nay, the Apoſtle complains, and 
Chriſt himſelf, that few would be un-de- xg 


= ceiv'd : None: Righteous, 0 mot owe; not one 11. 


that ſeeketh after God. Had they falſe Pro- 


. phets or good Miniſters, {till deceitful, and 
_ deſtroying themſelves. , 


'$0:1n all Countries, Towns. and Pariſhes; 
different perſons ditterent. tempers, diſpoſi- 


. tions, contrary Religions, but all agree in 
this comman deceit of ſelf-deceiving ; Let 


her be little different opinions in our coun- 
try, one deftroys himſelf with Pride, ano- 
- "ther 


Tt 


oo 
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ther with Hypocriſy, athird with Covetouſ BY 
neſs, ſevere, againſt each other , but favoy. Þ 
rable to, themſelyes ; ſome let none eſcape Þþ 
their Cenſures, but themſelves. - | | þ 

3. It's to. be:bewail d,that this deceit ſhould 
be ſo groſs, that. Men ſhould haſten to Hell 
with their eyes wide open,run into fin againſt 
the clear light of the Word, nay the con- 
victions of their own Conſciences. - As 4 
propahne. wretcth confeſſed, his corruptions 
were too ſtrong for his convictions and Con- 


{cience : The Apoſtle fays, that ſuch know | 


themſelves . worthy of death, yet will live 
and take pleafurein it. Men can't but know I 
that they daily wrong their Souls,-and yet go 
on, eat, and drink and laugh, vpon'the brink. 
of deſtruftion. How many TJ houfand 11 this 
Nation, that are as merry and unconcern'd as 
if all were well, they ſhall find all rotten, 
There 1s no necd of convincing them that 
they are wicked, they know it, no. nor that: 
wicked Men mult periſh eternally, they own 
it, but {till not apply this to themſelves. To 
ſay, lam the Man. 

4. That this deceit and undoing ſhould\be 
of ſuch dreadful conſequence, and yet not re- 
garded. Were it the loſs of an Eye, oran, 


Hand, or Houſe or Cattle, it were fad ; but 


to loſe Body and Soul, God, and Chriſt.and 
Heavyen,and all good ; and this loſs irrecove- 


 rable, and irreparable,neyer to be madeup in 


it ſelf, nor to be made amends for any other 
way ; nay, to fall into dreadful and unſpeak- 
| ablz 
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-:.1phether he ſpall be Sat d or Loft. 
able miſery and torment. 
. ® be ſufficiently bewail'd. 
2; Here is matter of Expoſtulation. 

_ » May 1 expolitulate, and yet-reafon with 


How ' can: this 


you Sinners, will-you yet hear and conſider, 


\ that have rejected ſo many Councils and 


7 


calls? 


11; Why. will you die' Sinners ? Death is 


terrible in it ſelf, but what is eternal Death ? 
Why will you love Death, and choſe it 


- above, and before Life ? If others will die, 


and no ſtopping 'them, you can't perſwade 
them, why will you deſtroy that- being, 


"that foul and body of your own ? What hurt 
have you done your ſelves, that you have 
 ſuch- inplacable malice againſt your own 


Souls; as to chuſe curſing rather than bleſling, 


and Death rather than Life. What have you 


to plead for Sin ? What 1s there fo deſirable 
init, as rather die your ſelves, then that Sin 


ſhould die ? Are not Soul-ſaving ways better 
for the preſent-; is not ſobriety better than 


temperance and exceſs, patience-than paſſion, 
contentment than covetonineſs. All the ways 

of. Sin are hurtful, tronbleſome and bitter. 
2, Let me exfoltnlate with you abont ſelf- 
ſalvation. What have you to plead againit 
K? Come let us reaſon together : Are not 
your ways un-equal , and theſe ways equal ? 
Is it: not a bleſſed thing, to. live,lo»ing,and 
bonouring and prailing God on Earth, as your 
Friend; Lord and Father, and come to enjoy 
him and all good with him to all Eternity ? 
is 


Pſal. 2. Is 
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enough'to reward. all your labour of 'Love? 


Are the terms too - hard, and the way :too | 
ſtrait ? Can you defire fiich matchlefs-8lory 


on eaſier terms ? Do-not-yon labourand ſweat 


more for this World, that promiſes little;and 


performs leſs ? Will it not caft you off at laſt, 
and affgrd you but: a: ſmall hoke to:lay your 
dead ſtinking Corps in ; but i this' way you 
may have an Houſe not niade- with. hands, 
eternal in the Heavens. .' - - RET CE, 

1, Would you haye Chrift do more ' for 
you,die or ſuffer more-for you ? Can you buy 
at an-higher;-at a dearer' rate ? Toſave you 
lok, and utterly undone ; | he might have 
given Kingdoms for you; but in this: he had 
not fhewn fo mueh love; tn this. God! and 


Chriſt ated to the higlieſt;; he might have 


made 1inore glorious Heavens and Earth, and 
ſhewn more power and wiſdom, and have 
deſtroy'd 2nd pant finners/morse terribly, 
and have ſhewn greater wrath ; but could:he 


 ſhew greater love than this, to die and; loſe 
himſelf fora time to win-and gain you::; Now 


will you tell him to his face, that his Blood 
was needleſs, and that you were not ſo dread- 
fully loſt, and wretchedly undone,: that he 
ſhould die to ſave you ? He knows better than 
you; how earneſtly could 1 plead with you 
on this account. I beſeech you by the mercies 
of God; in the bowels of Jeſus Chriſt, If 
there be any canſolation in Chriſt,if any com» 
fort in his love, if any bowels of mech; 
thin 
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* think on. thoſe things, and do not deſtroy 
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your ſelves, when Chriſt hath done ſo mich 
to fave you. . Why will you be-grudge him 


# the purchaſe of his Blood, the travel of his 


Soul ? All he requires, is, let me fave thee, let 


.me love thee; Can you deny ſuch requelts ? 
AF you will deny him, and periſh rather, yet 
' Why. will you ſpit in his face, trample on his 
blood, and make it common or unclean ? 


Why will you an derifionand contempt ſwear 
by his. blood and wounds ? Why will you call 
upon him, to damn you, when you ſhould 
pray to him, to fave you ? If you will not 
priſe his yearning bowels,do not kick at them, 
do not, make his wounds bleed, and Crucify 
hima freſh ; Why do you ſometimes pretend 


Jove ? Why do- you laugh at thoſe that do 


[ 


rize him, and boaſt of other bargains 8nd 
overs ? What ſhall be ſaid to Sinners? Chriſt 
would have you glve up your {elves ; he bogs 
you, though you are his before, he will accept 
it as a gift, he will but borrow you to mend 
you, aud give you back to your {elves again 
-he will but.take away:thz drofs, your filth; 
your ſickneſs, your burden ; he will make you 


\ found and. heart-whole, he will crown you 


with Glory and Honour, and make you truly 

good, and 'of worth ; now your Heart 1s 

deceitful and deſperately wicked, hard and 

unbelieying,, he- will make it tender, humble, 

we Heavenly, and ſo for Head, Tongue, and 
ite. 

But If you will not hearken to, and love 


Chriſt, yet love your ſelves; 1t you will not 
G accept 
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accept of this Salvation, he will burn, he 
will deſtroy yon. He that now. woes and 
intreates, and came at firſt lowly and meek, 
will come ſhortly in flaming fire,reyeal'd from 
, Heaven with his mighty Angels,to take ven- 
geance, of thee. 

What ſhall I ſay, would yon ave Chriſt 
woe and intreat more, ſend other Meſſengers, 
and make other propoſals, can he offer you 


more than he doth more than himſelf and 


Heaven, and all in It; is he not altogether 
worthy and able? 'Can others do'any thing 
for you, is there any other name? Can you 
help your ſelves without him? | 

3, Matter of information ard ſerious con- 
ry 

. What an unſpeakable mer cy is it, if we 
_ in a hopeful way of being ſay'd: from all 
this dreadful wrath ; if we are undeceiy d. 

2. On theother hand how fad is their con- 
dition that have no friends, or helpes to un- 
deceive them; not only a deceitful Heart 
within, but careleſs Parents, bad Examples, 
wicked Neighbours? all flatterers and no 
friends to their Souls. 

3. Then it's a buſineſs of great concern- 
ment, and a work that requires'care, watch- 
fullneſs,pains,and diligence to have thisBody 
and Soul eternally favd ; were It fo ealfic as 
many, moſt think, ſo many wiſe and lear- 
ned, and rich and wary Men would not mif- 
carry ſo wretchedly as they do. 


4. We 
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free” Grace of God, that can fave from this 
dreadful Hell, and make vs unſpeakablys 
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| | Come tothe Second: grand Motive to per: 


ſmade Men to.conlider ſeriouſly ; what-re- 
joycing there-will be within,what an unſpeak- 
a2hle: mercy;{if Body and Son] are ſay'd. 1 


need not;enter upon this large ſubject 3 there: 


we! many-exceflent choice_Treatiſes to ſhew. 


the Glory and happineſs of Heaven 5: none 
doubt-but-that it'senough, large, and ſweet, 
andlaRting enough; that believe any thing'of 
that Blefled ;Stato.: Canld yon but believe 
that your'Bodies ſhou]driſc out of the Grave; 
and meet the Lord in the Glouds in the Air, 
coming 'with his Milions of Blazing Angels : 
Eye hath notieen, nor Ear heard, nor can 
it be thought on aanſwerable to its greatneſs: 
To be deliver'd from: all thofe Miferies and 


Sins. befor&-metition'd, and have thy Body 


and Soul .inſtated in Glory, when others 
ſhall cry. to. the Mountains to fall on them 


_ and hide them from the wrath of the Lamb; 


and their Hearts failing them for fear, then 


| tolifr up thy head with joy, becauſethy re- 


demption draws nigh to hear God fay,, come 
thou bleſſed; when he ſays to another, go thou 
G 2 curſed ; 


# 
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curſed; caſt others. into: lakes of fire and 
britnftone, and bring thee -into his Bleſſed 
Preſence, in whoſe Preſence is fulneſs of joy, 
and at whoſe right hand therr are pleaſures, 
Rivers for abundance, the Rivers of God for 
excellency and for- duration for evermore, 
Did you believingly think,T ſhall very ſhortly 
be with Gods Saints ahd Anzels;/ now I am a- 
monegſt troubles, Toads and Vipers, but 1 ſhall 


very ſhortly ſin no more,” and: God will wipf 


away all Tears from mine eyes; and/none cat 
riſe after his-bleſſeF hand. ''/How little and 
inconſiderable would this World ſeem' with 
all -#ts croſſes and comforts, did you belicve 
this; you would: throw this World as' dirt 
and dogs-meat at: yourtheels. Po 

_ *Do:you judge thofe great and good thing 
can be” had without ſeeking, -orivery ealily; 
your:the nature, greatneſs, worthand fpiri- 
tnality'of them;,no worth call-for life, vigour 
earneſtneſs. You' may trittte about ſtraws 
and pebbles, ſleep*and be weary,dull and 


” ® 


droaniſh, at your meals , about your 


mony, '©c. Bat-yon can't pray ſo, to ſucha 
God-,.and for Auch. a Heaven. - Whatever 
linners think of it, they wil-findand know 
one day, that theirwas more labour requir'd 
on Gods day, then on their owfi 5 more life, 
zeal and fervency . requir'd about eternal life 
and everlaſting. glory; than about houſes of 
clay, and this trafh. A 'great God muſt have 
great praiſe, great fear, and honour duh to his 
name. We cant loye him- as' God, _ 
eo | wit 
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greatneſs: 'of the work affrighten or diſcou- 
doe ms. > Is: 1t! not my: .concernment to be 


Cd land liappy as well as.another ? why 
may not my [Tongue-/-praife' God, and' my 
| Heart love him ? This 15ithe.-way good Men 
walk'd |in;/ they: did ſtrive ,'and pray/ and 
| wreſtle.5; and v1f 1 would have their mer- 
 fiesandpriviledges, why ſhould not I do the 


ſame work? It I expect the like Harveſt, [ 


to-do at preſent, that is better, or of greater 


| or: nearer concernment ? Gan Þt expett fuch 
mercy and ſatvation” any way elſe 2 What 


ae! the defirts; hopes, fears-z;Jove and joy of 
the: Son! given me for, but totheſe ends; they 


will be loſt any way elſe? If 1 love a friend 


that 1s dying,'or may be falſe;it can't anſwer 
mylove; Loyethe life of an immortal Sonl, 
that would love an immortal, never-dying, 
ever-living, ever-loving God. | 

* 1. Bei fullyfſatisfied, you 'may be more ſure 


| of this happineſs, than'of' any thing elſe. 
That theſe eternal mercies may be yours, and 


you ' made-everlaſtingly happy, that all the 
Devils in Hell, and all the Men in-the World 
can't hinder you, nor deprive you of it. We 


have all the affurances imaginable of being 


made fully and compleatly happy in Heaven, 


' wiatever/can ſettle. any inheritance or good 


to Men.on Earth, ' God hath declar'd 'in his 


word, that all ſuch ways Heaven ſhall be 
made fure to us. It ſeems ſo great and good; 
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muſt ſow the ſame Seed. Have I any:thing G2. 6. 7. 
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and we ſovile and-unworthy, that we are apt 
to: fear, and doubt; 1t can neyerbe our por- 
tion and inheritance. 1 might! divide this 
into ſeveral Heads, 'in general with reſpet | 
to God the Father, what can't an Almighty 
.God do by power? what can't the Lord of all 
the World do in bounty? What will not the 
true and faithful God do according to his 
word? what will not a Gracious Father. full 
of love and: tender bowels do for his Chil- 
dren? and as to Chriſt our Saviour , what 
will not he- give that gave himſelf, that 
died,' that prrchas'd it, that efpous'd us as his 
own, that is our Advocate to-plead for us, 
that. is our Conquerour. | But-I-ſhall rather 
take them as ſo many diſtin& Heads: We have 
it by Gods choice of ns, by his good will 
tons, by his free gift, by his mighty power, 
by fitting and qualifying 'vs;: by adopting 
us, by making us new creatures, . we have it 
by Birth, by title of Law, by agreement ON 
both ſides, by purchaſe, a price ſufficient 
paid for ir, bought to the full ; and by ſale 
and bargain,we:mult buy it too ; . by conquelt, 
Chriſt conquering for us, in-us, and by us; 
by: near Relation -and Son-ſhip, by ſolemn 
engagements, Gods Promiſe, Writings, Oath, | 
his: Seal ;; by clear evidences in us, our defires, 
hope, faith and joy ; we have theearnelt, 
the-fore-taſtes of the Spirit ; we-have the Re- 
cords of Heaven, our Names Written there, 
2nd the conſent of all there,: we:have it as 
Wages and reward, and ws haye it in preſent 
poſſeſſion. 
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whether he ſball be Sav'd or Loſt. 8&7 
poſſeſſion. But of all theſe Iſhall ſpeak apart, 
and particulary afterward. 


z.. On our parts It's clear, in our deſires 


_ after it, expecting, aud waiting, and ho- 


ping, and believing, and {triving,. and run- 

ning, and rejoycing in hope; all thoſe are 

clear evidences within us. God had never 
wrought theſe things in our Souls, but that 

he will fatsfie, and anſwer them. He that 1 Per. 1.3. 
bleſſes the Body, in ſatisfying its hungrings, 

will abundantly fili the hungry Soul. He- 


hath begotten us again unto this lively hope, 


to an inheritance incorruptible. He that be- 
lieves 1s ſaid to have everlaſting life, and to 
receive already the end of their Faith, the 


_ falvation of their Souls, Heb. 10. 34. know- 


Ing in your ſelves, that you have in Heaven 
a better and endurin g ſnbſtance. 
2, It's firm and ſure in it ſclf, ſo that this 


truth ſtands firm upon the ſtrongeſt aſſuran- 


ces, as ſure as the great Almighty God can 
doit, as ſure as an all-wife God knows how 
to do i it; as ſureas a faithinl true God can- 
not but do it ; as ſure as a gracious Father, 
full of tender bowels , will ſave thoſe he 
dearly loves ; as ſure as Chriſt the Son of 
God did not dye and ſaffer 1n* vain as ſure 
as his Blood cannot be as Water ſpilt on the 
ground, and loſt; as ſure as he mult ſee of 
the travail of his Soul, and be ſatisfied ; as 
ſure as he and his Father cannot, will not 
luifer any to be pluckt out of their hands: 3 AS 
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ſureas the head is above the Waters, and his 
members cannot be loſt,but muſt-have a com- 
pleat body, and not a member of his myſti- 
cal body cannot be broken' off; as ſure as 
he will not looſe his ranſom; as ſure as he 
can ſave to the uttermoſt ; as ſure as he will 
not break the bruiſed Reed, but bring - forth 
Judgement into Victory; as ſure as his 
Prayers and Interceſſions are always effeCtu- | 
al and prevalent ; as ſure as the Holy Ghoſt 


- 3s a comforter that will abide in and with 


you for ever ; as ſure as God will never ſe 
the Seal of his Spirit on the Devils Coin ; as 
ſure as the peace Chriſt and the Spirit gives 
is ſuch as the World cannot take away ; as 
{ure as theſe ſpecial gifts and graces are with- 
out repentance ; as ſure as they are an incor- 
ruptible ſeed, of an immortal nature, a well 
of Water within that will ſpring up to life 
everlaſting ; as ſure as your repentance is 


ſuch as you ſhall never repent of ; your de. 


fires, and hungrings, and thirſtings ſuch, as 
nothing but eternal mercy will ſatisfy ; as 
{ure as your Hope, Faith, and Joys are fixed 
oneternal Objects ; as ſure as God'will ne- 
ver alter one 1ota or tittle of his word, but 
Heaven and Earth ſhall ſooner fail ; as ſure 
as the rich, full, and over-abounding pro- 
miſes of grace and mercy,are Yea, and Amen, 
in Chriſt, and ſhall never prove dry Breaſts 
and empty Wells. What ſhall 1 more ſay ? 
the time would fail me to tell of all the aſ- 
turances In the word, and in this world, and 
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_ © whether he ſball be Sav dor Lofs. 
the other: || ſhall not mention this Heaven, 
' this Sun, Moon, and'Stars, this Earth that 


kerhsto ſtand ſo firm; I ſhall not mention 


the love of the tendereſt Mother to-her ſuck-- 


ling Child, ſhe may forget : But.I ſhall fum 


'upall; as ſure as all the preparation and 


proviſion by God the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt, made in Heaven, fhall not bein vain; 


| ſofurely fhall yon be wonderfully, un-altera- 


bly, 'compleatly, and everlaſtingly bleſſed, 


| if youare truly Good, and ſincerely Religi- 


Ons. i 
2::1t may now be expeCtted that: I ſhould 


iofiſt largely on this great and aſtoniſhing 


Happineſs, if ſelf beſav'd to ſhew how great 


this Salvation is. There are many excellent 


and choiſe treatiſes about it. I can ſcarce 


 forbear to enlarge on this great and weighty 


ſubject. 


wa 1.: Your Being-at preſent you prize and 
value, if any way comfortable, full and ho- 


nourable ; but I might ſhew you, this will 
render your Being tranſcendent and ſirpaſ- 
ling ; it's ſet out by whatever is pleafing, ho- 
nonrable or profitable; to raiſe our eſteeni 


_ andyalue of it; the word tells you its heyond 


59) 


theſe Ears 'and Eys, and our very Concep- 1ſa. 64. 4. 


tion and apprehenſion ; that 2 Cor. 4. 17. 


we render it far - more exceeding and* eternel xgdime- 
weight of glory. The Greek words catjnot be Gaxny 4s 


glo- 


render'd into Enghſh; whatſoeveris high and vmg&a- 
great, It's ſet out þy, would you be rich, be lw 


We 
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glorious and ſhining, live, .and not dye; live 


and ſing Allelyabs?._ Vvould you reign ? 


Dan,1 2.2» 


1 063 -1.2. 


would you rejoyce with Joy unſpeakable? 


would you. be Kings and Prieſts for ever? | 


would you have Soul and Body happy? why - 
the Body that is ſown 1» weakreſs ſha't be raiſed 
x power ;, not able tolift an Hand or Finger 
in the Grave againſt a VVorm, fall like x 
Log, aStone, rais'd a ſtrong Body ; ſown in 
diſhonour , how diſgraceful, vile and con- 
temptible ,, and deformed, a dead Carcaſe, 
raisd Beautiful, Comely, and Glorious ? 
Shine as the Stars, as the Sun ; nay, made 
like unto Chriſt's glorions Body, as the Son 
of Righteouſneſs; all deformities, defetts, 
and weakneſſes remov'd, blindneſs and lame- 
neſs gone ; as one Martyr ſaid comfortably 
to another going to the Stake : All the-.in- 
cumbrances and troubles attending the Body 
remov'd, no more pinching Hunger, nor 


| ſcorching thirſt, no weeping Eyes, no wea- 


rineſs nor pain, Rev. 21. 4. God ſhall wipe 4- 
way all tears from their eyes, 10 more death, nci- 
ther ſorrow nor crying , neither any more pain, 
ch. 22. 3+ there ſhall be no more curſe; nor v. 
5. any- might or darkneſs. VVould 'you get 
Bread of Life, Water of Life, a Sun that will 
never ſet, a Life that will never end, Friends 
that will neyer dye, nor fail yon, an Habi- 


... tation that will never caſt. you out ; then be 


wiſe for your'ſelves, Imean'for your Souls. 

How glad would Men be to continue this 
being in. proſperity to all Ages; but were 
it 


1, whether: be ſpall be Sav'd or Loft 
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it poſſible, how low: and mean to this above. 
..-»But then for the Soul, how great and glo- 


_ rious,” ſhining and tranſparent, pleaſant and ſolendor 
 - joyful. richand beautiful ;' oh this. breath of 


God, :this temple.of -the Holy Ghoſt, this - 
ſeat of all Heavenly:Graces, this partaker- of | 
the) Divine Natute.: What. will'this Soul 


' -know, toveand ſet ;” what the joys of the un- 
' derſtanding are above the ſenſual pleaſures ; 


much more will this be above all that” is ſaid 
of the Body. Li 11 | | 

3. Take them both together, it is to make 
arich, perfect and fall Being; nothing wan- 
ting to compleat your Happineſs. 


> 2::Would you be happy with all kind of 


Happineſs, with all Mercies and Bleflings, 
Can Heaven and all.in- it, can God,” -Chritt, 
Angels and Saints make you happy ? | There 
is a Kingdom and Crown, durable Riches 
and Righteouſneſs., Rom. 2. 7. &c. Glory 
and Honour, and Immortality, As all Can- 
dles, and Stars, and "Torches diſappear at 
the riſing of the Sun; ſo all theſe earthly 
matters go out at the ſhining forth of the. Sun 
of Righteouſneſs in. all his Glory. © When 
Chriſt comes at. laſt, and thy Body and Soul 
mount-up into the Clouds, into the Air to 
meet him, and go triumphing with him into 
Heavyen-; then all the Angels and Saints ap- 
pear..1n-their ſhining Robes, with; Palmes 
of Glory 1n their hands, and Crowns on their 
heads, and the high praiſes of -God 1n their 
mouths. What joy and triumph, when 500 
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ſhall find you are ſav'd; after all-your falls and } 
fears, doubts and idiftra&ions, : deliver'd out 


- of Captivity, a Priſon, a Dungeon;i a:Hely, 


and brought ; to this; unſpeakable, matchleſ; | 


Glory. fich comfort now-in Ordinances;.in 
ſeeking God; if anedayhere:be worth athou- 
ſand elſewhere,what. 1s a.glympſe of thisGlo- 
ry, worth all we ever; had in our .whole 
lives. - Great and manifolt is that 'goodneſ; 
God hath and doth lay outupon us here every 
day ; but oh how great is that goodneſs God 
; hath laid;up for them that fear him ;; we have 
many mercies in this yale- of Tears, in-ithis 


howling Wilderneſs, what ſhall :we receive | 


in our 'Heayenly Caraar,' in the mount of 


Glory? _-- | 


3. Would you be happy and bleſſed thus 
in the higheſt degree, to the fulleſt meaſure? 
There 1s great difference inour joyes and hap- 
pineſs here. Much difference between the joy 
_ at the finding a loſt -Groat;anda loſt Child, 

long lookt for full of Fears, and at Hft found. 
How thy Heart leaps for joy, at the ſight. of 
a Chriſt !!. Here we ſoon 'over-reach, over- 
look,” over-hope, promiſe our ſelves much in 
ſuch a conditionand relation, and diſappoin- 
Nec Chri-ted ; but expect as much/as you will here, 
ftus,nec c4- not deceiv'd.Did Fohn leap at the Salutation 
_ '". of Chriſt's Mother How willthy Heart leaps 


for joy at. the ſight of Chriſt, 'oh that Chriſt |. 


that dyed-for 'me, that lov'd me ſo dearly, 
that woo*d:me ſo lovingly;: that prevail 'd up- 


on-me ſo often, that iravifuvd my Soul 


with 
tus 
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cahuttn FN Pat be Savd or Toft. 


Iitone: -. oh how fill'd;-rais'd, and raviſh'd 


atthe ſight of him! "What | joy 'to! the Prodi- 
gal to be-receiv'd into this- Fathers 'Arms! 
How ſweet the home and reſt to the weary 
Trayeller.! | is Inheritance to the Heir! a 
Feaſt-to the Hunger-ſtarv'd ! an Haven'to 
the: toit-and almoſt Ship-wrackt; all this,and 
much more will this'þe to thee. 

.i4-" Would you be'thus happy without any 


| mixtures, allaysi,' or- intermiſſion ? Here if 
' weidelight ini a Child, or Friend; thereis one 


thing;:or other ofte imbitters it. Fain 
would :the fond; fooliſh; indulgent Mother 

leaſ her ſelf, glut her Eyes with,and'Gloty 
inchere:Son.and it may be he ſcorns,laughs at 
her, and is ; ſtubborn z but 1f one thing: be 
pleaſing,many' other matters are croſs.: There 


*Ewall/'be all joy, no ſorrow, all day, no 


nigtitzihere: 15a time- to weep as. well as to 
tavgh, thefe is nothing croſs or diſturbing, 
God always ſhining, Heaven always pkaſing, 
SO COrHIy all delightſom. - - '* ©: 

50. Would you be'ſ{o happy by ever, then 
berkins wiſe for your ſelves. - Here Men in all 


_ theirGlory and Abundance haye' a damp at 


the thoughts of Death. Methinks it deadens 
mein*reading the brave glorions Atchieve- 
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ments of Alexander and the Cefars, and their - - 


 ſacceſs,: when I think; but where: are they 
now?? That faying! :ſcems ſevere of one to A- 
riſboite. Thou art admir'd where thou art n0t, 


and tormented where thou art. All the Glory, 
Wealthz and Proſperity of a ſinner '1s —_ 
lowe 
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lowed-upwith that one ; ſentence, Thor" fool 
this night thy ſoul ſhalt be requir'd "of thee : Tut 


if truly Good, thy happineſs ſhall;never end. 


At the obſcryation 'of- all;-this Glory and 


| Goodneſs, conclude, ;as P/ah 136.10: give 


thanks unto the Lord, for he is good, for his 


mercy endureth for ewer.' O give thanks unto the 


God of Gods, for his mercy -epdureth for ever. 
Who alone doth all theſe-great wonders," 'for.. bis 
mercy endureth for ever, who pardonethall'my 
lins, forhigmercy endureth forever. This: and 
that 1in, for, ©c.' Who loadeth me with all 
theſe. benefits, for his:mercy endureth for tever: 
Live, andlive for ever,. love God, and love 
him for. ever ; his Face always ſhines -upon 
me, hisGlory. never leavesadorning me; his 
loving kindneſs never,never'leaves refreſhing 


me. .Ir's.no-blaſphemy,- but a real truth, I 


ſhall be happy. and bleſſed, as lJong.as the Gad 
of Heayen: 1s happy and Bleſſed ; rhis'muſt be 
ſo,. becauſe Chriſt's purchaſe, blood; and 
Merits deſerve everlaſting happinefs, :the 


| blood of the Erernal God; the rock the foun- 


dation-ſo,- and 'the building: and ſuperſtru- 
Cure {6;. alſo a building of God eterfial: in 
the Heavens ;' on- this God's love tous is 
grounded, .and .the love. of-an eyerlaſting 


Zoſ. 2.19, God mult beeternal, 'and ſo the mercies thar 


flow from. it. God; will ngt forſake his here 
on Earth,- ſurely then-notin Heaven 7 there- 


fore Gract is above. Gold, becauſe it's.of..an. 


everlaſting.nature ;z indeedall that is, ſpoken 
of in Heaven, is ſaid to be:ſo; a Kingdom 
| everlaſting 


,oabether he ar be Sav d'or Loſt. 


'1, They are buppy and bleſſed, Fre are ſo on 
all accounts. every way, but /o are ! You. 
"19:2. 124 'they are happy that can't be made-vile 
W aud 1 miſerable. | 
#3. 4nd they are ſo in compariſon of whom all 
| othe rs are wretched and curſed. | 
4+ They are ſo, whom all account þo. God, 
; rh good and bad, Men good, and bad.” _ 


t'F, They: are ſurely bteſſed, who are ſo on 
' all accounts every way, but ſoare thoſe that 
are-ſav'd. 

(1.), They are all over, favd. 2. . They 
have all kind of Salvation. 

1.: They gre perfe& happy ſubje&s of Sal- 
vation. |. Bleſſed are their heads, fraught with 
the knowledge of God and Chriſt whom to 
know | is life eternal'5 bleſſed their Hearts, 
fill'd with love to God, and all the races of 
the Spirit. Before an. hard, proud, unbe- 
lieving deceitful Heart, now tender humble, 
broken, Gods delight. A wicked Heart is 


_ aid to be little worth, indeed it's the moſt 


dreadful judgement , the plague of an hard 
Heart, not pray, nor hear; nor priſe mercies, 


-- nor bear affiiftions, nor be the hetter, but the 


| worſe. Aud 
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Loeckiting; Life Eternal, Inheritance incor-' © 7 
-ruptible; A weight of; Glory eternal, pleaſures 
oe eVermore. | 
tl ſhall more particularly treat of the 
tnnant of their happineſs here, and here- 
| ater, and of the certainty of i it, 
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Tit, 1. 15. means and-mercies 4n judgement to ſach 
| an Heart, . but this a tender, teachable; loving } 
Heart, an Heart after Gods own Heart. 
Bleſſed Conſcience-, 'tender , teachable, 
comforting ;.whereas' the wicked Mans con- 
ſcience 1s a terror, ' a; magor mifſabib, an Hell 
upon Earth ; this an Heaven a rejoycing. 
All affeftions, blefſed: love, to love:a God, 
a Chriſt; all-;good, - Heaven, ſuch a. Father, 
ſuch a-bleſſed Saviour 3 Sorrow; and. hatred 
and indignation againſt Sin,ſo;vile, how.good, 
fear ſuch anHell,and rejoyce in hope of Glory. 
Bleſſed eyes for the things they ſeenow.and 
_ ears for that they hear now,but what glorious 


things here-after.. 'vI v M4336 

Bleſſed Tongues that praiſe God on Earth, 
and ſhall ſound forth Praiſes and Hallejuai's 
with Saints and Angels in Heaven. 5 | 

Bleſſed hands and feet that work-for Hea- 
ven, and can in ſuch a blefſed way. - 7. 

Nay, bleſſed are your 41ighs and  groans, 
God hath a Book of remembrange for them; 
Bleſſed your. Tears, a Bottle for them. - 

They are bleſſed in all places and condi- 
tions, ſick or poor, or dying. Fob as happy 
on the dunghill with his ſores, as in his Houſe 
and Pallace ; Lazars as happy at Dives's door 
begging, as if with him eating of the dain- 
ties; and as fit to be'carried by Angels into 
Abrabam's boſom. A . Jewel is of the fame 
worth in- the dirt, as in a choice Cabinet. - 

A Philoſopher wore one day a rich 1leſrar 


Cloak, and/another day, a mean plain Coat 
An 
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and he ſaid. :he was ſtill 'the ſame. Let a 
Man be worth an'Hundred Pound or a 


Thouſand Pound, or but Ten Pound, it's 


all one as to his real worth. All that adds 

not. a- Cubit- to his true ſtature. Let him be 2 Cor, 4. 
ſick, he is happy, and gaining, he is thriving 4? 
whilſt decaying, gaining” whilſt loſing. ' A 

good -Man.. found ſuch good: by a. yearly 
tickneſs 3; that, one year, miſſing it, be ſaid, 

Lord why had'ſt thou not viſited me this year Cur non 
alſo? - he found corruptions. then fo ſtrong, vilitafti 


+ David could ſay, it's good-for'me that I have 2< Pomir- 


ne hoc 


been- afflicted;;. A wicked Man. can't ſay:ſo, ann, co; 


' heloſeth by his Troubles, he'loſes Mony, andi am ? 


health, and Eaſe by a long ſickneſs, bur 
gains nothing, 

Nay this good Man i is happy, dying, and Rev. 14 
dead, as well as living. Bleſſed are the Dead 13. 
that die i in the Lord; precious 1s their Death in 
the fight of the Lord. To lives Chrilt, and 
to die is gain, A wicked -Man can ſoon de- 
termine which 1s better to die, or live ; but 
good: Paul knew not which to chooſe, better 
tor him 'to die, and be with Chriſt, nay beſt 
of all. - So happy in all places, abroad, or at 


_ home, bleſt going out and coming in, lying 


down and riling up atall times, bleſt Mor- 
ning, Even, and at Noon;and therefore he is 
then bleſſing God) ay,at midnight ; a wicked 
Mah - looſeth all, and is curſt , he ſaves his 
Night watches, he is gaining At mid-night. 
I knew a good Man that wept in old Age, 
being drowhe and Eng all the Night, be- 


8 wail'd 
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waild it, and ſaid, O my* Bleſſed waking 


Nights. Many times never hitter than'in the Þ 


dark Night, to converſe with God, out of the 
ſight and noiſe -of the-World.® Commune 
| with your Hearts on your: Beds, Jo be 
Pſal. 4.  f{t1ll, 
Nurquam +» | et, this good: Man be albin6y\ he: Can fay 
yes often, never better than alone ;- and when in 
quum ſolus. Company, either getting good or doing gogd. 
Let him be in the bottom of the Sea, in 
the: Whale's belly, out of © the bottoin 
of ſuch a Hell; pray ; let him 'be "in the 
_-, Dungeon,in. the Stocks, ling and'give praife; 
et him be baniſt'd to the efids of the Farth, 
God ſhall hear from him. © 
What ſaid a good Man of Baniſhwent, You 
cannot baniſh me out of my Fathers Contrey. 
Another ſaid, the way out of the ' world is the 
vel ſub care ſame there as here. When Lurher was threat- 
lo vel in ned, and ſaid, Where would he be if the Enemy 
c@10. prevail d? anſivered, Ejther under Heaven, or 
in Heaven, and ſaid chearfully, Let as frag "the 
46 Pialm. 

Happy praying, happy eating and drink- 
ing, happy ſleeping, and happy plowing. 

2. Heisthe only happy man that hath all 
priviledges to make him happy 

The remoyal of all eyil, wo the confluence 
of all good. - 

The removal of all Evil ; that is all fin and 
miſery. Now alt tis {ins are blotted ont, and 
they are dying in him, and ſhall wholly bc 
conſum'd, and all the fad evils that attend 
them, 
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thetd.'” God ſays, Son or Paughter, ſpeaks 
eace, ſays, Be of good cheer, gives in com- 
ort, takes away the ſtmg, the burden of ſin, 
and quiets the Soul. 

- AM good is brought to the Soul, what pri- 
viledges can be defir'd more, or greater , or 
longer ? Blefled Father, and they muſt needs 
be happy Children ; bleſſed Spouſe, that have 
ſuch an Husband ; glorious and rich they 


. that have ſuch full, and free, and over-aboun- 


ding promiſes of Grace and Mercy ;* that 
are Heirs to ſuch an Inheritance ; that now 
have ſuch freedom to the throne of Grace ; 
that can pray, when, and where they pleaſe, 
ahd be heard ; that are indecd a blefſing: to 
the Places, Pariſhes, or Families where they 
are, as Noah to the old World, and LZor to 
Sodom, God ſaid, if but Ten there, all [awd. 
God fays to Feremr, pray pot for this Peo- _ 
ple, I cannot deny thee, Let ine alone, ſays God mR. 
to Moſes. Why Lord who can hold the hands of Exe "ig 
Ommpotency? Says God, though Moſes aud 14. 
Samuel, and though Noah , Daniel, 4nd Job 
pray'd for theſe, not prevail. : 

Then God ts angry indeed.,as if God ſhould 
ſay, if any thing or perſon in the World pre- 


L 
A 


PY ap + 


' 


vail, theſe would, LZer me hear thy woice ſor 


it 1s ſweet, and fee thy face for it is comely. 
That Goda ſhould regard ſuch above all the /{-. 66. 2, 
World. Zhe heavens and earth the work of my *: 
hands, but to this man will 1 look, that 3s poor 
and contrite, beyond and above all elſe; he is \ 
more 10 me thas heaven and earth, Every prayer 
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of his is more worth than thouſands of Gold 
and Silver. ; Ee 
In giving himſelf to God, he gives the beſt 
thing, God will not accept Gold nor Silver 
Nec tus fi. WIChout this ; not all Goods , nor .Bodies 
nete, nec Durnt, nor Tongues , unleſs the Heart, the 
mes fine- Man's ſelf. As God gives himſelf to him, its 
me. Berii, more than all the World : Others call for a- 
ny good, Lord 1t's the light of thy countenance. 
With your ſelves you give all, your time, 
your ſtrength, your:-parts, your names, your 
intereſt, as God in giving his Son, . gives all 
? with him. 
Now this gift is only of the beſt Men, o- 
thers give their Tongues, their Knee, their 
Goods, but cannot give their Hearts. God's 
_ us to do this 1s the beſt gift we can 
receive from him. : 


2. They muſt needs be truly and enly happy, 


whom all account [0. 


1. Men, Good and Bad, account them fo. 

Gaod men, David calls them the excellent of 

?{, 16. 3. the Earth, in whom was all his delight, 
though a King a Companion of them, though 

Never ſo poor. Whatever low thoughts they 

have of themſelves, when they look in the 

Glaſs of their own Humility, very vile and 

- contemptible, yet in the Eyes of a good man, 

| Bf 15+ 4+ honorrable, he honours them; but the 
greateſt wicked man vile in his Eyes. A 
worthy Divine in Priſon with Mr. Bradford, 
' who 


whether he ſball be Sav'd or Loſt. 
who would Subſcribe his Letters, Hypocrite 
Bradford, hard Hearted Bradford, bleſt God 
that he was in Priſon with that Angel Brad- 
ford. Says God in Heb. 11. ult. of ſame in 
dens, caves, with ſheep-sbin. and g0.t-tkins, de- 
ſtitute, of whom the world 175 vt worthy, and, 
as if he ſhould fay, it's pity inch Jewels 

ſhould lye in fuch a Dunghiii World. One 
, on the place ſays, if all the greateſt, #he 
prouceſt, with all their Kingdoms, Glory, 
and Riches, were put into one tide of the Bal- 
lance,and one of theſe poor totter'd, deſpis'd 
ones in the other fide, he would weigh down _ 
all. The People cry'd out, when like to looſe Melins,e/t 
Chryſoſtom, better looſe the light of Heaven, * {* 7% 


laceat, 


IQI 


Chryſoſtom, _ 


than the light that leads to Heaven. One gum, uw 
-- obſerves on Herod's Oath, that he might have Chryſofc- 


kept his Oath, and ſpar'd Fohn Baptiſt's Head, mus nor 
for his Head was more worth than all his 4c 
Kingdom. 

- When Nazianzen was leaving a place, a m_ Fes 
good old Man 'broke out into a Paſſion, and hea _ 
ſaid, Durſt thon father leave us, and carry a- jice, 
way Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt with thee. 

How did Eliſha cry out with Elyjah, My fa- 2Kings 2, 
ther, my father, the Charist of W{rael, and the 12+ 
horſemen thereof. 

- 2. Bad men account them fo, at preſent 
they have many Convittions, if ſpeak out as 
Pilate's Wife, ſuffer many a twinge, they 
ſpeak well of them when they are dead; at 

Ge heurs they ſpeak it out, 1n a day of con- 
'viction, when the word ſtarsle and awaken 
H3 them, 
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in a day of publick Calamity ; what -hard 
hearted Pharaoh will not ſend for a Moſes 


then, and ſay, I have ſinned: in the hour of 


ſickneſs and death ;then when their faces wax 


pale, their Joints ſmite againſt each other, 


their Hearts fink and dye within them, then 
you may perſwade them to any thing, then, 
oh that they cold dye the death af the righteous, 
and in the day of Judgment they ſpeak it out 
loudly to their own horrour and confuſjon, 


2. Spirits good and bad, Angels and De- 
vils account them ſo. The Devils ſhew it by 
their malice at their Souls, he did not aim 
at Job's Houſes or Cattel, but his Integxity ; 
as a Thief aims at the Jewels not the Lumn- 
ber. He ſpard one Servant after another to 
provoke him, -and at laſt his Wite, - which he 
might have cut off. He prevail'd ſo. well by 
Eve, that he would try this way again. The 
reaſon why he went into the Swine, was: to 
provoke the Gadareres from their Covetoulſ- 
neſs, to deſire Chriſt to depart, and he pre- 
vall'd. | | 

The Angels and Saints ſhew it ; by the 


Angels attending them, miniſtring unto. 


, them, and prying into the great myſtery of 
their Salvation ; but above all, by that ſhout 
and triumph there 1s in Heaven at the Con- 
verſion of a Sinner. 


3. God accounts them ſo, and this.is more, 
and above all. He only-knows what is good 
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and- beſt. He. declares in his. word, his 
thoughts of theſe above all the reſt of the 


World ; calls theſe Wiſe,and theother Fools, 


let them be never ſo Great; Rich, and Poli- 
tick.. God puts the higheft value on theſe, 
Heaven and Earth, and all attend them. In- 
deed little mentjon is made of other Kings, 


| _ and Great men, but as they had ſome reſpe&t 


to Gods People. But what honourable men- 
tion doth God make of Abraham, and Mo- 
ſes, and David, and Fob. Abraham my friend, 
| how maſt thou not afraid to ſpeak, againſt my ſer- 
vant Moſes : David a man after mine own 
heart -: Haſft thou conſider d my ſervant Job, 
there is none like him. E240 
.- How God commends them for their Faith ? 
Heb. 11. How doth God ſpeak: to them. ſpeak 
peace ? Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, ſpeak, 


TO3Z 


ye comfortably to: Jeruſalem. Say to'the righ- Iſa, 40. 1. 


teous it ſhall be well with them, Son, be of good 
; cheer, thy ſms are forgiven. Sends an Angel 
from Heaven to tell Damel, that he was be- 
loved, and his Prayer was heard ; ſends the 
Comforter into their hearts to chear them ; 
ſpeaks kindly and lovingly, full of bowels 
of compaſſion ; how does he ſpeak for them, 
fpeak terribly to their Enemies ? How doth 
_ he ſpeak of them, call them his Jewels, his 
Portion, his Inheritance, the Apple of his 
Eye. : 
"What great things doth God do in them, 
and for them, to ſhew how precious they are 
in-his fight; give them all Grace, root out 
H 4 their 
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their Sin; changetheir Natures, make them 
partakers- of his own'Nature'; what: hath 
God done for them, born a love to them from 
all-cternity, - given his dear andonly Son out 
of his Boſom to dye for them, which is more 
than if he had given Sun, Moon, and Stars 
out of Heaven for them. God loved them 
ſo as eannot be expreſt, nor underſtood, oh 
the height, length, depth and breadth, it's 
paft knowledge. | 
-, What does God do for them, ſanQufy, ju- 
ſtify, heal, ſupport and comfort them, and 
make Heaven and Earth to 'ſerve' them , and 
ſpend themſelves in their ſervice ; tho' others 
partake of the Sun-ſhine , and Rain, of the 
dews of Heaven, and fatneſs of the Earth ; 
a Gardiner \waters and dungs his Garden, 
and the Weeds partake of the nouriſhment ; 


- but he doth it meerly for the ſake of the 


Pj.139.15 
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Herbs and Flowers. ENS 

God gave them an excellent Body, and 
wonderfully maintains it, curiouſly wrought 
at firſt, as with needle-work ; that the Eye 
ſhould ſee ſuch vaſt Heayens and Earth at a 
glance, that ſo defended with Eye-brows, 
ſhutters to clap down, eight or nine defences 
for that little curious part, the” apple of it ; 
that the Tongue can make ſuch a noiſe, ſpeak 
{o diitinftly; who could make a piece of 
fleſh make fuch a ſound, that the throat made 
fo curiouſly, as to receive down Meat and 
Drink, and convey'd into all parts of the 
Body ? How many wonders in every = 
; Eo | .1 nat 
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That the 'Leeth ſet fo exattly to meet, grind, 
and chew the Food ; that the Hands plac'd 
at the ends of the Arms of ſuch a length 
from the body, as' to help, relieve and de- 
fend - every part; that all the Joints and 
bones ſo hung, as to move all preſently ; 
that we can bow down, fit, kneel down, 
lyealong, Tiſe-up fo conveniently and com- 
fortably, that the Brain is defended with 
ſuch a thick ſcull; and the Heart barracado'd 
and fenc'd with ſuch Bones; that we can 
ſtand upright and walk on ſnch a ſmall part, 
and the Foot of that- convenient bigneſs and 
breadth, as to bear np all the Body. Thar 
one Leg of that length, as to bz mov'd a 
| convenient diſtance from the other, and ſo 
make ſpeed; we may ſay, all my Bones, Si- 
news, joints and Arteries may pralile thee. 
Much more might be ſaid of the Soul and 
the intelleAtual part. But all this is common 3; 
certainly you cannot think that God gives this 


to them as to his People; when many ſwear . 
- with their Tongues,and their Eyes full of Va- 


ntiy. Withall,how dothGod maintain their Bo- 
dies? How many excellent, curious Creatures 
given for their delight and ſupport ; Sheep 
and Oxen ſeem only to have their Life, as 
Salt to keep them freſh and ſweet: for Man, 
when he pleaſes to take them down for his nſe. 
How many innocent Creatures dye for them 


to live ? What a glorions Fabrick made for 


them to view forty or ſixty years, to paſs 
thorow to their Heavenly Canaan; and then 
Ng 0 
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to be burnt np; not good, and great,” and | 


rich enough for them, there: they muſt have 
a new Heaven and a new Earth, wherein 
dwelleth righteouſneſs. But in-this life God 
provides and gives greater and better things; 


- oh what a Treaſure in one Bible; what -a 


Pſal. 91. 
2 Chron, 
LG. 9. 


bleſſing in all the Graces. . | 
Every day God feeds them with Bread of 
Life, with Angels Food, and often with the 
body and blood of Chriſt. 
Every day cloath'd with the: Robe of 
Chriſt's Righteouſneſs. Every day guarded 
with Angels, nay with the God of. Angels. 
God is ready to do much - more for 'you; 
he would give you much more, hath bid you 
ask what.you will. But what will he do for 
you'toall eternity; he will receive you to 
himſelf, and you ſhall be forever with the 
Lord, hewill guide you by his Counſel, 'and 
bring you to his Glory. He will at. the 
great day bring you forth with great Glory ; 
ſet the Crown on your Head, put the Robe 
of Glory on: your Back, and the palme- in 
your Hand; and joy in your Heart, and the 
high praiſes of God, and the Song, of the 
Lamb in your Mouths. Then Chriſt will 
fay, Come ye bleſſed of my Father, here-is/a ktng- 
dom prepar d for you before the Foundations of 
the World I told you when you were on earth, 


Pr NS. 
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if you ſuffer d with me, and for me, you ſhould 


reign with me, Behold it is T that ſpeak, to you, 
behold the print of the nails, the piercing of. the 
ſword, whence came out Blood to juſtifie you, and 

| Water 


UM 
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1d | Water to ſanitifie and cleanſe you, and my heart 
ve | blood and love to, and for you. T ſay not now a 
formerly, come take up my yoke, come take up 
d | the croſs and follow me thorow bryars and thorns, 
3; | thorow blood and mud, ſweat and ſtorms: No, 
your labour is done, your ſorrom 1s paſt, your race 
ws run, bere 1s the Crown ;, your Enemies are 
f | vanguiſpr, they fland there in chains trembling 
e | avdconfounded,hereis your conqueſt and triumph. 
A great Perſon kiſt the hole where the Eye Con/tan- 
f Þ| was put out for his. Service and Suffering 577% 
d | bow-will Chriſt kiſs and embrace, give ho-, oy 
nour-and ſplendour for every Scar, Wound, * 
Reproach and Perſecution for his ſake. 
Then God will reward you openly : 
Here are your ſecret Prayers which no Eye 
ſaw, nor Ear heard, all in ſincerity to me in 
ſecret ; theſe Almes, theſe Fafts out 
| of real love to me ; here your Faith and Pa- 
| tience. I told you your labour ſhould not 
be in vain. I gwe you all this glory , as God 
ſaid to Abrahaw:, Look, Eaſt-ward and Weſt - 
ward, &c. All this Kingdom of glory T'give 
unto you, enter into your mafters joy, this can- 
; | notenter into you. It's too-great, too rich, 
| | toolargeand aſtoniſhing. Though 'twas a 
narrow-way,.and a ſtrait gate, that made you | : 
| ſtrip and ſtoop, yet you ſee it was to. a great 
| Pallace, a large Kingdom, 
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gr here on Earth, nay good humble || 
Chriſtians are too apt to fear, and think | 


that this is too great and teo good news to be 
true ; what ! for God toreward my weak im- 
perfect ſervices, with ſuch a maſly Crown, 
ſuch a ponderous weight of Glory, I that de- 
ſerv'd not the crumbs that fell from mine-own 
Table, to have bread of Life, and fit down 
at my Father's Table; I cannot reckon my 
preſent ſervices worthy to be compar'd with 
this Glory : How comes it to paſs, that I 
that was but of yeſterday, it's but a- little 


while ſince, I had not a Being , and now to | 


expe@ an eternal] Being. When Saxls Ser- 
vants told David of being the Kings Son, he 
anſwer'd, Seemeth it to you a light thing to be 
the King's Son i law, ſeeing that T am a poor 
man, and lightly effeem'd;and to God he faith, 
Whoam I, O Lord God, and what is my houſe, 
that thou haſt brought me hitherto? And this 
was yet a ſmall thing in thy ſight, O Lord God, 


2 Sam. 7. but thou haſt ſpoken of thy Servants houſe for 4 


28, .29. * 
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great while to come, and is this the manner of 
Man, O Lord God ? How were David and 0- 


thers aſtoniſht at this great kindneſs for an 
Eternity to come; for thy words ſake, and ac- 


cording to thine own heart haſt thou done theſe 
V. 21, 22, great things, | 


Well, 


- 
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ir - mherber he fhall be Sav/'d or Loſt, 169 
| © Well, but if God will chooſe you, quali- | 
fy you, adopt you to be his Heirs and Chil- 
dren, and give you all this Glory, and give 
you all the aſſurances that can confirm 'any 
le Þ Eftate and Happineſs, that can make it firm 
nk & and ſettled, you have no canſe to donbt and 
be | queſtion. . Only ſay,- nor unto us, not unto us, 
n- | but unto hy name be all the glory and praiſe, e- 


n, | wn-ſo father, for ſo it ſeems good in thy ſight. 


ja We have this happineſs made ſare in it 


n | Ffelf, and tous. 
y | 1. Wehavelt by Choice, by EleCtion. 


I | -1:; Godordaind and defign'd this Happi- 
e | neſs for Us, and Us for it. Before the Foun- 
> | dation of the World, God had thoughts of #?** 7: 
- | Eternal Mercy and Love to our Souls. 
: 2, God hath ſince propos'd and profter'd 
e | itto us; which he would not have done, 
but. that he is ready to make good his part to 
VS; - | 
3. Nay, God earneſtly perſwades and in- 
treats.us to accept of this unſpeakable, Eter- 
nal Mercy. Oh what large, loving, and 
earneſt invitations; is any thing in the 
World like it ? The Apoſtle fays, As thongh 2 Cor. c. 
| God did beſeech you by us, we pray you in Chrijts 20. 
ſtead, ſtrange expreſſions. 
4. God commands ns to ſeek and accept 
this great Mercy, and it's our fin and diſo- 
bedience to retuſe or ſlight it, Heb. 2. 3. 
How ſhall we eſcape if we neglett ſo great ſalva- 
ton ? 
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Q SM, 24. 


22. 


ti07?. He bids us firſt ſeek the KingUom of 
God, and lay up our treaſure in Heaven, -and 
lay up in ſtore for our ſelves a good Founida- 
tion againſt the time tocome, that we'may 
lay hold on Eternal Life, 1 73m.6. 19- 


5. We are choſenont of the reſt of Man- 


kind for this Eternal Salvation, to be for e- 
ver with the Lord. God will not looſe his 
choice. Many called, but few choſen, but theſe 
are choſen to Salvation, 2, Thefs. 2. 13. When 
others are damned, v. 12. theſe are: called, 
choſen, and faithful. 


2, Wehave it by Gift ; though we deſerve 


not ſo great a favour and bleſling- "Death s 


the wages of ſm, its due deſert, but eternal life 
is God's free gift, Rom. 6. laſt. Fear not little 
Flock,, ſays Chriſt, ZLnke 12. $2. thotgh 
you areimall, and contemptible, and incofii- 
derable here, ts your Fathers good pleaſure to 
give you a kingdom. When Alexander ten- 
der d a great thing to a mean Perſon, he re- 
ply'd, 'twas too big for him to receive; but 
he anſwer d, it was not too much nor too 
great for him to give. It's Gods own todiſ- 
poſe of, and he may do with his own what 


mn A wi Qi v i999 '  - 


38S, oi.» Mlb = lh - 85 hw © 


pleaſes him, as Chrilt ſays, ark 10. 40. 


It's a ſare poſleſſion, when the right 1s in the 
Donour, and he freely makes it over to you. 
Though you are mean and unworthy, God is 
not aſham'd to be called your God,” and he 
hath prepar d a City for you, Heb. 11: 16. 
Great things Araunah gave to David, as 4 
King. | 1- We 


UN 
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ar | 7 We have it from his love, with his 
ng | goed will and tavonr, God delights in us, 

and to do this for us;: it is your Fathers good 
| pleaſure; Luke 12-32. God ſo loved us, as to 
& ahve his Son, John 3.16. and thatlove inclines 
1. | um to give us all things; if Heaven 'and 
» | Earth and all in it will make ns happy, and 

do us good, ' we ſhall have it. He hath bid us 
ask whatſoever we will. 
en 2. We have It by his mighty POWer WOr- 

king in Us, and for Us, preparing that for 
! | us, and us forit.. Says Chriſt, John 14.1.2. 
Be not troubled in my Fathers Houſe are many 
manſions, and I go to prepare a place, and then 
on our part;. we are kept by the mighty 
power of God thorow Faith unto Salvation, 


le 1 Pet. 1.4, I» ; bk 
3.. We have it out of his inexhaufſtible 


h St” 
- | Fountain, rich treaſure ,, and unſearchable 
» | riches of his goodneſs. What cannot the 
\ | Great, Almighty and Infinitely good God 
" give. 
[ | : 

3. Wehave it as Children and Heirs from 
0 
- | our Father theie ways. 
I.. By adopting us. 
t = 
TE 2. By the new Birth. 
; 1. By Adoption. Tins 15 when a Man 
: | 2dopts and takes anothers Child tor his own. 


We were ſtrangers and Enemies, and God 
predeftinatcd ns to the Adoption of Childien, 
Erh.1, 5. And becauſe we may be afraid and 

0% 
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fore he: gives us -the - Spirit . of Adoption, 

whereby we cry Abba, Father, -Rom. 8. 15. 

and then the Spirit witneſſes:tn, and withus, 

that we are Children, v..-16.-and it follows 

of neceſlity v. 17.4f Children, then Heirs, nay 

Heirs of God, ay, and joint Heirs with Chriſt ; 

the ſame Inference we have, Gal. 4.'5,6; 7, 8. 

Firſt you are Sons, then you have the -Spirit 

to cry Abba Father ; no more a ſlaviſh, ſervile, 

mean, common Servant, but a Son. and if 16, 

then.certainly an heir of God through Chriſt. - 

Hence Chrilt is call:d-our Elder ” Brother, 

the firſt born among many brethren ; and at the 

Tem 5-29: day of Judgement he ſays, [n as much as ye did 

p35 * 5 it unto the leaſt of theſe my Brethren, ye have 

done it unto me. How.high the Dignity, how 

great the Happineſs, how firm the Security of 

— theleaſt of Gods. Children, and when he:was 

riſen before he aſcended, he ſaid, Go tell 

brethren, and ſay unto them, I goto my fa- 

* ther and your father, tomy God and your God. 

Fobn 20, And the Apoltle takes particular notice of it, 

- 17. Heb. 2. 10, They are brought to Glory as 

Sons, and v. 11. they are all one, and he is 

not aſham'd to call them brethren, v.12..my 

Brethren, v.13. I, and the Children; and 
therefore v. 14. took out fleſh and blood. 


. We have it by Birth; 
. This Birth gives us a Title to It. - 
. "This Birth fits us for it. 


| 2) 


JJ) wt 


i. We 


not ſo bold, as to call God Father, .there- | 
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[We have this Priviledge by the new 


& | Picth 3. becauſe we are at firſt born Children Fohn 4.2. 
of Wrath, and Heirs of Hell ; we muſt be 


born | again, that we. may enter into this 


| Kingdom; Chriſt- preacht this Doftrine at 


he very firſt ; they are called born of God, 
1 J0n3. 9. and ſo faid to be begotten of 


_ Gad, cbap.5. 1, 4, 18. and on this account 


called as Children, and Sons and Daughters, 
therefore Heirs, Gal. 4. 7. No more a Ser- 


want, but a Son, and if a Son, then an Heir vf 
Geog. Now who can hinder this Heir of his K07.8.17. 


Inheritance. Itis not here as with Earth- 
ly-Paxents, the Father muſt dye before the 
San can inherit, but oor Heavenly Father e- 


' ver lives. 


2. By this new Birth qualifying, preparing 
and fitting us for this Kingdom, we are be- 
gotten again toa lively hope, r Per. x. 3, 4. 
to this Inheritance incorruptible, and that 
fades not away ; and now as new born babes 
have new and ſuitable delires, chap. 2. 2. we 
become Sons of God, Feb! 1. 12. but how ? 
Bora, not of blood, nor of the will of 
the fleſh, nor of the will of man , but of God, 
u,13. It's call 'd the work of God, chap. 6. 29. 
born not of corruptible ſeed, hut of in-cor- 
ruptible ? there is cleanſing , waſhing, and 
fanctifying, when we were as others betore, 
Tit.3.3.5. But ſuch were ſome of you, but you 
arg waſhed, yeare {anCtityed, they have new 
Heads, new Hearts, new Tongues, and new 
Liyes. | 
1 3. We 


114. Every Mans grand Intereſt and Enquiry 


EPh.5.23. 


H-phzi- 
lah, z. e. 


My delight 


w in her, 
Beulah, 
Marrzed, 


- 


3. We have a right and title to it by Mar. 
riage. Chriſt the Son of God our Husband, 
and we'his Spouſe, and this given by God, 
and ſettled as your Dowry,Portion and Join- 
ture : Giving you his Son in Marriage, how 
ſhali he not with him freely: give you all- 
things. You ſhall find the word expreſling 
Chriſt's great love to his People this way. 
So. ought men to love. their wives as their own. 
Bodies ;, no man hateth his own Fleſh, but v.32. 
concludes at laſt, This # a great myſtery : but 
I ſpeak concerning Chriſt and his Chure .. God 
calls it at firſt, a Marriage-feaſt for his Son, 
Math. 2.2. 1. and bids Sinners to the Wed- 
ding, andtells them the rich entertainment, 
Iſa. 62. 4, 5. The Lord delighteth in thee, as a 
Bridegroom © rejoyceth over the Bride, Heb. 
With the joy of a Bride-groom, fo the Lord 
ſhall rejoice over thee ; nay, ch. 54. .5, &c. 
{aid plainly, Thy maker 1s thy Husband, the 
Lord of Hoſts is his name ; nor is this expreſt 
only in this life, but with reſpect to our en- 
trance into Heaven, Kev. 19. 7. The marri- 
age of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made 
her jelf ready ;, v. 9. Bleſſed are they that are 
called to the marriage ſupper : And =" day of 
Judgment is ſet forth by the Bridegroom 
and his Bride, Math. 25.beg. v. 10. The Bride- 
gr00m came, and they that were ready, went in 
with him to the marriage, and the door was ſhut. 


| => The Bridegroom will certainly have 'his 


Bride with him in Glory ; and therefore he 
gave himſelf for her, that he might _ 
_ : * « ; | : y 


Ge hey 
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fy and cleanſe her, and preſent her a glorious 
Bride without ſpot or blemiſh. have eſpou- 


ſed youto ene Husband, that I may preſent you a 2, 


chaſte Virgin to Chriſt. 


4 Wehave it by purchaſe; a price laid 
down ſufficient for it ; it's fully paid and ac- 


cepted. Though we deſerve nothing at 
Gods hands, Chriſt bought Heaven Ws; 


all 


its Glory for us : The Apoſtle is large on this, 
Rom. 5. 2. On Chriſt's account we rejoyce 12 


from wrath through him ;, v. 10. we 


' hope of the Glory of God ; v. g. we ſhall be ſav'd 
ſhall be 


fav'd byhis life ;, v. 17, we ſhall reign jn Life 
by one Feſus Chrift; v. 21. grace doth reign 
through righteouſneſs unto eternal life ;, by eſs 
Chriſt bur Lord. LS 


7. This is done by buying us out of Sla- 
yery, redeeming us with this purchaſe. We 
were Captives and Bond-Slaves, ſold under 
Sin and Satan. "There 1s a great price given 
to redeem Captives out of 7urky; we could 
. not be got off without a great Ranſome. 
The Devil, the World, and Luſts challenge 
2 right in vs; now Chriſt buys us from out 
of this cruel bondage, r -Per. 1. 18, 19. We 
are not redeem'd with corruptible things, 
but with the pretions blood of Chriſt ; and there- 
fore Chriſt challengeth a right'in us, as his 
own, 1 Cor. 6.20. Te are bought with a price, 
therefore ye are Gods, v. 19, andye arent your 1C0r.7. 
own. Therefore the Apoſtle reaſoneth ſtrong-#3- 
ly, Rom. 6, that if Chriſt dyed for us, we 


732 


ſhould 


2 Cor. 11. 


Ron, 7.14« 


T16 


Eph.1. 7. 
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ſhould live to him, becauſe weſhall live by 
him eternally. We have redemption high 
his Blood, who hath deliver'd us from 


Col. 1.14. power of darkneſs, and tranſlated us into his 


Eph.1.14- 


Kingdom. Chrift hath purchaſed. you - with 
his own blood, Aﬀs 20. 28. and: hath re- 
deem'd us from the cyrlſe of the. Law, Gal. 


3.13. FR Ree PNG 
2, So hath healſo purchaſed the glorious 


A8s 8.20, Poſleſſion for us, call'd the Redemption of 


21. 


Met. 19. 
27,23,29, 


the purchaſed poſſeſſion; Gold and Silver 
cannot-buy the leaſt corner of Heaven, not 
the common Gifts, : much leſs Grace. ,. 

3. Nay, God is-pleas'd to join us 1n as 
joint Pnrchaſers, and will have us: put our 
Hands and Hearts to the bargain, and God 
deals with us as if we bought it. Chriſt ſays, 
Rev. 3.18. I counſell thee to buy of me gold tried 
ia the Fire, 1/a. 55. 1,..2. Come buy of me 
though you have no Money nor price to lay 


down. In that Math. 25. 10. the fooliſh, Vir- - 


Zins areſent to buy Ol; 'and the Wiſeman 
ſays, Buy the truth and ſell it not. Now there 
is much, a. Sinner muſt lay down ;.. as you 
muſt part with your 'Luſts, and all Wick- 
edneſs, you muft part with the' World, all 
that is near and dear to you here ; /ell all and 


buy the pearl of price ; part with Father and 


Mother, Children, and Life it ſelf, and not 
account it dear ; and the Apoſtles ſay, He 
have left all; why, ſays Chriſt, you'ſhall have 
a kingdom. Alas ! whata ſmall matter was 
it, why a few Fiſher-nets. On the other 
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kand, Eſz« Fells this Birth-right for a meſs 
of Pottage; Heb. 12.16. Thus Sinners ſell Luke 14. 
Grace, Chriſt, and Heaven for the trifles of 18.19. 
this World ; they make as It were a bargain ; 
give tie Food, and Cloathing , and Health, -__ 3e 7 
and Eaſe,and Proſperity,and Take the Gofpel, * 
the love of God, the pardon. of fin, and a ' 
Kingdom of Glory, and deny the Lord that 
bonght them, 2 Per. 1. Now a good - Chri- 
ſtian accounts all here but DPung and Drofs, 
for the excellency of this knowledge. But | 
above all he prizeth, and embracerh, andad- 
mires Chriſt, that bonght this inheritance 
for him, and Him for it. _ 
4. By paying our Debts forns: A Man may 
be Heir to a large Inheritance, but ſuch 1n- 
cumbrances, and vaſt debts may lyenpon the 
Eſtate, that he may neyer come to enjoy it. 
Indeed we are deeply 'in debt to God, to the 
Law, and to our own Conſciences.* But 
Chriſt cancell'd all theſe Dzbts ; we conid 
| not pay one farthing ; we were Debters to 
the whole Law, Gel. 3. ſus Chriſt fal- 
filled the Law, and pads us pray da'ly to 
God to forgive our Debts, and we may plead 
- his Blood and Merits, Col. 2. 13, 14. For- 
giving all Treſpatles, and blotting out. the 
Hand-writing of Ordinances againſt you, 
nailing all np to his Croſs, 


6. We have the Title clear'd up by Law, 
becauſe there are many Controverſies may 
arie, and we looſe our Writings, and often 
I 3 blur 
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blur our Evidences ; the word is clear on our . 
fide, the title hath been tryed, and all is 
well. : | 


1. The Judge 1s0n our ſide, and approves 
of our right. | 

2. The Advocate and Counſellour pleads 
our Cauſe, and prevalls. 

3. The Title is clear'd, the Writings pro- 
duced and owned. Fr 

4. The Witneſſes are many, and credita- 
ble, and believ'd. | | 

5. The Enemies are baffled, their Mouths 
ſtopped and they aſham'd. | 

'6. The Forfeitures are cancell'd, and the 
Accuſations anſ{wer'd. = 

7. All Aſeſſonrs, approve of the Judge- 
ment on your ide. 

8. The Law is fatisfied, and we are ad- 
mitted. Se Naw? 

It would be too large a Digreſſion to clear 
uÞ theſe truths, I leave them as matter for 
your own Meditation, Search, and Satisfa- 
Ction, Kom, 8, lat, The Apoſtle challengeth 
all the World, Who ſhall lay any thing to their 
charge? Many can, their Enemies, their 
Friends, their own Conſciences ; ay, but 2's 
God that juStifieth, who condemneth 2 Many 
will; ay, but Chriſt died. If we ſm, we 
bave an Advocate with the Father, 1 fohn 
2, begin, $50 


7.. We 


"7 - as 


whether he ball be Sav'd or Loſt. 


7. We: have it as Wages and Reward. 


Though we deſerve nothing ;. yet to encou- 
rage ns in our work, God will reckon it ta 
usas a due debt, as our hire, and we may 


humbly challenge it as what belongs to us. 


That 1s, as bottom'd on Chriſt's merits, 
founded in rich grace, and grounded on 


Gods gracious promiſe; ſo that now God 


tells us he will reward every man according 
to his works, and he will not forget our 
work and labour of love, and our labour 
ſhall not be in vain ; and having fought the 
good fight, and kept the Faith, we ſhall have 
a Crown of Righteouſneſs as well as of 
Mercy. Bleſſed ſuch dying, their works 
ſhall follow them, and receive a glorions 1e- 
ward, therefore bid ſo to run as to obtain, 
and ſo fight and wreſtle, as to overcome ; 
ſoto ſtriveas if we took Heaven by violence, 
Rev. 2.2. 12. Behold I come quickly, and my rt- 
ward 1s with me, to give every man according as 
his work ſha!l be. "Therefore we ſhould think 
every day, how we live, and what we are 
doing, whether we can reaſonably and righ- 
teoully expect God fhould fay, Well done good 
and faithful Servants, eſpecially , when we 
are doing little or no good. Tho haft been 
faithful in a little, I nill make thee ruler over, 
and give thee much. 
8. We have it by conqueſt. Sir Francis 
Bacon ſays, that Henry the VII had a three- 
fold right to the Crown, by Birth, by Mar- 
riage, by Victory; But a Chriſtian hath a 
1.4 manifold 


119. 


120 


Every Mans grana Intereſt and Enquiry 
manifold right to this Heavenly Crown and 


| Kingdom. You muſt know, that we -are' all 


by Natnre Heirs of Hell, and have natural- 
ly no right nor Title to this Kingdom ; and 


where are many Enemies, mihgty adverſa- 
ries that ſtand in our way to hinder ns co- 


- ming thither. And we muſt fight our way 


Heb.2.10. 


i Cor, 15. 
25. laſt, 


through them, and overcome them,if we will 
go to Heaven, Rev. 21. 7. He that overcometh 


ſhall inherit all things, and T will be his God, and 


he ſhall be my Son. 


1. Chriſt is call'd the Captain of our. Sal- 
vation, and he conquers for us, he fights 
our battels, and hath given all our Enemies 
their deaths wound, they are dying and 


mult dye, Col, 2. 15. having ſpoiPdallprin- 


Cipalities and powers, triumphing over them 
openly. Hedragg'd them all at his Chariot- 
Wheels, aſcending into Heaven; the laſt E- 
nemy 1s Death, and that 1s a conquer'd Ene- 
my alſo. Herides on in the trinmphing Cha- 
riot of his Goſpel, conquering, and tocon- 
quer, Kev. 6. 2, He will run the Wheels of 


. his Vengeance over the loins of all his im- 


. Pſ#68.17, 
L8. 


2 Cor. 10. 
35 4 g* 


placable Enemies, and thoſe that will not 
bow to the Golden Scepter of his Grace,ſhall 
be broken in pieces by the Iron Rod of his 
Wrath ; he hath ſubdued all, and is exalted 
above all, Phil. 2. 7. &c. | 

2. Chriſt conquers in us, and helps us to 
conquer our own Luits, We War againſ 
the Fleſh, our weajons are not carnal, but 
mighty 


—_ q 
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mighty thorow God, to the pulling down 


ſtrong holds, bringing into Captivity every Qui ſeme] 


thonght to the obedience of Chriſt. Chriſt 
knocks at the door of onr Hearts, and the 
Gates, the everlaſting doors lift np their 
Heads, and the King of Glory comes in, 
and fways the Scepter of his righteonſneſs 

in our Souls. The Apoſtle ſpeaks of the 
' War between the Fleſh and - the Spirit, Rom, 
5,and inv. 24. Hecries out as one overcoine, 
hetriumphs in Jeſus Chriſt, ». 25. and ſays, 
<.'$. 1. There is no condemnation to them. The 


| Luſts war againſt the Soul to deſtroy ir, and  py,_, 


theſe war in themſelves ; But you muſt war 1. 
 agood warfare, holding Faith- and a good 
Conſcience. 

3. Chriſt alſo overcomes by and with you ; 
_ as tothe World, your Enemies, as to Temp- 
tations and Afflictions, as a good Souldier 


you muſt endure hardneſs, and not too much 2 7% 2+ 


entangle your ſelves with the Afairs of this ?? 
life. Yon muſt put on the whole Armour of 
God, Eph. 6. 10. &c. You muſt be ſtrong in 
the Lord, and in the power of his might; 
that you way be able to ſtand againſt the - 
wiles of the Devil; yon wreſtle not only with 
Fleſh and Blood , but againſt Frincipalities 
and Powers, againſt the Rnlers of the dark- 
neſs of this World, againft ipiritnal wicked- 
neſs; ſurely the Devil is a ſubtile adverſa- 
ry, an old experienc'd adverſary, an inve- 
terate malicious Enemy, unwearied and 
cruel,one that did dare to ſet on Adam in Pa- 
radice, 
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radice; on Chriſt on the Mount, on Perer | 


and all the Apoſtles; after Chriſt had given 
them his blefled Body and Blood, warn'd 
them, pray'd for them, and yet how did he 
foyl and caſt them ; how may we fear and 
look to our ſelves ; wherefore take unto you 
the whole Armour of God, that ye may be 
able to withitand in the evil day, and having 
done all, to ſtand. There is no yielding, no 
running away ; here is no proviſion to de- 
fend the back ; if you run from them, yourun 
againſt God and Chriſt, and woe be to you 
if you engage God againlt you. ; 


1. Here 1s a rich magazine, armour of 
proof provided againſt all the ſpiritual Ene- 
mies, a girdle of truth and ſincerity for your 
Loins, a breaſt-plate of righteouſneſs to de- 
fend your Heart ; no Sword nor Bullets can 
enter to hurt or kill; the Goſpel of Peace for 


your Feet, againſt the ſtony, ſtumbling, and 


. nneven way, the Shield of Faith for your 


Heads, againſt the fiery darts of Satan, and 
an Helmit of Salvation, or as 1 Thefp. F. 8. 
the hope of Salvation , which wili ſupport, 
ſtrengthen, and encourage ; and with all take 
offenſive, as well as defenſive Weapons, 7, e. 
The Word and Prayer. Here is much for a 
Chriſtian to do, to underftand all this ſpiri- 
tual Armour, to prove and uſe them; © So 
* fight I, ſays the Apoſtle, not as one that 
" beateth the Air. You muſt be ſober, be 
vigilant, and reliſt the Devil, 

| | cO.NCs 


though he. 
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' comes as a foaring, Lyon, and reſiſt him and 
' be ſtedfaſt in the Faith, and he will flee from 


, 


y Ul. ; 
E: --And you are encourag'd, that if” you 


bght, you ſhall certainly overcome, '1 Foh# 


2. 13,14- ch. 4. 4. You have overcome ; you 


| ſhall be more than Conquerours, thorow 
- Chriſt ſtrengthning you, Koz. $. lat. The A- 
poſtle ſends a Challenge to all Enemies in his 
"own and others names. We are perſ{waded, 
\neither Peril, nor Famine, nor Sword, either 
| of thoſe would vanquith the proudeſt, the 


ſtouteſt wicked man. 

3. And then you are aſſur d, that over- 
coming, you ſhall: be Crown'd with Glory 
and Honour eternally, Rev. 2.7. ©To him 


\ ©that overcometh will I. give to cat of the 
*tree of life, which is in the midſt of the 


*Paradiſe of God, v. 11. he ſhall not be 
*hurt. of the ſecond death, _ and therefore 


| muſt live eternally ; v. 17. He ſhall eat of 


«the hidden Manna, I will give him a white 


ſtone and new name ; v. 26. 27.I will give 


*him power over the Nations, and he ſhall 
© rule them, as I receiv'd of my Father, v.28. 
*I will give him the morning Star; he ſhall 
*fit,in judgement with me, and he ſhall be 
*cloathed with my Glory and brightneſs ; 
*ch. 3. 5. the ſame ſhall be cloathed in white 
*raiment, his name ſhall not be blotted out 
*of the book of Life ;- there 1s more 1n it, 
* ſhine there gloriouſly,, andI will own him 
*as Conquerour and Triumpher before my 

| © Father 
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< Father and his Angels, v. 12. Him that o. | 
« yercometh will I make a pillar in the Tem. | & 
© ple of my God, and he ſhall go no more | ® 
« out; that is, 1 will ſettle him ib' Heaven $ 
© with:ſplendid Glory forever, v--21: To | * 
*him thacovercomgth will. I;grant t0: fit in j 
- ©my Throne, even as 1. overcame, and am 
<{etin my Fathers Throne. At every verk || ,* 
there is a various expreffion of this Glory, | .* 
and to each added, © He that hath Ears let I 7 
© him hear; this is added 'to the end of each 
Epiſtleto the ſeveral Churches. _ 

Upon the whole you have all the Right 
and Title to this Happineſs, the firmeſt allu- 
rance that Þoſlible can be given. He whok 
it is, hath choſen you for it, and that for you. 
Its all his own, and at his diſpofal, 'and he 
freely gives it yon. He adopts you for his 
Children, and by the new Birth qualifies you 
for it, andentitles you to it. He efpouſeth 
you to hisdear-and only Son, whoqs Heir of | 
all things. Its bought for you by an invalu- 
able price and purchaſe. The title to it 1 

clear*d up by Law. It's paid to you, as Wa- |} 
ges for your Work. And obtaind by Con- |: 
queſt and overcoming. | 

4- As we have it thnsmadeſure in it felt, 
{o 1s it made ſure to us; both wath reſpe@ to 
God, and to our ſelves. 


Land 
Mi. Abo.w. 
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1. Asto God. 


1, He publickly-owns all this, and 'makes 
| an 


”,, (Fx 


Almighty calls you his Sons apd Davghters, 


© - 
4 0 


an open difcovery of it to all the World; and 


(declares that he is not-aſham'd to be call'd © 


their God,, becauſe he: hath provided for 
City, Hcb.11:16. A remarkableplace 


that /2. 45: 17, 18,19, 1/racl ſhall be fav'd 


with an everlaſting Salvation. :< Thus ſaith 
the Lor d that-created the Heavens, God 
thimſelt; Ihave not ſpoken 1t- in ſecret, in 


#2 dark place of the Earth. The feed of 


Kol ſhall not ſeek me invain; I the Lord 
ſpeak righteouſneſs. God publickly owns. 
all thoſe Titles, Rights and Aſſurances, and 
as 1 may ſpeak with reverence, ſeems ta! gla- 
ryand boaſt in them ;, that he hath 'choſen 


| ls, that it's his good will, great pleaſure to 
give us no leſs than a Kingdom; the Lord 


and gives you his Spirit, that you may call 2 


him Father, .chooſeth and delights in you. as 
aSpouſe for.his Son, Rev. 21.9, 10, * Come 


 *ays the Angel, 1 will ſhew thee the Bride,: , 


*and the Lambs Wife SIS 4 
-.2. AStoall thoſe,” he adds ſolemn erigage- 
ments, and his promiſe. How often hath 


. God promus'd Heaven to his People ? How 


Is it expreſt-13t. 1. 2. In hope of Eternal 


fe, which God that cannot lie, promiſed: 


before the World began : And Gods people 
are not only called Heirs of Heaven ,. but 


. Children,and Heirs according to the Promiſe, 


and Heirs with Abraham of the ſame Promiſe, 


and that they inherit the promiſes : Godlineſs nt 
hath the Promiſe of the Life that now is, and 7;.; 5 ; . 
Bhd | of | 


2 Cor.6. 
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of that which is to come. They whictare þ : 

47im,4-6. called, receive the Promiſe of Eternal Inhe- | * 
ritance. He that is tried, and endureth Temp. |. 
tation, is Bleſſed, becauſe he ſhall receive the | « 
Crown of Life which the Lord hath promi- } 
ſed to them that love him, and Favs. 2. 5. 
Call'd Heirs of this Kingdom , promis'd to 
you z therefore, though never ſo poor here, 
are rich in Faith. ; 

3. This promiſe he hath confirm'd with 
his Oath. As God hath Sworn in his wrath, 
that Sinners and unbellevers ſhall not enter 
into that Reſt. Heb. 3. 11. 18:Ch.4.1. % 
hath- he Sworn in his Love to thispromiſe, 
that they ſhall -enter into his Glory. Ch. 6, 
16.0: - 

4. He hath ſet to his Seal ; he hath Sealed 
it with his Sons Blood, and Sealed it in their 
Hearts, by his Spirit. Eph. 1. 13. 14. Sealed 
withthe Holy Spirit of Promiſe ; and this is 

. alſo given you asan carneſt ; therefore ad- 
vis'd Ch. 4. 30. not to grieve this Holy Spirit, 
whereby you are Sealed unto the day of Re- 
demption. | 

5, He hath Written down our Names in 

| the Book of Life, in thoſe Records of Hea- 
atten ven, that cannot be blotted out: Phil. 4.3. | 
20.1215. Whoſe Names are Written in the Book of 
cþ, 21.27» Life. - 
; ch,22-19. 6. He gives us the forecaſts, nay, the King- 

| dom comes down to us: We havelt #* pri- 
mitts, in primorats, in precurſore. 


# » 
ah - - 
a Poo I IS om ita gs init "» 


7. God 


 fances on his part, but a 
p- |. thoſe Gracious Qualifications, that do abun- 
! dantly ſhew it, that it's ours. 


| AIM lighted Pharoah's Court andCrown. 
Abraham left his own Country, looking by 


heres be Poalt be Saud or Loft. © 


Yor God hath not only en theſe aſſu- 
lo wrought in us 


. 1, He hath given a lively Faith, that makes 


hop'd for, evident ; now this raiſeth the 
ge to do great things on this acconnt : Moſes 
by this, ſaw him that wasInviſible, and had 
s' Eye to the recompenſe of reward, and 


Faith for this that is Heavenly, and ſo.did 
all the Patriarks do and ſuffer by Faith, 
looking for this unſpeakable and matchleſs 
Glory. He that believeth, hath Everlaſting 


Whom having not ſeen, ye Love, in whom, 

though now you ſee him not, yet believing, 
ye' rejoyce with joy unſpeakable, and full of 
Glory, receiving the end of your Faith, even 


_ the Salvation of your Souls.- Faith goes up 


into Heaven, and views the Manſions, and 
feeds, and ves upon that Glory above. 
What ſays the Apoltle 2 Cor. 4. 17, 18. We 
faint not though the outward Man decays, 


- the inward man is renewed ; why there is a 


far -more exceeding and Eternal weight of 


Glory, it's juſt before us, and by Faith we . 


look above theſe lower things, to thoſe not 

feen by the .bodily eyes, that are Eternal ; 

and therefore, Ch. 1, We Groan, and Long, 
, and 
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thoſe things abſent, preſent ; and what IS z7.s 11.1, 


& ob 2. 


_ Life ; how often is it ſaid Nay ? 1 Pet.1. 8.9. loft. 
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and Wait. As Faith. is the Evidence of that 


Glory, ſo Gods working that Grace in thy 
Soul, is a ſure Evidence, of; his giving tha; || .. 


Glory. 
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2. Upon this flow forthearneſt and impor- by 
tunate deſires, breathings and pantings, Þ / 


groanings and longings; which nothing but "Ws 


this Eternal Glory wil ſatisfie. God hath 
xcgotten 1n you thoſe immortal defires, that 
only God: and Chriſt, and Heaven, can fil 


and anſwer. When Lather had a great Pro, | s 


ſent ſenthim, he goes to Gad, and ps Be 


proteſts, that he would not be put off wi 
theſe things. - So- David often, -my Soul 


"'Thirſteth after God, the. Living God 


P/al. x7. 15. As for me I, ſhall behold thy 
Face in Righteouſneſs, I ſhall be ſatisfied, 
when I awake with thy. likeneſs: Whom 


have I in Heaven and Earth, but thee? 


Thou ſhalt guide me by thy Counſel, till thou 
bring me toGlory. My fleſh fail, that is bad; 


Heart fail, that 1s worſe z both fail, that is ' 


worſt of all ; however thou art the ſtrength 
of my Heart and my Portion for ever. 


hath wrought ſuch Hungerings. and Thirſt 


ings in the Soul, that nothing, but Bread of 
Life, Water of Life will ſatisfie ; and there- 
fore are theſe carried out in - Prayers and: 
Wreitlings, and are bid to pray , and ſeek 


-and cry for no leſs than this Crown and 


Kingdom. 


'3. Upon this is grounded a firm and {ure | 


Hope, which wonderfully ſupports and en- 
( - courageth 
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courag &th the Soul ; which God would: ne- 
pre 45K wrought and given, but _ he will 
d | | anfiver and! not diſappoint i it, Tit. ' i;+3.n - 
-- hoj esof eternal life, «which God chede cannot 
; Je bath-promis'd. See he hath begotteri us 
again toa lively hope, toan inheritance in- 
\ $corruptible, &c © And ftill that' we may. 
not fatnt and queſtion all, that our hope ” 
- ſhould deceive us, Heb. 6. 8, 19. That we 
- might have ſtrong conſolation from this hope; 
this hope is.an Anchor of the Soul, fare and - © 
f Redfalt; this Anchor 1s falt'ned on the rock 
Chriſt: Jeſus, that all the Waves and Storms 
-cannotthake or at leaſt 'hreak. Why ſhould 
_ God deceive or flatter ſnchpoor Worms ;' to 
- Aiſein us ſuch hope, if he' would ' not fall 
fit. If wedo not deceive our ſelves, God 
will not fail nordecetye us. 
4 Upon all theſe ariſeth an ardent Love 
workings and breathings of Love to ſuch a s 
Chriit, ſuch a God, "that will give ſuch 
great and glorious things 5.0 juch Poor 
" wretchleſs Worms. ' When he cries out £, ON 
| the heighth and depth of God's love, | he would 
-love highly an d largely, i Per. 1. 8. Whom 
having not een, yelove, and therefore Jong 
for and love his appearing; many promiſes 
of. Heaven made particula: 1y to this grace. of 
. | Love.” Eye hath not ſeen, what God ha ath F# 2. 5+: 
d prepar'd for them that love him. God To 
; {loves them, and they love God, that th ey ſhall 
e || live and love together for ever. 
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5. Upon all flow great joy and rejoycing ;- 


joy unſpeakable and full of Glory; it is what 


the Soul really finds,rejoyce that your Names | 


are written in Heaven ; rejoyce and- be ex- || 
ceeding glad, leap for joy, ' for great is your | 
reward in Heaven, Rom. 5. 1,2, there is Faith, F. 


being juſtified by Faith z there is. lgye, peace 


with God ; there are deſires exprelt 1a Prayer, | 4 


we have acceſs now into his preſence to beg | | 
it; add hope of Glory, and rejoice in hope |” 


of this Glory. 


Upon the whole we may certainly con- |. 


_ clude, that Heaven muſt be ours; and that 
if weare wiſeto look to our ſelves, we ſhall 
be ſay'd in a wonderful glorious manner; 
and all the Devils in Hell, and Men on Earth 
cannot hinder it, nor ſtop us from it. 
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- at leaſt think, that this Truth thus 


C H A P: VIE. 


| qo ght draw ſome. vhfticular laferclcd 
446d uſeful Corillaries from this laſt Head, 


- ButT ſhall rather chooſe to preſs home the 
| truth in particular, to perſwade you to look 


your ſelves. You have heard and read 


mich of thedreadful condition of a loſt Soiil; 
- arid the bleſſed Rate 6f a Soul eternally fava: 

| Now conſider; doth not this highly and 
" nearly concert] the, ami not 1 one of the Per- 

- ſons that muſt periſh; of live TT for 
Roee: 


* Dhj. Before I proceed, ſsitie may object 
andled 
ahd proſecuted, ſeems ſelfiſh and low; af 


not rais'd high etiough; to att altogether for 
the promoting ſelf, 


: Anſ. My deſigii herein is to raiſe you up 
to God, and above your canal ſenſiial ſelves; 


- irsthat God might have you wholly to hith- 
ſelf; that he might haye Head and Heatt; 


Soul and Body, Tongue and Life; and to 
convince you, that in loving God fincerely, 


- you loye yoiir ſelves moſt truly ; God is gra- 
_ Cibuſly pleas'd to join his glory and our own 
| £00d together. They cannot be ſeparated ; 


God would have you in this World mine 
Fe 4 ownetetnal glory, in ſeeking his glory: 
K 2 6 
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He tells you, it is for your Life, it's for 
yonr good, alas! our goodneſs extendeth not 
to him, but to our own Souls; as our fins 
hurt not him, - but our ſelves. © Do they 
© provoke me, faith God, do they not pro- 

* <yoke themſelves to the Confuſion of their 
© own Faces. When Chriſt wept over Feru- 
ſalem. was it not that they had loſt the things 
that did belong to their own peace. Chriſt 
ſays, © Ye: will not come to me, that you 
©might haye life, you will not let me fave, 
© love, and honour you, and make you eter- 
© nally happy - you will not ſuffer me to heal 
<your Wounds, pardon your ſins, ſan&iff 
© your natures, juſtifie your perſons, and ſave 
© your ſouls. Why will you dye, ſays God, 
© and Chriſt ſays, come hungry and thirſty 
© to be filled, poor to be enriched, naked to 
©be cloathed, weary and heavy laden to find 
<reſt for your Souls. It would be too large 
to run over the whole Scripture and ſhew 

Tota ſcrip- YO, it's all for your good. Luther ſaid, the 

rura boc a- Whole Scripture doth nothing elſe but ſhew, 

git, 5c, that God is, and would be merciful to Sin- 
ners; therefore to ſeek our good and well- 
fare in the right way, 1s not {inful, but good 

_ and plealing to God. 


I. In obedience to his holy commands, he 

bids us ſeek the Kingdom, ſtrive, and run, 

> and fight for Heaven ; lay up-in Heaven a 

r Tit. 6. 900d foundation. We may. be Ufſurers this 
"+19 way, lendtothe Lord, and expedt full and 
A large 


x 
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large payment? we may have an eye to the 

recompenſe of Reward. Chriſt himſelf had omnis a- 

an eye to the Joy ſet before him, Heb. 1 2. 2, mor merce- 
' God would have us ſtedfaſt and immoycable, 4# 92 ef 

and abound in good, with an eye to the re- 3” 7." 
'ward, 1 Cor, 15. laſt, ; 

- 2. It anſwers God's delign and end in all 

Salvation-work, he was pleas'd in faving your | 

Souls. It pleasd the Father to bruiſe, to 

- break his Son, to heal and fave you, to kill 

his Son, that you might live; and this is the 

very travail of Chriits Soul. All Chrifts de- F092 14- 

Fign in coming into the World, in dying, ri- !? %: 120 

Ing, aſcending up into Heaven, in litting at x o bo 

the right. hand of God, is to do: you good ; you. 

- Ccertainlythen it may he our delight and plea- 

ſure. - It's Gods end in all his Ordinances ; 

* his Word and Spirit, to ca!l, convert, waſh, 

and ſanftify, comfort, ſtrengthen, and e- 

- ſtabliſh you; Prayer appointed, that you 

may ask Wildom, and what you will, the 

Lords Supper to feed, revive, ſtrengthen, 

and eſtabliſh you ;* all Gods Promiſes are to 

fill your Mouths with Petitions ; how much 

mercy lies ſfcatter'd all over the Bible, for 

you to gather up and plead at the Throne of ,, -..,;. 

Grace; and God complains, when you will zoz Dici- 


| not come and ask freely, that your Joy may tus quar- 


- befnll. This is Gods deſign in giving his 9 

Spirit,” and all the bleſſed Graces, to com- 

fort, and teach, and guide you, Faith, and 

| Love, and Hope, and Joy, all for your 

good, Nay, Godly ſorrow, and mourning 
INES © 3 for 


134 Every Mans graud Intereff and Enquiry 
for your advantage, 2 Cor,7.11t. All Gads 


x Cor-2-7- Prayidences work together for your g0od, 


and be would have them fo improy'd. God's 
delign from all Eternity was to fave us and 
make us happy. 

3. Thetruth 1s, [cannot find that this e- 
verlaſting HappineGs,is offer'd or promis'd,or 
will be givenany other way, Rom. 2. 7. God 
will give eternal Life tothem, who by pati. 
ent continuance in well doing, ſeek for Glo- 
.ry, Honour, and Immortality ; and ». 10, 
Glory, Honour, and Peace; to every Man 
that worketh good, whether Jew or Gentile. 
You ſhall find that God doth caſt off; and 
keep, and ſhut out all that are flothful, or 
that ſlight, negle&, and will not: ſeek after 
| this Glory. 


I might propoſe four grand Enquiries of | 
moment, to be ſearcht into, and Anſwer'd. 


. Whoor what this Self is, that is 
to be ay dorloſt ? 

2. ©. Since nothing is ſo near and dear, 
how is it that the moſt deceive and: unda 
themſelves? 

_ 3- Q. How great and dreadful is the loſs, 
if Saf be loſt ? 

| . How may we ſave our ſelves, or 

prevent! l 15loſs ? 


1. Query: Whoor what, this Self is, that 
TO to be fay'd or loſt, : 


1. Neg. It 


| - whether heſball be Sav'd on Loft. 
is | 1: Neg. It cannot be meant wicked finfil 
1, | Self; it's pity this ſhonld be call'd Self; this 
»* # &wholly to be caſt ont, caft off, and ab- 
d BB horr'd, orelfe true Self will be utterly loſt. 
The Apoſtle, indeed, oppoſes himſelf to 

-. | this, Kom. 7.2 5 With the mind [ my {ef ſerve 
r | thelawof God, but withthe fleſh the !um of ſim ; 
d | therefore comfortably and boldly concludes, 
. 9. 17. 1t is 20t I, bnt finwhich dwelleth in me ;, 
' for awicked manto fay fo, is to fay, 1r's no 
more 1, but my Self, for he is nothing but a 
 Jamp of ſin ; his Head finful, full of vain 
+ wicked, worldly,proud ,envious thoughts,he 
"can fay as to his Luſts, how many and ſweet, 
(as David does of his God } he does meditate 

. 1 thoſe lower matters day and night., morn 
and even, and at noon, ſeven times a day, 
from the riſing ef the Sun to the going down 
ofthe ſame, his Head full of the World, Sin, 

-. and Vanity,he ſays to 1t,when I awake,work, 
and walk, Iam ſtill with thee, his Heart full 

of Wickedneſs, Math. 15. 19. Evil Thoughts, 
Murders, Adulterics, Fornications, "Thefts, 
 Falſe-witneſs, Blaſphemies, what a Cage of 
unclean Birds, what filthy crawling Ver- 
mine, Gez. 6. 5. The Heart evil continually, 

_ only ſo, deceitfvl above all things, and deſpe- 
rately wicked, hardned, proud, obſtinate, 

\ _-unbelieving, full of miſchief, pride, and 
envy ; now all this traſh and filthineſs muſk 

' be caſt ont, and ſuch Self renounc'd; and 
the Heart muſt be made of Stone fleſh, made 
pure, clean, tender, broken; teachable, ſo 

K 4 might 
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might I have had ſhewn, Ears open to Vani-, 


ty, Eyes full of Adultery, not ceaſe to in ; 
the Throat an open Sepulchre, Feet {wift to 
evil. But theſe blind Eyes mult be. open'd, 
theſe deaf Ears unſtopped,theſe Mouths fill'd 
with Prayers and Praiſes ; it is a whole Body 
of Sin, Kom.7. 24. This certainly 15 not the 
' true ſelf. * 


- 2, Worldly Self, nor all the things of | 


this Life, that belong to the Body, -with all 
Relations, .and deareſt and neareſt Friends, 
arc not this Sclf. Though theſe conduce 
muck to the comtort of our Lyves, and to the: 
ſupr.ort of Self; yet all theſe may be ſav'd, 
and: sclt loft and periſh. 


1. Thereis a finful worldly Self; when 
Men ſeek theſe things wholly and only apart 
trom God, thus are they ſaid to cat for them- 


ſelves, and drink tor themſelves, Zech. 7. _ 


6. faft and feaſt to themſelves, v. 5. If they 
pretend to pray, it's but howling, and cry- 
ing only for Corn and Wine, Hof. '7 14. 
This men judge, ſecking themſelyes, it's a 
miſtake. Men are undoing themſelves in 
thus over-loving and over-caring about the 


World. Here and there ſome ridefull poſt 


to Hell in full exceſs of Riot, but how many 
£0 on ſoftly and ſmoothly to Hell in worldly. 
cares, fears, joys, hopes, or ſorrows. This 
is a {elf, Soul-deſtroying ſin, without great 
noiſe and obſcryation. You may mark out a 
Drunxard, a Swearer, &c. But a worldly 
rs may >= >. > "Moc 
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* »' whether he ſballbe Sev/dor Loft 


? 


up far your ſelves treaſures on Earth ; 


+ 


retch paſſeth for aſober man, and ſhelters 


| himſelf under Scripture, 1 Ti. 5. 8, worſe 


than an Infidel, it not provide for himſelf, his 
own-; Whereas this was ſpoken againſt the 
Widow,, that liv'd in pleaſure and, luxury, 
7.6., the Idle that wander from Houle to 
Houſe, and eat others labour, 2 Thef. 3.11. 


* Tt's far. from encouraging ſinners to mind no- 


thing but Earth, and.not mind Heaven, not 
touch the Bible, or put up one praycr all the 


\ Week. nay, be grudging the Lord's day as 


too long and necdleſs, Amos 8. 5, When will 


the Sabbath be gone. Certainly that is no Self- 
| love, but Seli-hatred, elſe why is the word of 
* God ſo much againſt it ? Chriſt fays, Math. 


6. no leſs than three times, Take no thought, 
25, 31, 34. Love z0t the world, nor the things- 
of the world, 1 Fohn 2. 15. Tou cannot love 


"God too, v. 15. beſides what is in It but the 


Luffs of the Fleſh, the luſt of the Eyes, and 


. the pride of Life, v. 16. and it is not of 


God; that is the love of the exceſles, greedy 


| Cefires. and -reachings after more gain ; 


and Ambition, Vain-glory, affefting great 
Honour ;'t all paſſeth away, . 17, and there- 


* fore not worth our love, that ſhall laſt for 


ever, if fix'd on God the eternal obje&t. God 


accounts it Adultery in Men or Women, ar. 


4 4- though men think they may thus love 
the World and God too. No, you make this 
your God, and it 1s Idolatry ; you. -muſt | not 


37 


labour for the Meat that periſheth ? nor lay Fohn 6. 


up 


27. 
lay Math.6,14. 
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up ſomewhat you may, but not as treaſures 
or as what is laſting ; nor ſet your affect. 
ons on things below, if you will ſweat, and 
tug at and after it, you will pierce, hurt your 
ſelves, moſt men 
they do themſelves much good, pleaſe, glo- 
Ty and boaſt themſelves in it : You muſt he 
content with godlineſs, and account that | 
great gain,v.6, Nay,God would not have you 
{et your Eyeson it, nor much mind and ya. 
lue them. Now can you imagine that this | 
is true Self-loye, that is ſo pernicious and de- 
ſtructive. | : 
2. There is aloving Houſes, Money, Plea- 
ſures, Friends, Relations, and that 1s not 
this true Self-love. If it be exceſſive it's dan- 
gerous and deſtruCtive ; loving Wife, Hus-' 
band, Children, tooamuch, is a great fin, a 
great ſnare ; when [Relations are pleafing, 
they often lull afleep in ſin and ſecurity, more 
than when froward and crofs ſometimes. How 
many loving Husbands and Wives, tender 
indulgent fond Parents and Children hurt 
and deſtroy one another, kill with this kind- 
neſs; many ſuch loving tender Relations 
ſpend away their precious hours and days to- 
gether in ſloth, folly, and Idle diſcourſes, 
and goon together quietly to Hell. Not pro- 
voke one another to love God and to: good 
works. What a dreadful ghaſtly meeting 
w1ll there be at the laft, between careleſs in- 
dulgent Parents, and wicked, looſe, idle 
Children ; when the Child ſhall fay, my ws 
| tner 


believe it not, Hut think f 
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_ .: whether he fball be Sau dor Loft. 
_ ther or Mother never watcht over, reprov'd, 
exhorted me. It's true, I had Meat and 
\-Prink and Cloathing from them, but not a 
word of my fad condition by Nature, of my 
faced of a Saviour 
"riſking Eternally. How many rules are Is 
yen to all theſe Relations ? So far as you 
*negle&t them, or fin againſt them, fo far you ca 3. 18. 
wrong yourſelves and one another. 


hard, t/a. 55. 1,2. and yet 


, of my danger of thus pe- 


-. Facome yet nearer» loving ones own Body 


apart. from the Soul, is. not this true Self- 


7e; nay, often Self-hatred, 2s Fleſh and 


j Spirit areoppos'd ; this is call'd Self in ſome 
"ſenſe, as Fob 1. 12. All that he has is in thine 


herd, only upon himſelf lay not thine hand, chap. 


.2.4 5- Therefore Satan ſays, the Cattle and 


Goods, and Houſes not fo near, but touch 
him cloſe to. the'Skin, v. 5. touch his bone 


S and fleſh, ſo v. 7. he ſmote him with fore 


boils. I confeſs this ſeems near Self, and it 
is part of Self; but how many thouſands 
rune their Souls, that take great care of the 
Body. All your care may be what to eat, 


and what to drink, and what to put on, 


{trive, run and ride, riſe early, and go-to 
Bed late, ſpend your-ſtrength, and labour 
| 1th for want 
of real Bread, and what will ſatisfy and do 
you good. How will theſe pains, ſweating. 


labours, and contrivances about this poor 


frail Carcaſe , that muſt * lye rotting in 


_ theGrave ſhortly, riſe up in Judgement, a- 


gainſt many, the moſt that could not ſpend 
n | one 
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one hour it a week, one.g narter:of an hour 
ina day avout their precgts and immortal 
SSuls; and this-is thi 4.0 earneſtly ſeek: 
ing only the. U1n2% 5241, theBody, Houſes, Þ m 
Money, Food, -&«c. 7. 2. 21, Though WH 
they ſeem to ſeek their own things, they ac- WW a 
count it ſo, it's their miliaie. Is that man Wh 
wiſe for himſelf, that lives in a City. or a'Þll G 
Country tor five or ſix, y-ars, and is. to 1e- If ju 
move to another for huriareds and thouſands Þ n 
&k 
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of years, and ſhall haye no provifon in that, Þ 
Countrey, but wizat he now lays up and ſends 
thither whilſt here, and-yet he ſpends all his | 
time in building here, and trimming and. 
dreſſing here. Is he mindtul. of himielf that 
knows his Soul mult out of this Tabernacle, 
and provides not an Houſe in Neayen. Can- | 
not ſay, as 2 Cor. 5. 1. We know we have 9ne, 
oO anima- but ſay at lait, whither art thon going my 
# vaguls dear precious Soul. 
—— 2. Why then certainly. the Soul of Man 
” 1s the true ſelf. At firſt Man is denominated 
by it, Ger. 2.7. And man became a_living Soul, 
What the Soul of the ?a: is, that the Man is. 
Not but that the Body alſo partakes of -this 
care and bappincis. Compare Math. 16. 26 
with Zuke 9, 23. In the former, it is, he loo- 
ſeth his Sonl, in the later he looſeth ' him- |} : 
ſelf, or 1s a caſt-away, therefore Chriſt faith, Þ} 
we ſhould not fear them, that carinot kill 
the Soul, 244th, 10:28, and God bids ſinners | 
incline their Ears'to him, and- hear and their 
Souls ſhall iye, and their, ſouls ſhall delight 
In 


UN 


KH inpherber he ſhall be Sad or Loſe. 
Þ i fatneſs, 7/a.. 55. 2, 3. all is wc! when 
the Soul lives and proſpers: Come wntd me; 
al B faith Chriſt, Math. iz 28, 29. and yon ſhall 
find reft to your Souls, Therefore the Wiſe 


B Hethat minneth Souls, js wiſe, As a man gains 
& or loſeth his Soul, {© is he bleſſed, or miſera- 
ble; What doth an Hypocrite gain ? when 
God:taketh away his Soul, Job. 27. 8. truly, 
- Þ juſt nothing. What a Fool was the rich 
's Þ man, Zzke +12. 19. to ſay thou haſt Goods 
it. & laid up for many years, therefor: Soul take 
Is Þ thineeaſe ; alas, poor wretch ! his Ground 


is Þ and' Barns had not - ſuitable Food- for his: 


d Þ Soul; but God ſays, v. 20. Thou fool , this 
it. W night thy ſoul ſhall be requircd of thee ; that 
; | muſt: go to another place, an then whoſe 
- | ſhallall thoſe things be ? So 15 he that layeth 


, © uptreaſure for himſelf, v.21. and is not rich _ 


y Þ towards God; that which he miſtakes for 

himſelf, but is not true Self. When God at 
n | firſkmade Adam, Ger. 2.7. God made the 
d FF Body of the duſt, but the Soul was the breath 
. Þ ofGod, and therefore it is ſaid; 2an became 
. | aliving Soul : That was the Man, that No- 
3 | ble} High , Heaven-born Being. Oh that 
 # Mendid but know the worth of their Souls, 
- | immortal Souls, capable of enjoying God to 
- Þ allEternity, made by God at firſt as part of 
, | himſelf, and redeem'd by Jeſus Chriſt, and 
1 I therefore a Soul is more worth than a thon- 
s | fand Worlds, what give in exchange, no- 
r- | Wing, not all the World? And how are 
* | | theis 


man faith; and God by him, Prov:all- $0. . 


, i 
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' theſe precious ſouls lighted and deſpis'di | 
Each of you have a Soul within committed. 
to your Charge and Care, that is more thah 


- World. It's what the Soul; is' that the Man 


conſtitutes that, takes the man; It's ob- 
ſervable, Eccleſ. 12. 15. Fear God and kgey 
his commanaements , this is the whole anty of 
21an ; To we renider it in our Tranſlation du-. 
ty ; but inthe Hebrew it's only; The whole, | 
This whole man; this 1s all; and gives them? 
ſtrong reaſon, », 14. for there is a great day 
of Judgement , when, according to this, 
| Manwill be loſt or ſay'd; 
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Upon this Head of True Self, I lay dowi 
theſe four Propoſitions: 


I. That moſt men are apt to looſe this rea 
Self. 

2: That yet nothing is nearer or deartt 
than this Self. | 

3: That if this Self be loſt; all is loſt. 

4: That if this Self be ſavd; all is 
ſav'd; — 


t. Prop. Moſt men are in danger of de- 
ceiving, undoing, and Ioofing themſelves; 
Some looſe their Money, ſome. their Gredit, 
others their Trade, many their Health, ſome 
their Lives; but moſt looſe their Souls; 
themſelves, that are wiſe and careful to =_ 

all 


"XI <4 


Wor Md 
bog SY EP s.. 3:00 
4 By IR 


F $ £2 Tis . : "= EIS 


if you had an Empire, the care of the whole | 


is; and $6 all. the good that concerns and I 
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ul. things. They are not ſenſible of 


this Joſs, nor {0 much afraid of it. Many 
| that will not give you a Penny,nor a Shilling, 
"will give you two or three hours of precious 


2 # time, more worth than thouſands of Gold 
nd }/ and Silver. Many that will be watchful you 
. | donotpick their Pockets, rob their Houſes, 
| © eatthem in their dealings,will lock np their 
of | Cheſts, their Bouſes, watch againſt Fire and 
n: | Storms, and yet will let the Devil and the 
le, | Worldrob them of their Prayers, of their 
\> | Reading, hearing, ſteal away the Word, 
"Y | fome not ſuffer Weeds in their Gardens or 
is | Fields, will ſuffer Cares and Riches toi choke || 
the good Word. Many that are wiſe and pro- : © 
vident, {aving and ſcraping for the World, ” 
n | arevery expenſive, laviſh, and prodigal of 
&ous ſeaſons, and means of Grace. This 
' not the condition of one, or a few here 
i | and+there, but it's indeed the fad fooliſh 
- condition of the moſt. Many ſhall be wiſe, 
* ive good advice about Mens Aﬀairs in the 
orld, and others: ſhall take good counſel 
and warning. about - their Eltates, their 
i; | Ground, their Cattle, their Friends; and 
yet. be altogether, negligent of their own 
gogd, and love not faithful dealing about 
: | - their Souls. It's ſtrange to obſerve many, 
.. | they will feed their Horſes, their Oxen, their 
- | Hogs, and ſtarve their Souls; fave, if poſſi- 
e | ble, allthings but themſelves. Angry with 
- | any that will cheat and couſin them, and wn 
e | . the meanwhile cheat themſelves, andnot dif- 
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pleas'd. 'Nay, many Learned, that undetſtanq 


molt Lanj uages, ftudy deep Points, $kilfyl 


in Arts and'Sciences, but ignorant of them. 
ſelves, careleſs. of their own Souls; - knoy 
many, molt things better than the ſtate of 


their own Souls. 


' Many good Husbands, thrifty about thee 


worldly affairs, ſober 2nd innocent as to'0: 
thers, 'and yet wholly negligent in their dy- 
ties fo God,-and fo cheat their own Souls, 
Many Women good-Honſewives, provident 


and induftrious ahont the World, but never : 


pray to-God. nor think ſeriouſly of Eternity, 
You: may find the Houſe cleanly, the Food 
wholeſom, and ſavory, their entertHifunent 
courteous, 'their behayiour obliging;, the 
Houſe well order'd and furniſht with neceſ- 


faries, -and'the Soul and Life all out of order, 
the Head- etnpty of ſaving knowledge, and 


the Heart dead and harten'd.in ſin; not-otic 
word of God or Chriſt with delight and feri [- 
ous enqiiiry, The Bibles 1ye- in their Win- 
dows, but'very ſeldom in their Hands, taken 
up ſeldom all the Week; unleſson the Lords 


""Day, :and then read in a cuſtbmary care- 


leſs manner; not ſearch and dig ' as for 
a hid treaſure, far from crying” after-know- 
ledge , ſeldom or never down on their Knees 
alone one quarter ofantour, to pray forPar- 


don, or a Kingdom of Glory. Alas! alas! 


can the moſt thus delude and deceive them- 
ſelves, and think this is ſtriving to-enter in 
at the'ſtrait Gate, and that this is taking 


Heaven by violence, How - 
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'- How many Trades-men, Husband-men, 


labourers, Servants, Parents, Children, all 


- buſie about other matters, and neglect their 


own Souls, {ſpend two, three, or four hours 
in idle tattling, it may be ſinful and vain, ar 


| Cards or Dice, or ſpeaking againſt their 
Neighbours, whole Winter Evenings ſpent 


in a ſluggiſh, lazy way, telling "idle ſtories 


by the Fire, not a Chapter read, and if pray 


2quarter of an hour, that is too long, and 
they are weary and ſleepy, but not a word of 
thoſe complaints before. Thus all fooliſhly 
deceive themſelves, and whole Families go 
uietly to Hell together; ſome quarrel, and 
iſcontented go on in a more brozd and o- 


"pen! way to Hell. Some ſpend days and 


nights in Taverns and Ale-houſes, many pre- 
tious idle hours and days in Coffe2-houſes, 
and ſuch publick places, where men are 
cheating themſelves of time, that is more 
pretious than all the treaſures of the Earth, 
throw away the Purſe, and then throw away 
the Jewels and mony in it. It's a ſeaſon ro 
pray:in, to love God in; to prepare for Glo- 


Tryin. Yetthe moſt,” 1 had almoſt faid all, 


are guilty, of cheating themſelves daily of 


their beſt treaſure, and yet complain nd 


ty out,when-God comes to take 1t away by 
death.” ' Why ſhould” God continue that, 
which they know not what to do with, but 
call their ſports their paſtimes to walſt it a- 
way? You willfind at laſt,, there was not 
one honr ot day inyour whole life, that you 

0 [. could 
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could ſay, This is mine own, and I. may dg 
with it what I pleaſe. What ſhall be ſaid or 
done to convince the moſt of this folly and 


madneſs ? 


2. Prop. That nothing is fo near and dear 
as Self. 


Nothing can be ſo near and dear as Self, 
I know Relations and tender Friends may he 
dear, Rom. 5, 7. Scarcely and peradventure | 
dye for a Righteous man ; who, where,ls the 
Man or Woman that would lye forty years in 
torment for another ? I have obſery'd the lo- 
ving Wife, the tender Mother, weep and re- 


*fuſe to be comforted, at the death and loſs of 
_ the belov'd Relation, but ſuch in time return 


to their food and ſleep, and ſoon forget the 
Grave. As Abraham ſays to Sarah , Gen. 
2.3. 4. that 1 may bury my dead out of my 


ſght. This hath been a-great ſnare to make 


neglect our ſelves,our great fondneſs to Rela- 
tions ; . Love thy neighbour as thy ſelf ſuppo- 
ſeth Self dear, and that which hath the pre- 
heminence 3-if 1 dye, rot, and am undone, 
what though my Son or Daughter, or any 
Friends, cat, drink, and laugh ? - How lit- 
tle are we concern'd about our Grand-ta- 


_ thers, or Grand-mothers, nay, about our 


Fathers and Mothers,that dyed twenty years 
ago ? Are we thoughtful how '"twas with 
them the laſt Night, the laſt Week, the lall 
year ? It may be they pity'd,, and wept over 

| | ; B55 
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ns, if we were hurt; or in dangerof it. And 
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thus will our Children deal with us; it may 


be go from the Grave, and either pleaſe them- 
ſelves in what we leave them, or fall out a- 
bout it, Eccle/. 4. 16. they that come after 


| ſhall not rejoyce in us, * Fob 14. 20. The Fa- 


ther is laid in the Grave, v.21. His ſons come 
to honour, and he knows it not, or they are 
brought low, and it's all one to him, bur, 
poor wretch; he is tormented . in Body and 


Soul, v. 22, The Son rants and roars on an 


Ale-bench, or Tavern, . ſpending that the 
Father greedily, or unjuſtly, got, and ſee 


' roaring in Hell for it. Fooliſh beſotted Crea- 


tures, that we do ſee, and yet cannot fee it, 


 foas wiſely to conſider it. Many Parents are 


fond of thoſe Children, that at preſent de- 
ſpiſe and laugh at them, and will rejoyce at 
elr Death: | 
' 3. Prop. That if Tamloſt, all is loſt, as ts 
t0 me. 


I make a great ado about Houſes, Eſtates, &c: 
'Twill not be long with me as now 'tis; it's 
but a little while, and Houfes will be no 


 Houſest® me, Food and Cloathing nothing 


to me, I mult lye down in the dark, cold, 
filent Grave, Night and Day, Winter and 
Symmer. ' heſe Eyes ſhut up, theſe Ears 
and Mouth ſtopt with dirt and rottennefs. 
How ghaſtly is the ſight of ſome dying, men? 
Their Eyes ſunk in; ' their Throats ſcorcht 

E 2 with 


When I dye, this Feaven, Earth, and 
Seas are nothing any more to me. Here 
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with drought, their Bowels and Heads rackt, 
their Limbs failing, their faces gather pale- 
neſs, it may be their Souls full of horror and 
confuſion ; and their Friends ſtand by,weep- 
ing and ringing their hands, but cannot caſe 
their pains, heal their wounds , ſtrengthen 
their limbs, refreſh their bowels, ſcatter 
their fears, pardon their ſins ; it mayjbe, it's 
terrible to them to ſee ſuch miſerable com- 
forters; 1t may be, increaſe their horrour, to 
think how they have ſinn'd with them ; but 
alas, poor wretch ! the ſtanders by ſay, let 
him alone, diſturb him not, leave the Room, 
let him alone now, what, that dear Friend | 

fo often embrac'd, ſo much delighted to 
converſe with; ay, be gone, that Tongue 
mult ſpeak no niore to thee, he is ſpeechleſs, 
he gapes and ſweats, groans and ſhrieks out; 
what, let him alone, to whom? to cruel 
Death, he is now in other hands, it may be 
dragging before an angry God. Now what 
ifa loving Wife, and many tender Children 
wept over him, if his Heart be not right 
with God, all about and before him are no- 
thing to him. Well, but he is dead , why 

then provide to have him out of the way, lay 
him in a winding ſheet, lay him in the 

Grave, throw dirt upon him, cover him 

deep enough, that he ſtink not, away the at- 

tenders go, and all the once neceſſary provi- 
ſions ; but in the mean while, where 1s the 
poor Wretches Soul ? appearing before God's 

Tribunal. Now judge ſeriouſly, and believe 

it 
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©, /4 Prop, On the other hand all is well, if we 
are favs. _ | 

We can part with Friends here, to go to 
better above. Said a good man to one weep- 
ing by him, Weep not for me, I am go- 
inz to a Father that will do me no hurt. Bow 
pleaſant and comfortable, to ſee a good man 
or woman dying with Triumph and Joy; 
its beyond all the great Things, and 
Splendour, and Acclamations of this Life. 
This [day of Death is better than the day 
of Birth. I thank God, I have ſeen and 


heard many depart triumphing, and with- 


out horror, and amazement, told me, © Once 
*Death was terrible, but now it's nothing 
*to me to dye, I long to bz diſſolved, Come, 
Lord Feſus, come quickly. Another ſaying, 
expreſling a great deſire and willingneſs 


; to dye, © Was ever weary. Traveller afraid 


of” coming to his Journeys end too ſoon, 
or Heir to: his Inheritance; I am as ſire 
*of going to Heaven, as that now-I ſee 
you. - Another juſt gaſping out his laſt, 
ſaid, © The, Glory is unexpreſſible I now 
ſee. Another ſaid, I am not afraid to 
* dye, not becauſe I have been ſuch a good 
*Servant, but , becauſe I am going to 10 
* good and gracious a Maſter, Now, can 
any thing be grievous or troubleſome to 


ſuch a'one, that is going to reſt, and 


then all is well ? <*It's but a dirty Lane 
E3 *tq. 


* whether he ſhall be Sav'd or Loſt. "© 49 
_5t aforehand, that all the World is nothing 
\ to you, if. you. periſh. | 
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© to. my Father's Palace, a, dark paſlagy 
©to my Heavenly Manfions , it's but ſhut. 
© ting mine Eyes, and I am, in, Heayen, 
ſaid one dying, to her tender, dear Child, 
<T loveyou well, but my Chriſt and Hea- 
* yen better. Nothing can. be' ſo near and 
dcar as Self. F2. 


whether he ſhall be Sav'd op Loſt. 
CHAP. VIE 


2. Query. Whence 151t, that men are ſo apt to 
deceive and loſe themſelves, when nothing is 
fo near and dear and nothing can make 
amends for this loſs ? 


This is worth our ſerious Enquiry. 


1,'F T 15 from our ſelves. 

* 2. From others. 

- 1] could give. many Reaſons from- our 
ſelves. | 


I. Here 1s one in the Text, becauſe we 


- think our ſelves to be ſomewhat. It's hard 
. to:convince Men, that they are nothing, 


Men will deceive themſelves. Who could 
imagine, that:men ſhould be poor, and blind, 
and miferable ,. and naked, and yet think 


themfelves rich and need nothing, Rev. 3. 


16, 17. men arc not ſuch Fools and ſo mi- 
{taken about this World, Wil any men 


ſow Chaff, and expect to'reap Wheat ?-And 


the- Apoſtle ſays, Be not deceived , God is not 
mocked; no doubt of that, if we deceive our 
ſelves and others, God cannot, will not. be 
cheated. Hear v. 7. following my Text. 
For whatſoever a man ſoweth; that ſhall he reap. 
Who doubts of that ? yet v. 8. though men 
ſow to Corruption, and for Hell, they hope 


to reap Heaven. Again fays the "Apoſtle, 


's 4 | I- Cor. 
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'* x Cor. 6.9. Know ye not', that the unrighteous 
ſhall not come to heaven, be not deceiv'd? inti-. 
mating, that ſuch groſs abominable ſinners 
are apt to deceive themſelves, and Idolaters, 
and Adulterers, and Drunkards, that live. 
and dye ſo. ſhall be ſav'd; ay. but-they are 
deceiv'd, --Now 1s not this common amongſt 
us, do not ſuch as never pray, ſuch as. are 
ignorant, -Prophane, idle ; ready*for every 
evil work, reprobate- to good, lye down 
and riſe up, bid their Nejghbour good ffior- 
row and good night, eat and laugh, wlow 
and ſow, and reap, take all the times and 
ſeaſons, and never fear Hell, nor care for 
Heaven, and yet doubt not but all will be 
well and be angry, if any queſtion or doubt 
2: From non-conſideration, from want 
of ſerious conſideration, and diligentſearch 
and enquiry. Men will: not. fit down and 
conſider what they are, what they:ought to 
be, what they might be, what they are: do- 
ing, nor wither, they -are going-.- They | 
are notat; leaſnre, atleaſt: nat at preſent , it | 
may be-«they, may hereafter. 4: doubt not 
but there-3re many. in-Hell, that did: reſolve 
to call themſelves to a ſtrift account once be- 
fore they died , bat that once never: came. - 
Oneadviſeth, he that would reſolve torepent 
one day before his death, ſhould this preſent 
day; becauſe he knows not whether he ſhall 
have a _morrow. Oh |! that men could be 
bronght to this great duty of Self-examina- 
CE A WS - tion, 


, 
ww 4 


UM 


us 


whether he ſhall be Sav'doy Loft. 
tion, and ſerious Conſideration; and: to: put * 


ſome cloſe and ſearching queſtions to them- 


| felves- Am I really converted,and new-born, 
or no? Am 1a Childof God, or the: Devil ? : 


Certainly: there is and mnft be a vaſt diffe- 
rence: betwixt Heaven and Hell, and there 
mnt be avery great difference betwixt the 
Heirs of ſuch Glory, and the Fire-brands of 
Hell Can think, God will giveſych match- 
kfs Glory to the one, and throw the other 
into' unquenchable burnings , but that he 
makes a- mighty change on the one here? 
Whercin doth it appear ,, that I differ from 
dthers,” that I fear are going in the broad 
way to deſtruction ? What do I more than 0- 


| thers,' do not even the Worldlings and Car- ' 
nal the-ſame ? What if I ſhould be deceiv'd 
and undone to all Eternity ? What if I cry © 


peace to my ſelf, if God ſpeaks not. peace, 


his Word: ſpeak no peace, if mine own 


Conſcience and Life ſpeaks no peace ? What 
ſinall matters do fatisfy and content - the 
moſt ? Had they no better Evidences for their 
Eſtates; 'no better grounds to Hope well, as 
to'their Health and Lives, than they - have 
about tlieir Souls eternal Life, how uneaſie 
and "reſtleſs would they be ? But men will 
nop {ct fome. time apart, ſit down alone; 


ſearch their Souls and Lives, debate matters . ;. ;.. 
- with themſelves jſome ſuch queſtions as theſs <3, 
my beofa:preatinſe. I know I was born'lw' 


ling:and conceiv'd in iniquity, have I found 


any tealchange, 'can I ſay , whereas 1 was 


blind, 
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blind, now I ſee? Again,every day I am by- 
ſie, Head, Heart, - and Hands . employ. 
Are my:thoughts Spiritual -and - Heavenly? 

P/.104-34 Can I ſay to God, my meditation of thee is 

Fo ſweet, and in the multitude of my thoughts, 
P9419 letthem be of the great-and rich things of 

pf. 139. the World, orof the troubles, croſles., and 

19, 18. loſſes, thy comforts delight my ſoul. Nay, ery 

out experimentally, How. pretious are. thy 

tboughts:to me, O God, how great the ſum, more 

than the ſand, when'T awake I am ftill with thee, 

DolI love God with all mine Heart and Soul, 

and hate every falſe way ? Dol pray: as ane 

that- believes God wilt hear and anſwer. ? 

What'are all my Prayers, if they do not 

" reach Heayen , and mine Heart: and Life? 

Do I believe that ſome mens Prayers are an 

i FM. 1.11. abomination, as well as their ſwearing and 
_ curling ? Do 1 groan and fink under the fin 

* = 3'Iconfeſs and beg-pardon of? Do I grieve, 
weep in. bitterneſs of Spirit ? I-muſt weep 
now,.or-roar in Hell. Am I reſtleſs,” crying 

mightily and continually to: God; till 1 ob- 

tain pardon, peace and [healing 2 Alas the 

moſt:do but trifle in their ſolemn addreſſes to 

God? Where are the Perſons that do pour 

out.thewr Souls in Complaints: and importu- 
nate-Requeſts? Do I verily believe; that God 

Luke 18,1 Clights in thoſe Prayers, and not delight in 

"wy them: my ſelf. ? Why ſhould 1 deceive my ſelf 

- with-empty dead ſervices, -that:God-is not, 
cannot he pleas'd with, as good never a whit, 
25 never the better ? How many, would BY 
| as * 


UM 


't 
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fit down and conſider, would find, that they 
- verily believe God will not hear -them , nor 
regard ſuch work ; is it ſuch a Prayer, ſuch 
2 Faſt, ſuch hearing as 1 delight in? And, 
therefore. have. they not boldneſs. in God's 
preſence. Thus may-you ſearch and inquire 
28 to every Duty, and the whole courſe of 


| gal lives. Conſider and enquire, am 1 


ow doing what God requires, both for 
matter and manner ; can] ex God 
ſhould fay, Well done, good and faithful 
Servant, when Iam doing little or nothing 
that is good ? Canl believe that this is ſtri- 
'ying to enter in at the ſtrait Gate, at leaſt ſo 
toſcek as to be able ? May I not fear,though 
1 ſhould at laſt ſay, Zord,oper, T have heard * 


"many Sermons, read many Chapters, that, 7s 
rl ine 


God. ſhould ſay, depart, 4 never knew you,that 25. 

1s, to. approve of you, or delight in you. 1 Math.7.24 
ney your Hypocrifie, but not your ſinceri: 26. 

ty. . Can I think that all Ido from morning a 

to night, from the beginning of the Week and ,,", - al 
Year to the end, is running, and ſo running The ug. 


*asto.obtain. Is this ſtriving as for the Ma-gard lying 


Mery, fighting as for a Crown ? Is this idle, 7 «14 
Hazy, ſenſual, vain, unprofitable life, labou- 2's 144, 
ring and watching , and taking , Heaven by gc et 

yiolence ? For. the Lords ſake, for your Souls laborare. 

bike, ſearch and. deceive not . your ſelves. 


Would you but bring your Hearts and Lives, 
words and works to the Touch-ſtone, to the 
\Balance, to the light of the word, and ſtand 

ta 2trial? What traſh, what trillings would 
=> 4 SIT OTA OI ON SALES. J 4 2 - potter ; 
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On 
Ky * Fe * 
£ - % - 
* Pu 


T56 Every Mans grand Intereſt and Enquiry 
you find mnch, that now goes for duties and 
fervices. Alas ! men' wHl'not-be faithful 
to' themſelves. On Ny 04 


'T.- Did Chrift, the Apoſtles, theProphd\ 
andall the good:men of old thus live as I 'do? 
6 Did not they deny themſelves , . go' croſs to 

the ſtream and courſe of this wicked' world, 
were Zealons and abundant in doing good; 
pray morn and even and at noon; ſeven rimis 
a day pray,praiſe, meditate on the word day ||. 
and night, have reſpect oall God's comman- 
dements ?'' Now I hope for'the ſame mercy, 
call the ſame God Father, hope he will love 
. and defend me as them ; why then ſhould 
I not do the ſame work, as'wellas exp<'the * 
ſame reward ? If T have Facob's God and re» 
\  fuge, I muſt hayeFacob's hope and reliance; 
Pf. 146.5. if Abrahan!s bleſſings, have Abraham's Faith, 
Obedience, ' Self-denial, be ready to offer 
up our {/aac's atſo. I know -not, why we 
ſhould not labour to be as any of thoſe before 
us z pray and praiſe, and love as imich. 
: Can we think,that thoſe things were written 
Rom. 15.4. Only for ns toread what they did and ſaid? 
, why, they are gone to Heaven, but we-muſt 
-- believe the ſame, do and ſuffer as they. The 
-- + Apoſtle plainly ſays, Heb. 6:11,.12.. Every 
one of us muſt ſhew the ſame azligence to the full, 
aſſurance of hope to the end,nor muſt we be ſlothful- 
followers of them, who through faith and patience 
inherit the promiſes ; that is, if we will come 
totheir end, to their reſt and happineſs, " 
my 


_ >, CY Ss Amb Ywennd Woman} own 


UM 


hh, 
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muſt tread in the ſame ſteps,go the ſame way 
daily. KR So 
+2. Can we imagine, that God ſhould give 


| f many counſels and warnings, ſo many 


recious choice encouragements , | promiſe 
Feb great and good things, only for us to 
live careleſs, looſe, ſlothful lives ? Need {6 
much be faid, -to perſuade 'me to riſe, eat, 
drink and be merry, or walk in the Fields, 


| follow my Trade, it may be pray ar read a 
' quarter or halt an hour; on God's day read 
' an hour longer, hear a Miniſter pray and 


Preach an hour or two, get home and eat and 
drink and never ſpeak of the .word more ; 
though never {o many rules, follow not one 
of them farther than it conſiſts with mine 
eaſe, intereſt, or humour ? 
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1. Woulda man conſider things aright, ; co. i 
isthis to be ſtedfaſt, unmoveable, always 148. 


abounding in God's work, becauſe God will 
abundantly reward us ; is this to be fervent 2 Pet-5. 5, 


in Spirit, not ſlothful in buſineſs, to give aJl 9 #7: 


diligence, to work out our Salvation ? Is 
this to ſpend our ſelves and be ſpent, to pray 
without ceaſing, to'pray evermore,;to watch 
and pray, to pray. and not faint, Zuke 18. 1. 
need we put on the whole Armour of God 
for this? Epb. 6. 10, ro 17. need we a'Breaſt= 
plate, an Helmet, a' Shiekd, a Sword for 
this?. Nead we watch'and take heed, and 


Kkeep:our Hearts with 211 diligence for this? 


EY Fa the OF} 


2. Are 
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2: Are we not aſham'd"to-think, that Gog 


ſhould give us his Spirit, - his Grace, his Mi- 


niſters, his: Goſpel, ſuch a bleſſed Word to 
enable us, and yet to do nothing ; that God 
ſhould change us, turn ns from darkneſs tg 
light, open our Eyes, Ears, and Hearts for 
nothing ? Did we but conſider. how inany 
expreſſions there are. in Gods word to this 


purpoſe ; that his Grace ſhall -be ſufficient; Þ 
that his-ſtrength ſhall be manifeſted in our 


weakneſs, what to do juſt nothing, or what 


is worth nothing ? Are we not born anew to - 


great and high things ? | ; 
' 3. Can we enjoy ſuch rich, choice, and 
diſtinguiſhing priviledges from thereſt of the 


World; and not do more than they ? What | 


- be God's Children, Chriſt's Brethren, his 
Members; and alt for mean low work. Say, 
. what the Children of the King of Heaven 'do 
ſuch low ſordid things, ſuch baſe vile things! 
Would men but put ſome ſearching queſti- 
ons, how ſoon would they ſhake their conf- 
dence, and 'yet fo eaſily deceive them- 

ſelves? IESTT hers FEE | 
4. Am TI not aſham'd and confounded to 
think, that God ſhould now promiſe, and at 
laſt give, a Crown and Kingdom unto me, 
that am ſo ſlothfnl, careleſs and unprofita- 
ble ? Its true, I enjoy great Privitedges, bit 
do little work ; I confeſs,the beſt and moſt 
faithful unwearied Servants muft acknow- 
ledge, that the. doings as well as ſufferings 
of this preſent time, are not worthy to he 
com- 


(s 
1 
f 
| 
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"compared with the Glory that ſhall be. re- 


yeal din them, and wonder,that their light 
work, which is but for a moment, ſhould, 
thorow rich Grace, work for them a far more 
exceeding and Eternal weight of Glory, and 
it may be well ſaid, that Eternal Life is the 
free gift of God ; and that its their Fathers. 
_ Pleaſure to give them a Kingdom) 
cre 


is no compare between the work and 6, 25. 
the wages 3 therefore God ſays, Well done, 21. 


thou good and faithful Servant , thou haft. been 
faithfnl over a few things, T1 will make thee ruler 
over many things, But then how can I, that 
have not only laid up many of my Maſters 


Talents in ſloth and idleneſs, but have wa-, 
| ſedaway moſt of them in fin and exceſs, ex-, 


pet that God ſhould ſay well done ? When I 
have neither been a Servant, nor good, nor 


faithful ina few things ;. but rather expe& 


he ſhould ſay. thou wicked and ſlothful ſervant ; 
take all from him , and caſt that unprofitable 


ſervant into outer darkneſs. Why ſhould we 


thus flatter our ſelves ? When God ſays, not 
only the tree that brings forth bad , but the 
tree that brings not forth good fruit, muſt 


Fire, 


2. From others. Another great canſe of 
- ourdeceit, 1s, from others ; but this alſo ari- 
{th from our own folly and wickedneſs; 0- 
thers could not hurtus, were it not fromour 
ſelves. | | | 


x1. By 


Luke 12. 
32. 


be hewn down'in judgment and caſt into the - 


i160 Every Mans grad Intereſt and Enquiry 


- 1. By comparing our ſelves with others, 
2 Cor. 10. 13. meaſuring themſelves by them- 
ſelves , and comparing themſelves amongſt 
themſelves, they are not wiſe. Men are apt 
to think, I am not worſe than my Neigh- 
bours, and moſt abont me are as bad one | 


way or other as I am, and they are not trou- | 


bled, and why ſhould I be ſo inquiſitive and 
ſolicitous? Indeed here and:there is one, - or | 
a few, more preciſe and exa&, but thoſe 
have their failings another way. I will 
venture with the reſt ; this is a dangerous 
ſmare ; men argue not thus as to this World, 
my Neighbours are many-of them poor, 
and thereforeI will not endeavour to be rich, 
But God plainly tells them, that the moſt go 
on in the broad way to Hell, and” that you 
muſt not / follow a multitude ' to: do . evil. 
; There was but one Noah, one Lor , one 14- 
caiah ; was it any eaſe or relief to them, that 
they all periſht together ?- but if thoſe that 
appear good are bad otherwiſe, :God caſts 
them off, if really bad ; if but failings, God 
is ſevere againſt them, as againſt 2foſes, Aa- 
701, David, Eli, and many others. 

. 2. By reſting upon the judgment and ap- 
probation of others ; or rather upon their 
connivence, filence and forbearing you. 


© x. It may be, others ſay nothing to you, 
let you alone from day to day, and week to. 
week. . It may be Relations , near and dear 
Friends, {ome careleſs Parents. . You wy 


*- hether he ſhall be Sav/dor Loſt.” 
_ .heaptto'think ;(if you think any thing at all 
about it) were: my condition ſo bad, fq-ve- 


ry'dangerous, ſofne would be fo kind fo tell 
me mine own, and warn me to flee'from'the 
wrath tocome. But we meet each other of- 


| ten, falute kindly., enquire of the bodily 


welfare; about the times and our affiirs of 
the World,” but not one word of God , nor 


about our Souls ; ſurely therefore there-is no 


danger. | But; 


1, Conſider that few, very few, are really 
concern'd about their own Souls, and there- 
fore you-can't expect they ſhould be ſo about 


- yours? *'Fheyare ſick themſehres to the very 


Heart": of - the ſame Diſcaſe, of floth and 


_ rareleſheſs, and: ſenſuality, and can you rea- 


ſonably expett they ſhould reprove, or warn, 
or-exhort- you to thoſe duties, that they do 
not mind themſelves ? betides, they are bufily 
employ'd about the ſame worldly deiizns and 
matters, as you are, and are not at leaſure, 
nor /have'they any Heart for theſe Ereat and 
ſpiritual things ; they are of the World, 


#2h»8 


therefore ſpeak they of the World: Chriſt © 


makes -a great difterence betwixt his and the 
reſt. Fohn-17. 14,16, They are not of the Wor':!, 
even. as I am not of the World, therefore the 
World hateth them, Now; were you ever 
hated and perſecuted, becauſe you differ 
from the World? you rather pleaſe your 
felves, that you agree with them. 


M 2. Thoſz 
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-2. Thoſe that -are concern'd about their 


own,Souls, yet. know., that you will not 


take it kindly, if they ſpeak plainly ts you : 
You Hae not their thoughts of you by: their 
Fa - Moſt think: hardly of -each other, 

1 few fpeak-plainly.and freely';: judge I 
os. by-their lence, 5 hag they approve of you. 
There 'are very few: faithful Friends to Mens 
Souls... It may bei ſotne are ſo guilty them- 
ſelves; that they are aſham'd,:as' well as 
afrangl; -to reprove, Warn or admoniſh you. 
ihe It may beth cent to your 
faces; think well ang approve o&-you; this 
is a-dangerous ſnare4- and yetit;deth: picaſe 
and- tigkle the moſt; but what is this; as to 
the goodneſs. of your condition,?? Men: are 
very falſe anddeceitfil, and may commend 
you,when in their-Hearts'they condemn you; 
they are weak and ſhallow, 'and-fee not-your | 
infides,. nor know-your Hearts; andobſcrve 
but little of your aCtions, and are:apt-to paſs 
a -falſs- judgement for:or againſt;' asthey are 
pleas'dand affefted, : They: know hot your 
down-lying and up-riing : ; beſides,” twil itand 
you, in no ſtead, :Znke-16. 15. Rom. 2, laſt. 
Whoſe praiſe is not. of Men, but of God: 2. Cor, 
1 0. 1.8%. Not he that- commendeth: bimfelf., nor 
whom Man, but whom: Foe Lord, commiunderb, t5 


Parhoed. 


"= SE | : AP. 
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3: Query: How areadful thy condition, if off 
at laft ? Better I never had a Tongue, an E; 7, 

' an Ear,an Hand,than not employ all fe of God ; 

| better I. bad the Heart of a Dog than 4 

Picked Heart, -2ot to love God. 


1. How fad will it be with you dying, . 


ind at Judgment ? ? 


2. How fad 1s your edition at preſent; 
all 1 in JUCgenJent and a Curie to you : 2 


Ow fad and dreadfn] willit appear 
 at--the laſt Gay, how terrible and 


ghaitly, andiamazing wil ill it be, to part with 


theſe empty -bubhles and toys, and have real 
confuſion and aſtoniſhment ? Conld you al- 
ways delight your {elf with theſe , 'twere 
ſomewhat ; but Deatin ſtrikes the quaffing 
Boul , the fall Glailes, ont of the G2 ants 5 
hand: What a daſh had PB elſmazzar. Dan. F 

beg. amidſt all his Lords, g1 juafiingand caron-. 
ling ! v. 6. his Countenance chang d, his hg, ts 


troubled , the joynts of bis Loyns laoſed ) bis” 


Knees ſmote one again another. , W hat, a 

ſmall drop imbitter a Crown, ſpoil a Fcalt ? 
Moraeca#fs not bowing the knee ſpoil'd 
Hamans ſatisfaction in all he had. Efther 5.12, 
13. So little Lcaven ſowre the lomp, and how 
M 2 ſoort 
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ſoon all gone and loſt,and he hang'd ? NVaborhs 
Vineyard diſturbs Ahab in all his Kingly 
abundance. 1 Kings 21.5, 6. Ay, but he can 
ſoon get that,chap. 7. wv. 16. But what came to 
him there, v. 19. The Dogs ſhall lick thy Blood. 
I have often thought. with pity on great Men 
in their Pomp and Splendour ; ſuppoſe them 
Worldly-wilſe, grand Politicians, {ucceſsful, 
honourable, rich and mighty, with ſerious 
conſideration ; poor wretched Man, ſhoyld 
he loſe himſelf amidſt all and be wicked, he 
can't look with comfort one hour beyond 
Death, nor one foot beneath the Grave ; 
whereas a good Man looks every way with 
comfort, as the Apoſtle '2 Tim. 4. He looks 
downward with chearfulneſs. v.6. I am now 
reaay to be offer d up, and the time of my depar- 
ture is at hand, 1t's. but as putting off his 
Clothes, or taking a Journy ; it's but a Style 
or two more to my Fathers Houſe, but wink- 
ing and I am in Heayen ; whereas a Sinner 
trembles. and 1s amaz'd ; the boldeſt Sinners 
go backward when Death comes on ; 
what dreadful ount-cries and ſcreitches on 
Death-beds, but how many good? Men long 
to be diſioly'd ?- O Bleſſed Glorious fight, to 

ſee and hear a Saint dying 1a peace, and going 

*triumphantly to Honour. 


2. He looks backward with comfort and 
ſatisfation. v. 7. have foucht a good fight, 
I have endeavour'd to ſerve the will of God 
faithfully. As Hezckijah, Iſa. 38.' 3. Lord, 


remember 


whether he ſhall be Sav/d or Loſt. 

- remember bow I have walks before thee with a 
perfett and upright Heart. A wicked wretch 
dreads to look back, and dare not ſay, Lord, 
remember_how I have livd ; dare not ſay, 


. Lord remember the Sins of my Youth and 


riper years, my Sabbaths and Week-days. 
David- in old Age could look back with com- 
fort and confidence on his younger years. 
Pſal.'71.'6, 9, 17, 18. Thou haſt upheld and 
taught me from my Youth, wow forſake me not, 
when Old and Gray-headed. Now a Sinner 
looks back with horror, ſhame and confuſion. 


'. 3. He looks forward, with comfort and 


| boldneſs, to the day of Judgement, and to 


the Second coming of Chrift. v. 8. There js 


a vaſt. difference between good and bad on this 
, account, Luke 21,26, 28, Others hearts ſhall 


fail them for fear, and the powers of Heaven 
ſhall be fhaken, then look, up, lift up your heads, 
for your Redemption draweth near. It's a great 
Lirence between the guilty and the 1nno- 
cent, when the Aſlize draws near, and the 
Judge at hand. 


4. He looks upward, with triumphing joy 
and admiration, to the Crown of Righteouſ- 
neſs and Glory ;- their Hearts leap: for joy 

ere in hopes of it; how will it be, when 
- juſt entring into Heaven? Eye hath not ſeen, 
nor Ear heard, thoſe great things prepared 
for them. 
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Now 11 a SLNNET that is : laſh look 
FF nward. 

(x. ), There 15 a, diſmal Grave to receive 
kiz pamper'd filthy ſinful Body, a mighty 
change from all delicacies, and careand at- 
rendance ; - the Bed of Down chang'd 1 into a 
Ecd of dirt and bones, and a little after into 
2 Bed of flames ; the well-built Houſe with 
deckt Rooms, furnifſhd and adorn'd, glaſs 
Windows, Doors and Out-lets, chang' d into 
a dark hole, ſhut up, not the leaff breathing 
hole or crany of Light ; warmth and waſhing, 
rubbing and cleanhing the Body, and other 
ws gs chang'd into a lump of naſtineſs, and 
hat 15 lJoathſome and corrupted, 


(2.) But then he looks lower, and ces 
Hell open for him, Devils gaping, unquench- 


able burnings to receive him ; how ſhall he 


dic ? he dare not die, he can t live. - Now 
his Ears hear nothing but ſcreitches-and roar- 
ings, his Eyes behold all diſmal ghaftly 
Objects. What 1s it to ſee a dear Child, 
Husband or Wife, in Convulſive-hits , under 
Groanes and Sweats, and ghaſtly looks ? 
but fall under Gods endleſs wrath, who 
knows the power of his Anger, Tribulation, 
Anguiſh and Wrath upon the- Soul; the 
breath of Gods Anger enkindle the Flames. 
O what will Sinners do? Can thine Heart 

endure ?2 Will not thy fi inews crack, and thy 
>9ul melt? | 


2. But 


SN 
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2. But when the wretch looks backward, 
what a ghaſtly fight, all his Sins, his Pride, 
wantonnels, idleneſs, hypocriſie , what not ; 
0: the ſwarms of filthy vile thouglits, the 
multitude of wicked {inful words, a whole 


* Life .of Sin : Now Death will ſet them in 
. order before thee ; here will-be a refleQtion 


' x. On what you were, once had and en- 


ton, vain, -proud, idle, when enjoy'd them? 


; 2. What'you might have been, and done; - 


\ what bleſſed Seaſons of 'Grace loſt, I might 


have Pray'd, Read, Heard at ſuch a time, 
when I was idle, vain and fooliſh. T was on 
my Bed of floth, or in idle Company, when 
I might have been upon my knees, wreſtling 
with God for Grace and Mercy ; how well 
might it now haye been with my Soul? 


3. But alas! what a fad condition have I 


now finn'd my {elf into ? I cart look back on 


one hour, on one duty, with comfort. Every re- 
lation, every mercy, every judgement help 
to increaſe my torments,poor wretch, mie- 
rable wretch, wicked. -wretch that I am, 
though I receiv'd fo mich from God, I ſcarce 
ever did him one hours hearty Service all my 


days; I have done mnch againſt him. 


M 4. 4, When 


joy'd ; all the pleaſures, caſe and plenty, viſrume? 
ſuch an Eſtate , ſnch Friends, all loſt and 4ixiſe,tu- 
gone; no more, never, no more ; how wan- Je bearos. 
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| _ 4+ When he looks forward to the day of 
 _ Judgement, there he-ſees Chriſt that once 

2 Theſ. 1. cameto woe him, to fave him, now coming 
7- 8, 9- inflaming fire to Judge, .to deſtroy him, and 
_ _- © that forever; whither ſhall I fly or run, 1 
mulſt appear, and I muſt be condemn'd, and 

to unquenchable burnings? When that $a- 

viour ſhall come in the Clouds with his 

mighty Angels, and the Saints meet him in 

the Air , I muſt hear the dreadfol Sentence. 

Matth. 25. 41. Depart, from whom? from | 

peace. and happineſs for ever. | Depart, thou | 
Curſed, what Chriſt call me ſo ? with his | 

word goes the Curſe and Vengeance, and 

{eiſeth on: the ſinner ; but whither,” back to 

; the - Earth again, or to a Dungeon or a 
| Priſon, or into the Grave again? no, into 
fire, ſcorching fire ; but how logg ? for ever, 
Ever-laſting fire; when Ten Thouſand years 

out, as new as at firſt, prepared for the Devil 

and his Angels. What curſed, dreadful ghaſtly 
Company , what affrights and- amazements 

are ſomein, under apprehenſionsof Appari- 

tions ? How terrible,a Dream ? What will it 

be to becaſt amongſt them ? O tremendum Des 
Juartinm, the Ancients call dit. It's a fear- 

ful thing to fall into the hands of the living, 

Heb1c.21 angry God: Did you never ſee a guilty 
**.. -* Rogue ſtand trembling 1n his Chains before 
the Judge? and do not ſtanders-by tremble 
and melt, to hear the Judge, (and poor weak 
Man that muſt ſtand trembling before this 
Tribunal alſo, when this Judge gives the 
oe SS Ys Sentenc & 
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| Seritence of Death ; O what will it be, when 
' God ſhall ay, Take bim, Devils. / 
5. When he looks upward, there is an 
Heaven, - but no/ entrance for him ; he ſays, 
* Depart, 1 know thee not, that is, to love thee 
or: ſave thee z there is an angry God, whoſe 
face is a flame of Fire againſt rhee , that 
{miles on others, and bids them welcome. 


6. When he looks inward, there is a wick- 
ed Heart, a ſtinging Conſcience, there js all 
in an uproar ; whereas the good Mans Con- 
ſcience 153 a Mount-Tabor, a glimpſe of 
Glory, an Heaven upon Earth, a Kingdom 
of Goodneſs within him, thine is a terrour 


# tothy ſelf and to all about thee,an Hell upon 
\ Farth.None need accuſe dying perſons, then 
 fevere enough againſt themſelves, that would 
' not bear 6thers gentle mild Reproofs before. 


+. When they look outward, without and 


about them, all witneſs againſt them ; their 


Friends cry for them, but can cry outagainſt 
them ; their Beds witneſs their ſloth, it may 
be their filthineſs ; the Frames, the Timber, 
the Stones, cry out againſt them : None to 


pity, nothing to help, whereas good Men 
- keave their friends with comfort, and can 


ſay, I am not afraid to die. 


.x,_If you are loſt and thus miſcarry, all 


.you bave, or ſeem to have, or be, is nothing to 


you, What is a great Name, Applauſe, 
BEAT > Honour, 
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Honour and Reſpect, to a dead Corpſe, to a By: 
damn'd Soul ? Alas! that you could bur for. þ, 

- ſee and-know it, for. your good and advan. |* 
tage ? What if others, :many others, haye k 
g00d thoughts of you, 'twil ſtand you in no 
itead. When a perſon is to be Trycd for his & w 
Eſtate or Life; he thinks all of his own tide, || x 
repreſents it ſo to his - Counſellour and Þ x; 
friends ;. they ſay, he need not fear, he of 
g00d courage, all will be well ; but when 
the perſon or Cauſe is: brought -before the Þ » 
Judge, the Writirigs are brought forth, the ÞÞ 5 
Witneſſes called , and- things appear quite 
otherwiſe, the Cauſe 1s: loſt, and the Man | x; 
Caſt and Condemned; what is hethe better || t 
for his own good thoights, or others good I} 
words? Weare very favourable to our ſelves, || t 
and cry,, Peace, all js well, Rom. 2p. Judge Þ} x 


others, but not our ſelves; athers peak fair 
to us, but at thelaſt,the great Day, the Books 
w1ll be. brought out and open'd. Rev. 20. 12. 
and the Witneſles appear, your own Hearts, 
Tongues, Lives, your Enemies, your Neigh- 
bours; and then all will appear as really it 
is, and God will paſs: Righteous Sentence. 
What doth it advantage you to live in a fools 
Paradiſe, topleaſe your ſelves with a Dream ? 
think now that you Eat and Drink, and in 
the Morning of the Reſurre&tion awake, and 
Je. 29.7. your Souls are empty, and you faint and 
periſh: You loſe your friends, your pre- 
{ent enjoyments, your. Bodies, your Souls ; 
you loſe God, Chrift and Heaven ; WO 
14] 


uf 


FP 
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fall. be {aid to- awaken you -and..do you 
| [ok ? C 

*2.-At preſent, if you are not good, all you - 
m- to have and enjoy is in Judgement and 


| wrath. 7ir. 1. 15. To the pure all things are 


e, but to the impure all 3s defiled. Tt would 
be py large a digreſlion, to ſhew, as to all 
particulars. 


1,” This is a great loſs; you loſe the real 
od and Bleſſing of what you ,now haye ; 

your outward mercies and croſſes are- all in 
_ and Wrath ; your 1ableis a Snare, 
mute the Meat is in your Mouths, the wrath, 
the Curſe of God 1s -1n your Souls: You are 
fd as Enemies, only fatted and fitted for - 
the ſlaughter , if you have Pomp and great- 
ws, abundance and Honour, you are Riding 
In the greater State to the Worms and rot- 
teaneſs, nay, to Hell and unquenchable burn- 
ings. . Some make more haſt thither than 
- £10 run full ſpeed by rioting andexceſs: 

If you are poor, and lick and diftreſled, yon 
ae falling {till lower, never ſtop till come to 
the utmoſt wrath. A good Man falls and 
ſeth again : Many think, becauſe they ſuffer 


{ much here, God will pardon and ſave 


them ; Alas ! ſuppoſe your ſufferings could 
wake amends for your fins, which can't be, 

Jet- they can't procure Gods favour and Hea- 
ven. Roz. 8. 18. Al{the Flood not waſh awaythe 
guilt of the old World,nor Sodoms fire burn.up the 


Lusts, Many lys roaſting and roaring under 
fierce 
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£mos 4+ wrath,and wicked ſtill, ſo thoſe in Hell. Noy We 
7t012. a good Manis the better for his mercies, all aa 
' given in love from God, andallPraiſe and up 
hanks given from a loving Heart to God; i mi 

A good Man bleſſeth and loves God more for th 
one bit of Bread, than a wicked Man doth i= 
for a full Table. A great Man ſtanding ac. 6 

_ cidentally at a poor Mans door, and over. | 
hearing him give God thanks ſolemnly and 
heartily, would go in to ſee what great Feaſt N-. 

- he was ſothankful for, and found only Bread I} $ 
and little elſe ; he went out aſham'd and con- || 1 
founded, that he was no more thankful for ÞÞ þ 
his abundance. Short Commons, ſerious 

| 

| 

| 


: hearty Grace, are a good Meal, a rich Feaſt, |; 
Many Thouſands eat and drink, that do not I} 1 
love and praiſe God for it. We moſt of us 


generally more need Hearts to bleſs God | 

with, than mercies to praiſe him for : What 
a vaſt difference is there between good and 
bad on this-account ? One is for a full Table 
and a Cup over-flowng , the other for an 
Heart abonnding in Love and Thanks-glving. 
-A Cardinal, riding in Pomp and Pleaſure 
with his Company, ſtept aſide to a poor 
Man in. the fields, and found him weeping, 
and askt him why he wept ? he anſwerd 1 
Surgunt was looking on this Toad , and-admiring 
indotiy,& Gods goodneſs, that I was not made ſuch a 
ns vile Creature ; with it he return'd to his Com- 
dum nos Pany 3 ſaying, theſe unlearned mean perſons 
voltamus riſe up and take Heaven by Violence, whilſt 
&c. ; we wallow in ſenſual pleaſures and robs 
ee | at 


vt 
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15 Biſhat a ſad condition is a wicked Man in ? if 4.26. 10, 
god feeds him to the full, he waxeth wanton, ** 
Band kicks againſt God, and forgets his Maker 
JSadBenefaCttour ; if afflict and chaltiſe, mur- 
'nour, -repine, and it may be grow deſperate ; 
I that God ſays, why ſmitten ? they will revolt | 
more and more. Let the Prophet go to poor | 
or rich, it's all one. er. 5. 3, 4. What ſball 
ver. Þ le doe to 4 wicked hard Heart ? 


caſt . 2.-It is ſo, as to means of Grace, and all 
read F Spiritual advantages, they are all in Judge- 
:on- | ment. and wrath to you ; Gods Word dath 
for Þ but harden them that do's ſoften others. The 
ous | Sun _that ſoftens the Wax; doth harden the 
aft, F. dirt 3 that draws out the ſweet ſmell of 

not | flowers and choice incloſed Gardens, doth 

'us Þ} alſo the loathſome offenſive ſcents and ſmell 

od || of Dung and Carrion. Who would think,that 

nat F fuch a choice Evangelical Preacher as I/atah 

nd F ſhould be ſent to ſhut their Eyes, Ears, and 

ble £. Hearts ? 7/a. 6. 9. &c. Nay, that frequent 

an I Preaching, precept upon precept, line upon 

g. | line, ſhould be ſoabus'd as to wake them fall 

re | kackward, be broken, ſecured and | taken. 

or -Þ 1a. 28. 13. Some think, they ſcornfully re- 

g, | peated theſe words, v. 14, 22. as if weary of 

I | © mnch of it; or, asothers, they nced {Hit _ 

g | word upon word, ard all to nd purpoſe, they Quicquid 
a | fill fall into fin, and ar laft under Gods ju{t Fecipitur. 
- | Judgement. The wordof God is the Sayour 77Pur 

s FE of Death to ſome,as well as of Life toothers; qum reci- 
tf the ſame good Seed will not grow 1n thetgh- pientis. 

6 way, . 
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Way, Rocky, ſtohiy-ground, that: proſp;[ſ 
In the good Ground. You may live undef © 
powerful means of Grace, ſound Preaching * 
and Heavenly Praying, and yet be ina dan-| - 
nable condition : Who could hear a betteÞ} 4 
Preacher, 'and be in better company thai - 
Fudas, and yet a caſt-away, a Devil # Ret. 
upon none of your 'outward > deg | 
Read. through the 24.'of the Romans, ant if 
then judge. I could inſtance in all parts of | - 
the Scripture, the promiſes are a Rich Trea- 
ſure, but" none of them-are for you. Ko. 8. 
2.8. All work, for good,. but "tis to them that 
lov e God, all's in Fedoantiont to-others. Un- 
ſpeakable, unheard of things, God hath pre- Þ 
par'd in Heav*n, but it's for them that Lowe 
him. 2:Cor. 2. 9. 4 Cropn of Righteouſneſs for 
them that _ his appearing". ae: 


UN 


al | 


Wo © i * 


x whovher by [Fl be Saud or aÞ 
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# Query ' How may we prevent thi dreadful 
<A ? Therefore if poſſible, deceive not, loſe nor 
ſebves. You read, that it's your all Yor 
hove but one ſelf, one Soul to be dainis'd or 
av d. Yon have many other Perſons, matters 
<axfh things that throng in ;\ but ebrow them all 
Noe, and mind this one thing necaful. ; 
PI 
perſuaded to any thing' fooner 

than che: You may perſuade them-to mind 


F their- Eſtates, their Health, their Houſes, 


their Grounds; their Wives, their Children, 
the Times, nay, others, and their matters, 
that hothin g concern them ſooner than mind 
themſelves. There are . many Wiſe *Men,, 
States-men, ingenuous Artificers, great'Scho- 
brs, diligent and good Country-men, that 


will wiſcly and carefully take care of all - 


in-their way, but themſelves. Rare; Arts 


found ' out, - great and mighty Buildings 


rais'd; great improvement of Lands, careful 


Educating and placingabroad Children, but Nemo ia 
none look to themſetves,or ver y few, to good {elctentat 


reſpect £0 themſelves, delcende- 


purpoſe ; nay; with 
they will - be concern's for their r 100d, their 
eaſe, their warn! Rooms, who! ſome Air, 
pleaſant walks for the Body,” and yet not 
regard the Soul ; yet farther as to their Souls, 
| you 


Ou muſt know, that Men will be Premiſe T. 
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you may perſuade them to Read, to Hear, 
to Pray, to give Alms, and yet not preyail 
with them to look into'their Hearts, and ſee 
how matters ſtand betwixt God and their 
Souls. - It's very ſad, that Men ſhould be ng 
more earnelt for their. own good, Prov, 1s, 
32, We read, that Men deſpiſe their own Soul:, 


and Chap. 19. 16. He that keepeth the Com- 
 mandment keepeth his otvn..Soul, but he'that de- 


Prem- II. 


ther you are ſincere, ſerious, feryent, in what 


/piſeth his ways ſhall dit... He' regardethnot 
his own ways, not regard. or mind what he 
doth, nor how tis done. ; 


2. None can do this work. for-ybu, none 
can. deceive, and none can vndecelve you, 
unleſs you will your ſelves. Who can harm 
you, 1t - you will be Wiſe for your own $ouls? 
the Devil may tempt, others may allure, 
temptations may offer themſelves; but you 
wound yourſelves, you ſtab your own Souls; 
I know there are many ſnarcs and great temp- 
tations, but.yon ſet to your own Hand, and 
Seal your. own.DeſtruEtion :. Nor*-can any 
help you, . unleſs you. .be Wiſe your ſelves; 
Mirgiters may Preach, -{et-Rules before you, 
Friends perſuade z but . this Heart-work, 
this. Soul-work, none can do for you. 
Alas! they can't know your ſecret workings, 
who knows the thoughts of your Heads, and 
the affections of your Heart? Others may 
hear your words , your Prayers,” ſee your 
Profeſſion, but who ſees your Hearts ? whe- 


Ot 


, 


"whether he ſhall be Savdor Loſt. 
you do ? They may ſee your Clothes and the 
bo ts on them, but who knows whether you 


4 Pe clean Hearts,or ſees the ſpots and defile- 
ments on them? It's very ſad that Men ſhould 
beſo little concern'd. 


3. Having premisd theſe two things, we 
rg prevent Self-Deſtruftion by 


Four RULES. 


' 1, By not reſting ſhort of real Godlineſs. 
2. By 10t relying on others. 
' 3. Bypreſſmg after Self-Salvation, as great 
#d rich. 
4+. Þy aoingit as a work, and as my work. 


Rule 1. Reftnot on any thing ſhort of real 

oodneſs, I mean of being truly good your 

ſelves. Many have rich and good things, 
o are not good themſelves. 

'Reſt not pleas'd and ſatisfied withall 

the good things of this Life. I hope you are 

ſenſible, that the vileſt of Men may have all 


theſe, and be never the better, but much the 


worſe. Were not Pharaoh, Nebuchadnezzar, 
Belſhazzar, and Heroa, rais'd to great dig- 
nities, mighty power, large Territories, and 
yet abhorr*d and caſt off by God, as wicked ? 


How many liveplentifully and comfortably 


all their days, and yet their Heads, Hearts, 
and Lives wicked and abominable to God ? 
I believe you take this for granted,as to many 
you know Now, why ſhould you reſt on 

N that 
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that without you ? Some are proud of their [| 
Eſtates, others of their Wiſdom, a third of | 
their Houſe, Gardens , or gaudy Apparel; 
An Aſs may be laden with your: Riches, and 
yet an Aſs ſtill. How many Thouſands, 
Millions, pleaſe, undoe themſelves with theſe 
vain things ? But ſuppoſe you have Children, 
dear Friends, whether good or bad, yet ſtill 
the enquiry remains, am I good my {elf ? 

2. Reſt not on Goſpel Priviledges, Ordi- 
nances or Duties. You may live under the 
choicelt means of Grace, and yet bein a dan- 
gerous, deſperate, damnable condition. How 
many Thouſands have liv'd under able faith- 
ful Miniſters, heard many -powerful ſear- 
ching Sermons, and have Pray'd and Faſted, 
and receiv'd the Bleſled Sacraments, and yet 
are harden'd, dead in Sins and Treſpaſles? 
many are Ignorant, Worldly, Senſual ; ſome 
Proud, vain and maſterleſs in their unrulely 
Afﬀections and Luſts; others Hypocritical and 
falſe to God and Man ; many turn'd Atheilſti- 
cal and openly prophane. Some Pariſhes and 
Towns,where there have been Learned, Holy - 
and Laborious Miniſters, ye not one Fa- 
mily in Ten, in Twenty, that pray to God, 
or ſcarce read the Scriptures all the Week. 
That had they livd in the dark corners of 
America and Africa, or in the Idolatrons 
blind parts of Aſia and Exrope, had been as 
good, it may be not ſo vile and abominable. 
The Apoſtle intimates, that ſuch as have bzen 
enlightn'd and taſted the Heavenly gift, __— 

; | mace 


' 
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|- made partakers of the common gifts of the 

of | Holy , and have taſted ſome reliſh and Merth. 13. 

1: | ſweetneſs in the word of God, and yet come 29, 21- 

nd | ſhort of Salvation- What though I ſeemto /9”* 5:35: 

Is, # Pray in my Family , in my Cloſet, in the 

ſc | Congregation, if my Prayers reach not 

n, | Heaven, and my Heart and Life ?- it's to no 

il | purpoſe. We read of Prayers, that are an 
Abomination to God. 

li- | - There are many things that are good, 

he | choice and excellent, but all nothing to you, 

n- F unleſs you are good. Tir. 1. 15. To the pure 

w # all things are pure, 


To 1. God the Father 1s a Father to hisown 
d, | people, a Loving, Gracious and Glorious 

& | Father to them; but what is all this to you, 

S$? | unleſs you are his Children? Can you ima- 

ns | gine that he is a loving Father to the wicked, 

ly £ Ghat he calls the Devils Children, his ? No, 

d | fays God, If 1 am your Father, I expett mine 

i- | Honour and Fear. Mal. 1.6,7. and that you come 

d | owt from the World. 2 Cor. 6.1aſt. Indeed we 

ly - all cry Our Father which art in Heaven, out 

a- | God knows his own Children, and their cry ; 

1, | moſt that ſay fo, have no Father there, but 

k. || in another place. Fohn 8. 44. Such as call God 

f | Father, muſt paſs their Sojourning in Fear, 1 Pet. Rom.$.15. 
's | 1.17. They have the Spirit of Adoption, that Gal. 4.6. 
Ss | cry Abba Father. God 1s a Judge too, an 

e | angry Judge, a jealous God, arevenger, full Nebum r: 
n | of fury, a conſuming fire. Now you that *<5 

d | have fo often called God Father, fit down 

e N 2 and 


( 
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and conſider, may not he ſay, Depart, I 
never knew you, that is, to be my Children: : 
- My Children love me, delight in me, fear 
my gy nn r&, Prize my favour , did you 
F- eVEr "1 od RE His every day, and God i Is 
af angry v rith the wicked every day,lying down, 
riing uP. Pſal7. 11. Pſal. 11. 5,6, 7. God 

7oſb 10and was angry with the old World, with Sodom, 
11 Chap. with the loſt Angels, with Saul, and os 
and Eſau, and the Egyptians and the Canan- 

rites, With Thouſands of the Iſralites ;, 1 mean 

'-r.10. thoſe that he caft off and abhorr'd , and 
therecoge not a Father toall. Was not all 
#55 this written for our Learning ? Are we 
_ *hertec than Eſa, and many of the 7/raclites? 
they were not all T/racl, and we are all 

Chriſtians. 

2. But may we not ily to Chriſt, a preci- 
ous merciful Saviour ? he will fave us, though 
loſt and utterly undone. I fear this hath 
been a great ſnare, whereas one is ſav'd by 
Chriſt; I fear Hundreds, 1f not Thouſands 

are deſtroy 'd, groundleſsly preſuming on his 
mzrits ; It would be too large to run ont 
into many particulars, only 1 beg you for 
your own good, that you be not deceiv'd 
and. nndone on this account. . A little to 
earch and conſider, whom Chriſt came to 
fave, and in what way they are to be ſay'd 
in and by him, and how Chriſt iv'd himſelf, 
and whom they were, that Chriſt ſav'd and 
delighted in on Earth? If he fay'd all, why 
did "not ſo many leave him. fohz 6. laſt * ? why 
complain, 
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complain, ye wil nor come to me that ye might 
have Lyfe. Chap. 5. 40.:Why does he ſay, 44y 
Sheep: hear my Yoice ? Chap. 10. 3, i4, 16, 26, 


ol 
| 15 27. Other Sheep # know aot id not. Chrit 
n, Preach -. that DoQrine, himſelf Chap..5:;28, 


od 29: 'T hey that bave done good, riſe tothe Reſur+ 
rettion of» Life, and they that have done #911, to 
; the Reſurrettion: of Damnation.' Why 'conld 
not he ſaye them for' ever? Chriſt doth/not 
fay, be-it unto you; according to my mercy 
ad and merits, 'but, be it unto yo0# according to your 
111 | Faith. He could not do much there, becauſe 
of their unbelief,, and yer the groſſeſt unbe-- 
hevers preſume on his mcrits. Now it's wor- 
1} thy your: conlideration,ithat though Chritt 
be ſa predious -in himſzli,;and to God, yer a- 
monglt. Men he 1s only 1o-to beltevers;though 


n 2 rock. of Ages, heis.a ttone of ſtumblipg, * + 2+ 
ch anda Rock 6f offence to. the diſobedient. .'. 7 **: 

is | - 2- Reſt pot on others Approbation. - +. 

a .. For ſuppoſe many do think well of you, at 

It leaſt ſay. ſo, when they mean otherwie +: As 

jw | moſt tlatrer- one. another, few ſpeak their 


qd | Tpinds freely, it may+be-it puifs you-up-in 
o | pride, it doth you mich hurt, no good - Are 
" you really the better? a) 

1- 


f | _ 7-15 thisa ground:-to Build on ?. Is. your 
d State the better or more itire ? Do they know 
:nfdes. Chritt ith. Tudo 

y your inlides. Chritt faith, Fudge not -aceor- 
y ding toi the outward Appearance, that is not 


Righteous: Judgement, and yer Men can 
- Ng - jadge 
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judge no otherwiſe? Is any Man the richer 

that drives a great Trade, and makes anoiſe 

in the World, becauſe many think fo, when 

he is-really poor, andatlaſt caſt into Priſon 

| for debt? will this comfort and relieve him 

in Priſon, or help pay his Debts ? The Scribes 


World ; who ſo ſtrift and zealous, ready to. 

8 check Chriſt and his Diſciples for breach of 

I - the Sabbath, for keeping company: with 

Sinners, for not Faſting ? ſo ſtri, that 'twas 

a Saying then, That if but Two go to Heaven, 

- one of them would bea Scribe, and the other 

Luke 18, a Phariſee ;, and yet Chriſt, that knew them 

It. better, calls then! Hypocrites, painted Sepul- 

chres ;, and ſays plainly to them; Zke 16, 15. 

Ye jiſtifie your ſelves before Men, but God know- 

eth your hearts ; for that which is highly eſteem'd 

amongſt Men, is an- abomination wn the fight of 

God. No doubt but Men commended the 

Pharzſee, but God rather juſtifies the Publ;- 

can.” Such duties as may paſs for high De- 

votion with Man, may be Abomination to 

God. For the Lords fake therefore, truſt 

not to mens Thoughts or Approbation of 

4 Per, 5, You, Alas! the beſt can but ſay with Paul, A 
I2, Beloved Brother, as I ſuppoſe. 


2. As your ſtate is not ſure, nor ſecur'd by 
it, 19 neither are their Thoughts any Addi- 
tion to your happineſs, You may be tickl'd 
and: pvfft up with Pride thereby, an& when 
ſcorn'd, deſpts'd, andcenſur'd, as much caſt 
down ; 


and. Phariſees appear'd:- glorioufly in the | 
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down ; for an Hypocrite lives upon the 
brearh' of the people ; whereas the Apoſtle 
fays; and all ſincere Chriſtians with ham, 2 Cor. i. 


this #5 our rejoycing, the teſtimony of our Conſci- 12. 


(ce, &c. The Hypocrite {ays, This is my 


Rejoycing, the Teſtimony of my good 


'Neigbours. Chriſt ſays, They go into the Sy- 


#agoguecs, and into the corners of the ſtreets, and 


blow a Trumpet, and hang down the head, and, .. 
7 . ! * Matth. 6. 
al this to be ſeen of Men, and they have their re- 1g. 


med, anda poor one it is. "The applauſe of 


"Men, ſinful Worms, inftead of the favour of 


God ; is this worth the loſs of Heaven, and 
ſuffering. the Torments of Hell? What ſhall 
be ſaid or. done to convince ſuch of their 


' folly and madneſs ? Alas! what can they do 


for you ? ſuch as the Worm is, ſuch is his 
favour. 1/a. 2.22. Ceaſe ye from Man ; wherein 
is be to be accounted of ! | 


Rule 3. That you may, and muſt, ſeek your 
good and happineſs this way. 

Then make it your ſolemn, your main, 
your only buſineſs, to look to your ſelves, 
that you be truly good, and ſhall be Eternally 
fav'd ; that is, give all diligence to make 
your Calling and EleQion ſure. 2 Per. x. 10, 
11, not in reſpect of God, his Counſel is 
firm and ſtable, he knows His ; but as to your 
ſelves, make it ſurein ir {elf, and if, poſlible; 
known to you. How can you live quiet and 
contented, and ſo many years hear, and read 


and pray, and not know whether you ſhall 


N 4 be 
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be damn'd or fav'd toall Eternity ? How can 
you lye down or riſe up in peace,when Auſtin 
would not for the whole World be in an un- 
converted ſtate one hour, leſt he ſhould die 
then and periſh Eternally ; and; you haye 
lain down, and riſen up days and years init 
well-pleas'd, brisk and merry,when for ought 
you know,you may be in Hellto Morrow or 
next Week : When this great Work is well 

done, then all is well. | 
x. I do not mean, this minding your ſelves 


..takes off from minding the well-fare of o- 
| thers; God hath in Wiſdom been graciouſly 


AS 4.22. 


pleas'd to make this, one great part of our 
Work; and in many caſes it's.our Sin and 
hurt not to do it. True Charity ſeeketh 
not her own. 2 Cor. 13. F. So let not Man | 
ſeek his own ,; but every Man anothers 
Wealth. 1 Cor. 10. 24. Which the good 
Apoſtle did not. v. 33. Not ſecking mine own 
profit, but the frofit of many, | 

2. I do not mean ſeeking our own, in op- 
poſition to the Glory of God and the Intereſt 
of Chriſt; for in ſeeking this, we moſt truly 
ſeek our ſelves; and herein we are'to deny 
our ſelyes, and loſe our Lives, and ſo ſave 
our ſelves. The Apoſtle ſays; We are not our 
own, but Chriſt's that bought us. 1 Cor. 6. 19. 
This 1s the great ſin of many. Phil. 2.20. All 
ſeek their own things, not the thinfs of 
feſus Chriſt, God hath been” graciouſly 
pleas'd to joyn together his own Glory and 
our Salvation, ard therefore I think it neced- 
leſs, 


Ie, yea {infol to propoſe, whether I could 


\ þe contented to lye in Hell, ſo .as God be 


Glorified ? What God hath joyn'd together phy 
ſhould Man put aſinder ? 

© 3. Nay, God hath been pleas'd to back 
all the duties he lays on us, and requires of 
vs, with arguments fetcht from our ſelves, 
our own good. Thereis not one Command, 


but, he tells us,is for our good. 2ofes often » 


urgeth this, fear and love and ſerve God, ; 


" this is your Life, that it may be well with « 


you. It's Bleſſing or Curfing, Life or Death. 
What Arguments are made uſe of 2 Whatever 
is good and uſeful, neceflary, reviving and 
#lorious, 1t's made uſe of. 


..1. Do youprize Life and length of days ? 
Pſal. 3 4. 12. What Man is he that deſrreth Life ;, 
and loveth many days, that he may ſeegood ? Let 
him refrain from Evil, and do Good. Prov. 
3.16, Length of days 1s in ber right hand. But: 
then the Wiſe Man makes a large Propoſal, 
Eccleſ. 6. 3. 6. If a man beget an Hundred 


. Children, and live many years, nay, though 


2000 Years, yet be muſt be buried in darkneſs, 
and all is gon?, Now, therefore God aſſures 
ns of Eternal Life. John 3. 15- Ch. 4. 36. 


Ch. 6. 47. to 51. Newer die, ever live. Though 


your Fathers did eat Manna,Food from Heaven, 


they are dead , but he that cateth the bread of 
"Life, ſhall Live for ever. 


2, Do there manifold Bleſlings accompany 
Life, to make a Man happy and blefizd 2 why 
all 
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no ? 


all thoſe God promiſeth, God will take away 
what is hurtful and troubleſome; and give all 
that is good; he will wipe away all tears, 
- remove all ſorrow. Rev. 21. 4. No more 
Death , no Sorrow, no Cryihg, no Pain, 
others Want jand Hunger-pinct'd ; they 
- ſhall Hunger no- more. Ch. 7.16. and he- 
cauſe Darkneſs uncomfortable, no more any 
Night. Chap. 22. 5. You ſhall have all your 
wants ſupply'd,your defire ſatisfy'd. The grea- 
teſt, the higheſt Friends, the ſweeteſt Com- 
pany.the richeſt Feaſt and Dainties, the Feaſt 
of the Marriage -of the Lamb; the higheſt 
honour,you ſhall beKings and Prieſts. Rev. 1.6. 
The Children of God, your Bodies ſhine as 
the Sun, beyond it, like unto Chriſt's. Ph. 
3. laſt, Raisd glorious, though ſown in- 
diſhonour amongſt the Clods and Worms; 
raisd in Power, thongh ſown in Weakneſs, 


t Cor. is. DOf able to lift an hand, open an eye, reſiſt 
42, 43,44. the crawling Worms ; ſown in corruption, 


raisd in incorruption. What will it beto 
meet Feſas Chriſt with all his holy Angels in 
the Clouds, in the Air ? What will the 
ſplendour and ſhining beauty of the Soul be ? 
Eye hath not ſeen, nor Ear hath heard ; nor 
can. it now be conceiy d what God hath pre- 
par'd, and will do for his Glorified Souls. 
Now, ſtand by,filthy,droſly, deceitful World, 
that buries all its Admirers and Favourites in 
the duſt. My Friends, this, this is that I 
am now perſuading you to, to get durable 
Riches, laſting Good-, Riyers of Pleaſure, 

— tr ug 


wo TT 
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trge Peace, Everlaſting Joy ; that Soul and 
Body may be ſay'd, and be Eternally happy. 


Rule 4. You muſt do it heartily, as agreat 
Work, and your proper Work. 


| 1 Now one would think, there were no need 


of many Arguments to perſuade Men to this, 
eſpecially, when they muſt Eternally and 
miſerably perth, if not thus ſay'd, lye tor- 
mented in Hell to all Eternity ; and there is 
noeſcaping, if you negleCt this ſo great Sal- 


ntion. Why, Sinners,will you bedamn'd ?xz. 2. ,, 
Why will yon not live? Why are you zzex. 18. 
backward , unwilling to be ſavd? It'slatt. 


rery ſtrange Megy ſhould ſo hardly be per- 


' figded toit. It's very hard to perſuade Men 


of the truth of thoſe things, who hath be- 
lieyd our report /a. 53. 1. few or none. It's 
true,not many deny it and laugh at it, thongh 
more now adays than formerly ; yet thoſe 
thatdeny it not, do not actually believe theſe 
things. - If ſo, it would make a mighty 
change in the World. Men would fit down 
and weep, and refuſe to be comforted, rill 
ſome -hopes of being ſav'd. Did Men verily 
believe, that ſuch and ſuch Sinners muſt 1n- 
evitably periſh, and that in a very ſhort 
time , 2nd that they are 1n this dangerous 
condition ; could they live as the molt do ? 
The 1/ractiites were ſhut out of Caanar becauſe 
of their unbelief : God ſware im bis Wrath, 
Heb.'2. laſt. and what doth the Apoſtle make 


of it? v. 12. Take heed therefore, Brethren, 


left 
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left there. be in any 'of you an Heart, of unbelief, h 
and Chap. 4. 1. Let us therefore fear.,, 'leſt me; y 
come ſhort, it can't be meant of that Earthly 
Caanan, and thereforemuſlt be underſtood of 
Heaven. Chrilt ſaith, He that believer! not! 
on the Son, hath not Life, but the Wrath of God 
abideth on him. This cannot be underſtood 
of believing only that Chriſt is the Son of 
God, or that he 1s come into the World, or 
that he' died at Jeruſalem; and 1s 1:Afcended 
into Heaven, If this Faith were enongh, the 
Devils might be fav'd; tor they conteſt that 
he was the Son of God? and the Apoſtle ſays, 
the Devils believe and-tremble. Fam.2.1 4. to 20. 
there he fully declares, {pat Faith. is dead. 
withour Works, that 15,0 Faith. As the Body 
is 2 dead Carkaſs withont the Soul. Do:you 
ſo believe a God, as, to fear, honour, and 
obey him? ſo believe in Chriſt, 'as toprize 
him above all ? Phil. 3. 3, &c. and deſpiſe all 
in compariſon of him ? fo believe a Hell, as 
to fiy from the Wrath to come ? ſo believea 
Heaven, as to ftrive, run, fight, and take 
Heaven by violence ? Alas! where, who, are 
the Perſons in good earneſt, that do heartily 
make 1t their buſineſs to be ſav'd ? a few no- 
tions in the head, and empty words 1n the 
Month, -burt no lively ſenſe and favour of the 
things of God within: Wil you thus be 
deluded with a ſhew and profeilion 2 You 
read of a form of knowledge, Rom. 2.20. 
and a form of Godlineſs; 2 Tim.-3. 5. 4 

Scheme or Syſeme of notions, ſuch as '1n- 
tours 


| UN 
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'tours read to their Pupils; and the other is 2 


Mask, a Vizour, an Appearance, but-no good 
works, very vile under ſuch a ſhew. | 


2. It's therefore very difficult, and, with- 
ont. true Faith, impoſlible,to bring Men to the 


.xeal practical part of Religion, that is, to 


be truly good, and be Eternally ſav'd. It's 
indeed the mighty work of God, the ſame 
God that made Heaven and Earth, that can 
ſhake Mountains , that can change wicked 


Hearts ; it's not Means, Miniſters, Mercies 
.or Judgments. How many fit under the moſt 
lively awaking means, and not mov'd to 


one duty, nor brought off from one fin ? It's 


difficult to convince Men 


: I. . That this is their work and buſineſs,the 
buſineſs of their lives, they believe it's to be 
done, but a ſmall matter will ſerve; they 
know they can't get Mony, Houſes, Eſtates, 


. without plodding or working ;z but that it's 


eafie to get to Heaven. Either they think 1t 


too hard, too much, and impoſſible, and ſo 


will not lift at a mountain, that can't move 
a Iree; will not reach at the Sun or Clouds, 


that can't reach the top of a Tree or Tower. 


Alas / ſay, or think, ſome, we can't Prdy at 
all, and. muſt we do it ſo often, ſo con- 
ſtantly,ſo fervently? orelſe they think it-very 
eaſie and light ; and ſhall a man lift mightily 


_ at aFeatheror Straw, that he can move with 


the top of his finger ? or ſhall a man ſet out 


before 
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before Sun-rifing, or early in the morn, when 


he can diſpatch his Journy before night? & || 


labour and ſweat all day, at the work he can 


. finiſh in an hour? on theſe two dangeroy 


Rocks, moſt ſplit their Souls, and are loft, 


Says one, I would gladly get to Heaven, but 


there is more requir'd than I cando; Ile ha. 
bour for my Body, for my Family, and that's 


as much as I can do, 'rle truſt God with my 


Soul. Let Miniſters and Scholars mind their 
Books, and Heaven, and their Souls , that 
have nothing elſe to do. 1 can never Pray, 
and Read, and Diſcourſe, and| underſtand 
as others. Another ſays, there is more ado 
made about it *than need; I doubt not but! 
ſhall do as well as the beſt. It's but Re- 
penting, Praying, and ſending for a good 
Miniſter at laſt, and all will be well. It's 
an caſte ſhort paſlage to Heaven. A prophane 
wretch was wont to ſay, three words at laſt, 
Lord foave mercy,would carry him to Heaven 
and poor wretch, riding over a great Bridge, 
his Horſe ſtarted, leapt over, and: he was 
drown'd, the words he was heard to utter, 
were, Devil, take all, It's dangerous jeſting 
about theſe great things. 

2. It's hard to convince each man thaf this 
is his buſineſs. Each man muſt Pray, Believe, 
Repent for himſelf. As no man can eat and 
drink for me, ſo none can love God for me, 
repent for me, believe in Fe/#s Chriſt for me, 
go. to Heaven or Hell for me ; none can 
bear Deaths-pangs and horrors for me. | 
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know 
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ir | i whether he ſhall be Sav'd or LoſÞ. 
hen 8 know Maſters and Niſtreſſes, and great and 
or | ich perſons take more liberty of Tpending 


can | their time idly, than Servants and the meaner 
ous | fort ; and it's true, the like labour and pains 
ſt, | may 8aot berequir'd and expeCted from you: 
but Þ But 1 could never yet ſee any ground from 
la- Þ Scripture, or reaſon, that the greateſt Lord 


it's | or Lady ſhould have more liberty granted 


ny | to ſpend a day or a week unprofitably and 
cir | finfully, than another ? That the greateft 
could juſtly ſay, I have this hour or day to 
ſpend 2s I pleaſe; they ſay, or think indeed, 
who is. Lord over us, our Tongues, 'our 
 tmeiSour own ? They fhall find a Lord, 
that will call them to an acconnt ; unleſs 
they ſhould think the Maſter ſhould expe& 
kiſs work from them, becauſe he gives them 
more meat and wages. Are your hands, and 
eyes and cars, not made for ſervice ? will it 
be-any comfort for you at laft, to think, 


as | Throat, than others? and theſe limbs have 
r, | lain ateaſe, ſtretcht on the Couch and Bed, 
g | when others have been ſweating and tir'd ? 

Whatever Great Perſons, and Maſters and 


is {| Miſtreſſes think, their Temptations are great, :. 


e, | becauſe, under no check and control: 
d |} *TIwere well, we had one every night to call 
e, | us fo an account, orthat we would call our 


| felves to an account. How many chide their 
n | *ryants, check and reproye their Children, 
1 } and in the tnean while X. negleft them- 
v | ſelves? | " CHAP. 


more delicate diſhes of choice meat, pleaſant 
e, | Wine and Liquors have gone down this 
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2 Application, more particularly by way of 
Inſtruttzon ; if poſſible,take this advice ani folly 
it,that you may not be deceiv'd and wretchedly wm. 
done, A little debate the buſmeſs with your 
Souls, that you may attend to, and follow, theſe 
Direfttons, 


JAving premis'd theſe things, account 


4 upon it, that there 1s but one main buſi- | 


neſs to mind, That Body and Soul be ſayd; 
and this I have leaſt minded,or to no purpoſe. 
Conclude thns, better I had never been born, 
than that I ſhould live and die and periſhin 
my ſins ; as I am born into the World,I am in 
a periſhing condition; I came into the World 


with my face towards Hell, and my back 


towards Heaven ; I am by nature full of all 
Evil, and void of all Good : In me, that is, 
in my fleſh dwelleth no good thing. My 


Rom.7,14, Carnal mind 1s enmity againſt God, and can- 


I 8% 


_ 


not pleaſe him. Am-I chang'd and madea 
new Creature ? are old things paſt away, and 
all things become new ? Iam born into this 
world, ſee and hear, and enjoy theſe lower 
things, but unleſs I am born again, I cannot 


- enter into the Kingdom of God, and if I do 
not, I mult fall into Hell, and then woe is me 
for ever, I mean, wretched and miſerable is 


this Body and Sofll of mine; and is there no 
way 


UN 
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may: and means that it may be ſav'd? As yet 
I am in the Land of the living, may I not 
yetturn and live ? but is it likely, any hopes, 


while I thus trifle away my time every day - 


about nothing ? Alas! what am I doing, 
ut deſtroying my ſelf every day? ſhall 1 
pity others, my Friends, - my Children, my 
beaſts, nay, mine Enemies often, and not 
pity mine own Soul and Body ? Aml trou- 
Pro if my Neighbours Houſe be burnt ? if a 
Child fall into the Fire? if a mans arm or 
kgg be broken ? and not ſenſible, not bleed, 


{ .not tremble at the thoughts of my Body and 
- Soul burning in Hell-fire for ever ? Shall I 


take no 'time to conſider of 1t or lay it to 
Heart, t111 1t be too late ? am I not at leaſure ? 


have 1 any matters of ſach concernment, as 


this? who ſhall fcel the wrath, and loſe the 
Glory, but my ſelf? Prov. g. 12. If lam wiſe 
toSalvation, I am wiſe for my ſelf, but if 1 
ſcorn and neglect all inftructions, I alone 


'#hall bear ir. Shall I beprudent, and forſee 


the dreadful evil coming, andavoid it; or be 


I39 


finful, fooliſh, paſs on and be Eternally pu- Prov-2203- 


mſhed ? God ſays, //by ſbould'jt thou deſtroy thy 
ſelf ? Eeccle/. 7. 16. are any fo mad? yea, 


\ Thouſands, Millions, #of. 12. 9. O Tſracl, 


tho haſt deFFroyed thy jelf,, but 1 me 1s thy help. 
Will any but a mad-man wound himſelf, cut 
his own fleſh, torment his own Bowels 2 May 
Inot do this daily. and nor be ſeniible otir ? 
Shall I believe Gods Word, or a wicked 
lying world, and mineown deceitfufHeart? 
Q) God 
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God tells me I wrong mine own Soul, I love 
Death, I chooſe Curiing. He' calls aloud on 
me, and ſays, Why wilt thou die? and ſhall 
not Hear and Anſwer, and ſtrive to live ? 


1. Direction. Sit down and conſider, de- 
bate the buſineſs, ſet an hour, a day apart; 
a little conſider thy ſelf, and weigh matters 
aright : You have Rational Souls, that may 
do this ; things are made plain and clear, 
that you may know what 1s evil and what is 
good ; God will give you Wiſdom, it you 
will ask it, that yon may diſcern the diffe- 
rence between the precious and the vile. | 
am apt to eſteem ſmall things, and nothing, 
and account them great, and to flight the 


_ richeſt, the choiceſt things, as poor and 


Iſa. $5. 1, 
2 


mean. What loud calls, warnings and in- 
ſtru&tions in the Word, to perſuade men off 
from Earth, as poor and mean, uncertain; 
and to prevail upon them to ſeek after, and 
cloſe with, Spiritual and Heavenly things, as 
truly good, and what will make them happy? 
God tells rhem, this is meat that periſheth, 
it 1s not bread, 'twill not ſatisfie;theſe are Ri- 
ches uncertain,deceitful ; Thieves and moths 
rob you of them, you may die a fool in the 
midit of- them ; but that he would have you 
have durable Riches, Bread of Life, delight 
your Souls in fatneſs, and your Souls live 
Eternally. Why ſhould God flatter me! F 
what hurt dolI him, if 1 cleave to Death and 
periſh? and onthe other hand, is the Foun- 
tall 
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I abundantly ? .or the Glorious Sun that 
ſee- by it, and enjoy its warm reviving 
"beams? 1 fſee'the one part daily true, thas 
\ this World and all in it periſh; why ſhould 


de. "I not believe the other part ? certainly con- 77%. 


rt: | clude, 1 am under a delutiom, Ian in atools 
'8 Par adiſe, in a Dream ; arid ſhall T not awake, 


= but with Hell Flames about my ears ? Many 
Ar others have found all this true, ſhallI not be- 
the lieve them dying ? If 1 learn not by others 
m_ death, it's too late to learn by mine own; 
#. | [may be a warning to others, not to my 
1 Flr. 
th 1, Why ſhould I not ſet ſome time apart, 
ind and fit by niy ſelf, and commune with mine 


own heart ? ſhall [ lye in the Grave,ſcores, if 
off | not 100s of years ? and ſhan't I ſpare anhout 
1n a day, in a week, in ayear, in my whole 
nd | life, to deſcend into the Chambers of death 
by meditation, and converſe with my Bre- 

threa and Siſters the Worms ? Why ſhould 


yt 

y Ibea ſtranger at home, at my long home? I EN 
| know it's common to ſay, Wemult all die, 
hs | - and we owe a debt we mult all pay ;' and 


he | away to other matters prefently, and _ 
*twill be a long time before the debt will be 
ht | call'd for. Can't I think of deith 'cill I feel 
it 2 it's ſtrange; that molt perſons are afraid, 

2? | they or their friends ſhonld betold that they 
nd | are dying,” twill make them melancholy; and 


n- | do them hurt : What though it doth pull 
j | © 2 down 


CON the better becauſe Tdrink of it and 
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down our ſpirits? I am ſure God fays, 
Eccleſ. 77... 2, 3, 4-+ It 15 better to go the houſe of 
mourning , than of - feaſting; and the wiſe 
man glves you good reaſon : _1. Becauſe 
it's the end of all living ; whether you will 
go thither , willingly or no before-hand in 
your thoughts,you ſhall be brought thither 
whether you will or no. 2. The living will 
lay it to heart ; that is, the dead cant, or,as 
ſome, dead ſinners ; but the living Chriſtian 
will think of it ſeriouſly. 3. The heart is 
made better, that's, vain, wandring and 
wicked ; this will compoſe and fixit. 4. It's 
a great part of true Wiſdom. v. 4. They are 
fools that are pleas'd with the crackling of 
Thornes. v. 6. Think ſeriouſly, I keep a great 
a-do about this body, 1t will not always, not 


- Jong, eat and drink, and fleep,as now it doth; 


it will ſhortly fall down aſtinking, loath- 
ſome contemptible lump, it will decay and 
moulder; I haye often wiſht, were it Gods 
way , that I conld but fhew ſinners dying 
perſons in the Pulpit, or dead Corpſes ; they 
are but three or four feet under ground, and 
trampl'd on ; the Bed-man digs them up as 
Kones and dirt, throws the skull one way, 
the bones of the legs and arms another way : 
Who looks to find out the ſhape of his great 
Grand-father ? it may bethe young Boy kicks 
about his Grand-fathers sknll on the top of 
the ' Grave, -when room is made to put in his 
Father or Mother ; and that skull hath been 
fnll of cares and fears; here lies one _ 
tnal 
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that did ake, eyes that did poure out tears, 


- tongues that made doleful complaints ; one 


lies here that was covetous and ſelviſh; ano- 
ther there, Iuſtful and wanton; a third cloſe 
by, that was ſerious, heayenly and good ; 


- now as to the bodies, what difference between 


the skull of a Lord anda poor Country man ? 


who will. ſay, this man was worth Ten 
,Ponnds a year, that other an Hundred ; no 


difference, no. diſtinCtion. Fob 21. 23, to 26. 


One lives 1n plenty and eaſe, another in pain ' 


and” miſery, - the Grave is a-like to both. 
Who can imagine that men believe this ? 
none deny- it; but, we are the perſons that 
live under the apprehenſions of this won- 


 derful change. Fob calls it the Land of Dark- 
neſs, and, the ſhadow of: Death , without any 
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order. Ch.10. 21,22. The clods of the Valley $0421.33. 


houſe - appointed - for all the living. If you 


| will not look fo far as the Grave, come to 


are theſweeteſt Entertainment,and the worm Ch 24.20. 
| ſhall: feed ſweetly on him ; that is-all the 


the Sick-bed - and Death-bed ; hear them ch. 33.19. 


ther cold ſweats, they cart do it, moiſten 
their 'ſcorcht lips ; what ſhall I ſay or doto 


| convince and awaken you ? come and ſee 


your ſelves in them. . But ſtill you think ir 


Not; ſay, this is not J,, I am alive and in 


health: No, ſinner, if it were thou,then thou 
wert nndone, but very ſhortly *twill be you. 


| Thoſe that now lye gaſping and ſcreitching, 


and others that Ilye rotten and ſtinking, 
O 3 thought 


/Sroaning, ſee their ghaſtly: looks, wipe off to 22. 
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thou ght fo of themſelves vety lately, when 

they ſaw others thus languiſhing ;, their in- 

ward thought was, that their hotifes ſhould 
continne for ever, but they periſh, and yet 
their poſterity approve of their Ayings, that 

Pſal.49.10 18, not as to their fore-fathers, they ſee it 

_ t014- was their' folly, but ſee it not in themſelves, 

| They inherit their Eſtates , their Houſes, and 
their folly too. 

. * 2. Werethisall, 'twere not ſo much, but 
you muſt meditate ſeriouſly on the day of 
Judgement, and the great account to be gi- 
ven at that day. 'All this World muſt be 
brought up again ; the body muſt riſe out of 
the Grave, and Soul and Body ſtand before 
God, Men "and Angels, and the whole courſe 
of life be examin'd over ; you mult give 
account for every idle word, thonghr, -and 
miſpent hours. Aﬀe& your "heart with this 
great and ſolemn day and wonderful a T 

S, 


earance. Chriſt will come in the Clou 
reveaPd -from Heaven with - his mighty 
Angels, the Trumpet ſhall ſound, and the 
dead in Chriſt ſhall riſe firſt, and that Saviour 
which came humble, lowly, and mean. at firſt, 
2 Thep. 1. that came beſeeching and intreating, and 
G; * perſuading here, will come then in flaming 
fire, againlt the wicked to take vengeance. 
Take ſome time to. pavſe on it, 'till you 
tremble at the thoughts of it : How dreadful 
for me to ſtand trembling amongſt the guilty 
and condemn'd at the left hand, and hear the 
dreadful Sentence, — thou curſed, _- 
a | curſt 


bd *% wW "=" we 


curſt for ever to Everlaſting Fiames ; what 
ſhall I do ? which way ſhall I look? 'tis in 


__yain to cry to mountains and hills. The 
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greateſt , the ſtouteſt , the prondeſt then fv 6.15, 


ſhake and tremble, they that ruffte in their *© 
filks, and they that ſhiver in their rags, go | 
*hand- in hand naked before Gods Tribunal ; 


and what a difference then betwixt Sheep and 


Goats ? between, come ye bleſſed, and go ye 
\carſed: Then the great and mighty ſinners 


ſhall cry to the . Mountains to fall on them, 


. and lye on them to all Eternity, as accoun- 


I'7. 


ting their weight not ſo heavy and finking Rev. 6.15, 


asthe wrath of the Lamb. 
-(1.) Think how all muſt be determin'd by 


 Godat that day, and therefore you had need 
now approve your ſelves to God ; none can 


ſtand up in our ſtead or appear ; for as every 
one muſt bear his own burden, bear. the 
weight of. his own ſins; each man will have 
enough to do to anſwer for himſelf. No 
Father plead for the Son, nor Husband for 
the Wife; no fond indulgent Mother ex- 
cuſe, or hide, or extenuate the faults of her 
idle, wanton and extravagant Son. None 
ſhall be ſpared for their Parents goodneſs. 


IS, 17. 


God ſays, here, Noah, Daniel, and Job, de- ;..4. 14. 


liver neither Son nor Danghter , but their ;, 

- own Souls. : Lots Wite was turn'd into a Fer. 15. & 
- Pillar of Salt, and God bids us remember | 

Lors Wite ; the wiſe Virgins had not Oyl to _ 


ſpare, the Righteous ſcarcely favd them- 
Q. 4. ſelves : 
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ſelves; good Paul had much a-do to get 
to Heaven, what had he to ſpare, that had a 
body of death ,, and cries out as undone ? 
Rom..7. 29 and fearful and watchful leſt he 
be a caſt-away. 


{ 2.) Therefore you had need look to your 
ſelves, and approve your ſelves to God, who 
alone is the ſupream Judge , Judge of you 
and all the World ; there is no- appeal from 
him ; this 1s a comfort on Earth if -unjuſtly 


Jſz. 23.22.condemn'd ; as ane faid, I Appeal, the Judge | 


askt, to whom ? he anſwer'd, to God above. 


God alone will paſs the final Sentence, and Þ 


pronounce thee to miſery or mercy. If he 
{ay, come thox bleſſed, Men nor Devils.can't 
ſtop nor hinder thee, he only hath the keys, 
Rv x, 18. that lets 1n and ſhuts out as he pleaſeth ; and 
| he knows who and what you are, he will not 
juſtifie the wicked, nor condemn the righ- 
teous, he knows his own jewels; _he knows 
his Childrens ' Voice, though others knock 


== O2Sms 13 


' 


OL ES eos alt. oe Aus 6e-W : 


boldly at door. Marth. 7. laſt. Depart, I know - 


Je z20r. There 1s no bribing him, no falſe 

loſſes, no offering Thouſands of 'Gold and 

Silver; if you would give mountains of 

Gold, all the World cannot. buy one dram 

of Grace or comfort, or. be taken in exchange 

for a. Soul ; nor is there any eſcaping him, 

nor hiding, nor "flying away ; .Death and 

_ Hell, andthe Sea, give up their dead, all 

Rom, 14. Mult appear, it i not you may, but mf} 
10. appear, and there is no reſiſting his power, 
Ob ty > 1 em ED 


UM 
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nor. bearing up under his wrath; can thy 7. 33.14. 
Heart endure, or thy hand be ſfrong? You #i**. 22. 
' can't bear up under the Stone, the Gout, the *+ 


Strangury, the Tooth-ach ; alas ! God doth 
bat, $Kirmiſh with Sinners now, lets fall the 
Vials of his wrath at laſt. 

On the other hand, nothing can blemiſh 
nor hinder, nor leflen thy comforts and joy, 
and ſtop thy Praiſes and Zallelnjahs, if God 
jaſtifie and fave thee... Think fo long, till 
thy Heart is affected and awaken'd, till thou 
do!ſt by Faith ſee all this. Judge, is it not 


I highly reaſonable, that I reſt no more on 
\ friends below, but approve all in ſincerity to 


b 


God ?. If he doth not commend and approve, 


but condemn, I am undone Eternally. 2 Cor. 


10;{aff. Not he, who commendeth himſelf 
k approved, nor, whoſe praiſe isof men, but 
whom the: Lord;commendeth : Think on it, 
till-you bring it to ſome head or trial ; not 
bazly-read this and paſs away. to the World, 
to!Hur Meals, to your Bed, but hold your 
Hear to it, let it not go away, till you feel 
the ere of it, and ir makes a change in you. 


; Dire, 2. Do all thy Heavenly work hear- 
tily, tilyon find and feel it good. 


bt. In Metation. 2. In Exerciſmg thy Graves. 


3. 1» ptorming Duties. 


1. Be Ivy, warm, and rais'd inthy holy (4, 104, 
Meditations Think of God, till you love, 34. . 


fear 
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fear and honour him, till thoughts of him he 
Tweet. . T ſhould urge the ſame counſel as ty 
Heaven and Hell, that you would get aboye 
into Glory, in Meditation, .till you: hear the 
high ſounding Cymbals of Glory, and the 
Saints ſhouting, and in Triumph, and { 
thoſe Glorious Manſions: And-that you De. 
ſcend into Hell in your thoughts, till tyoy 
hear the ſcreitches and groans of the:damn'd, 
and ſee their ſweats, pangs and-throws'; you 
will not hold your Souls to it, but paſs away 
ſlightly, and all makes no impreſſion. * For 
want of this, it is, that Sermons and Prayers 
dolittle good. e.; TAG 0 

So. ſhould you think of fin, till you fee 
its weight, and groan under its burden; and 
loath, and fly from; and- fight againſt it. 


Alas! we do but read and hear, and'talkof | 
fin ;' we do not feel'it and cry out anderis, 


burden, as P/al. 38. beg. as ſiuking and undo, 
. So ſhould you think of Chrif, his Dath 
and \Sufferings, his Life and Reſurredon, 
his Aſcenſion into Glory, his ſitting A the 
Right hand of God, his ſecond corlng to 
Judgement in all; his Glory, till yor Souls 
are_raviſht and aftefted with it; yd are to 
die with him, and live by him. ' t's quite 
another thing, than to read, hear ad ſpeak 
of him. Think of his Love and xt Grace, 
till your Hearts be inflam'd-with-ove, till 
your Hearts burn within you, hi{ove being 
ſhed abroad in your Souls, at ſo his love 
conſtraining you ; and you crvut Ry, 


"TY 
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im 85 the height and length, and depth and 


aSty 


woted and grounded in love ; and get ſuch 17: 
1 knowledge of God and Chriſt, as it may 
be life Ecernal, and you may really ſee all 
eſe dung and drofs : Steep your hard hearts 
in this love and blood of Chriſt , till they 

break, bleed, and diſldlve. | 
9 ſtudy, ponder, ruminate and ſearch 
the Scriptures,till the Threatnings make you 
tremble, and the Commands delight you 
'and” are the joy of your hearts, and the 
Promiſes: comfort and encourage you, that 
you can ſay, O! how love thy Law, and 
my-Soul breaketh for longing, and thy word 
is the rejoycing of roy Heart, Think once 


$ and again, till you taſte the ſweetneſs of the 


tony and the hony-comb 3 till theſe be your 
Songs ' In your Pilgrimage , your light in 


darkneſs; till theſe comforts delight your 
Souls in the multitude of your thoughts. © ! 


make ſomewhat of Religion. What are the 
promiſes to us, if we do not believe and 


'fack the comfort and ſweetneſs of theſe 


breaſts'of conſolation ? Alas ! the moſt read 
the Word of God, only as Children, that 
they may come to the end of the Chapter or 


Palm ; or read it only as Davids aud Pauls, 


and- others experiences ; but not make it 
thetr own. 


- 2. Exerciſe your Graces, till you find them 
lively, warm . and evidencing Many are 
55m doubting 


jreadth of his love; it wilF be ſo, if you are #pb. 3.16* 
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doubting and troub[d, and concern'd about 


what 1s paſt, whether all. be rightand well 
Set to it now Heartily.; labour to believe, 


till thou do'ſſ find faith lively and worki . | 


Multi of- working by love, and carrying thee on in 
culantur 200d. Many believe a.God, but not fear, 


Chriſtum, 7... Kt - "0 x 7 
bEE love and honour him ; believe a Chriſt, but 


amant. Not prize, delight, glory. 1n, and cleave to | 


him, as to their Head, Lord and "Saviour, 


The moſt live, as if they verily believ'd there 


wasno God, no Chriſt, no Hell, no Heaven; 


as if they had no Souls to take care of. Liye, 


loving God and delighting inhim, till you 
find your Hearts burn within you in love to 


him ;. you can't love God a-right, unleſsyou | 


Dent. 6.5. love him with all the Heart and Soul. Wery 
and- grieve for fin, till your Souls bleed and 


break; till you, cry- out as pain'd,. ſick x | 


Ile dolet Heart, as one in a dark Dungeon under cruel 


. VereQui enemies, without food and cloathing, moanes 


fine teſte 


dolet. and mourns ; as one under racking pain 


criesout and roars.P/alm 38.beg. Someyudge, 


the P/almſt cries out more of the wounds and 


bruiſes of his Soul, than of the ſickneſs.and 
aches of his Body ; that-is a lively Repen- 
tance, not: to be repented of. 2 Cor... 11. 
What clearing of your ſelves, yea, what. zeal, 
yea, what indignation ? O what, how great? 
Did. you ever find the ſweetneſs and comfort 
of an humble, meek, broken, patient, ſelt- 
denying Soul? It's a bleſſed thing, whena 
man hath this rejojcing in himfelf ; when he 


experience, 
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fndsTribulgion working;Patience,and That | 


_ 
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experience, and thence hope, and the love 
{God is ſhed abroad in the Soul. | 
- What a ſupport 1s a real, lively, bleſſed zeb.6.1aft 
| hope, well-grounded ? when ſay, why art 
thou caſt down, O my Soul? hope in God. 


. In a word, can you cleave to God, claim 
your intereſt in him,-depend upon him? Do 


yonfear him aboveall,love him exceedingly? 
"Can fay, my Soul thirſteth after God, the 


living God; uſe Davids Expreſſions as mine 
own? My God 1s in Heaven, the Word for 


| | my uſe, my faith, my ſupport. P (al. 18. beg. 
| T love the Lord my firength, the Lord is my 
"Rock, my Fortreſs, my Delverer, my G od, my 


Strevgth, in whom I will truſt, my buckſer, the 
horn of my Salvation, and my high Tower. Whom 


have I in Heaven but thee? Pſalm 73. 25. 


3. . Perform all your duties ſo, till you find 


| the fiveetneſs, the real good, comfort and 


adyantage of them. Pray, till your Hearts 


be warmed and enlivend , poure out your 


Souls to him ; alas! the moſt do bur poure 


words, either written down and read them, 
or utter them from the ſrength of inrention 


and memory ; but few ſtir up them/#lves to 


call on God. They ſhall find me, fays God, 
when they ſeek me with all their Hcart. No 
wonder, 2 Hypocrite will not pray always, 
becauſe, he is ſo empry, ſuperficial and heart- 
Teſs in his work. Can we expect God ſhould 
delight in thoſe Prayers, we are not pleas'd 
with, but weary of, our ſelves? 'Molt do 
y vertly 
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Luke 18. 
beg, 
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verily believe, God doth not hear and-reganfſ 
them , and therefore, they expeCt nothing, 


Our Voices cannot reach the Heavens, there. ſſ 


fore it muſt be the cries of the Soul, Go 
knows who prays indeed, and who does not 


This Solomon conld once ſpeak, though after. | 
ward he fell off fouly himſelf. 2 Kine. 8, 


38, 39. What Prayer and ſupplication | 
"made by any Man, or by all the people, (whe- 
ther alone or together) which ſhall knoy 
every Man-the plague of his own Heart, and 


Fpread forth his hands ; then hear thou in 


Heaven thy dwelling,place, and forgive, and 
do and glve to every Man according to his 
ways, whoſe Heart thou knoweſt, for thou, | 
even thou only, knowelſt the Hearts of all the 
Children of Men. God knows the cries 
his own Children, and he ſeeks ſuch to Wor- 
ſhip him, as do it in Spirit and Truth. Can 
you come to God as to your God and Father, 
with delight and love, expecting, longing 
and believing ? ' Alas! what are the moſl 
Prayers, but the howling of Dogs, that 
Gods Soul abhors ? Pray as Moſes, not to lt 
God go without a Bleſling ; as Facob, wreltle 
with God ; cry,as one undone without mercy. 


Come boldly, read and hear, as to find 
the Word really good to your Souls, not 3s 


'the word of Man, but as the Word of God, 


that you findit the favour of life, and it'sin 
you a Well of Water ſpringing up to Eter- 
nal Lite, - 


Receiye 


LIMI 


x 


UMI 
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. Receivethe Body and Blood of Chriſt, as 
-| that you may eat and drink Eternal Life. 


Follow your callings and buſineſs in-the 


"World, as doing all in obedience to God, 


expeCting your reward from him ; and per- 


forming all Offices of love and watchfulneſs, 
of care and faithfulneſs to others, that. you 
may have comfort in your tenderneſs, pity, 


bounty.charity and kindneſs,in your breaſts ; 


there 1s great ſatisfaction in that Mans Soul, 
that hath bowels of mercies, kindneſs, forbea- 
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rance, forgiveneſs, as well as refreſhment to Co). 3. 12. 


. others. *T'was the ſaying of one, O the luſ- 


ciouſneſs of being charitable and doing 


good / There is inward joy, from the ex- 


erciſe of Grace toward God or Man, and the 


teſtimony and rejoycing' of a, Mans own 


Conſcience. As a wicked Man is rack'd and 
tormented from his own guilt, and horror 
and deceit, though none elſe know it. 


U* Diref. 3. Verily believe and fix, faſten it 


on: your Hearts, that fin and wickedneſs is 
deſtroying and ſelf-undoing, and true good- 
neſs and Godlineſs is ſelf-ſaving and true 


proſperity. 


1. Whatever {in may ſeem to promiſe, or 
appear innocent and harmlefs,it doth wound, 
hurt and kill the ſinner; and therefore fin 
muſt die or the Soul mult die ; look _ 

ins 
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Jer. 4s 14. 


Pſal. 10. 4. 


- Pf.14 beg. 


P - 
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fins, of commiſſion or omiſſion, they are all 
deſtroying. | h 


(1.) Vain and ſinful thoughts are hurtfy] 
and pernicious ; waſh thine Heart from 
wickedneſs, that thou mayelt be faved ; how 
long' ſhall vain thoughts lodge within thee? 
proud thoughts, wanton thoughts, carking, 
caring thoughts, covetous, worldly thoughts, 
envious, malicious thonghts, Hypocritical, 
deceitful thoughts , blaſphemous thoughts; 


unbelieving the greatneſs and goodneſs of | 


God, are gnawing Vermine, Soul-deſtroying, 
get into the very Bowels. Chriſt tells the 
Scribes and Phariſees that kept a-do ahout 
the outlide, and were concern'd about what 
they cat and drink, Matth.1 5.6ez. That what- 
ever they eat and drink, was not-ſo hurtful 
as what comes out of the filthy Heart. 17, 18, 
19, 20, v. Out of the Heart proceed evil 
Thoughts, Murders, Adulteries, &c. theſe 
defile and hurt the Man ; what a ſwarmot 
noiſome Flies, what filthy Serpents and 
Toads creep out thence? and theſe hugt and 
kill ; nay, want of good_thovghts is hurtful 
and deſtroying. 1r's ſaid of the wicked, 
God is not in all their thoughts ; his Heart 
ſays, there is no God like a fool, a ſinful 
undone fool, as heis; far irom having any 
ſecret and precious thoughts of God. ' Now 
the Soul dics for want of this good food 
and nouriſhment, as ſurely as with Poy ſon. 


(2.) Sinful 
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+ (2.) Sinful words are alfo i dangerous, 
hurtfal and deſtroying; many ſay their 
Tongues are their. own; who tis Lord over 
us? Matth. 12. 33 to 37, Bad Fruit ſhews a 
bad Tree, that muſt” be hewn down and caſt 
into the fire; the ſtinking corrupt Commu- 
nication comes out of the filthy dunghil of 
the Heart,and the open Sepulcre the 'Vhroar ; 
but every idle word mult be accounted for, 
v.36. That 1s not all, but idle words will 
Condemn and Caft the Man, 7am. 3. beg. 
6v. It's a fire, aworld of iniquity, defiles the 
whole body, ſcts on fire the courſe of nature, aud 
its ſet on fire of Hell, and therefore muſt to 
Hell. Therefore ch. 1. v. 26. The Apoſtle 
fays plainly, 1f any man ſeem to be Religions, 


and bridleth not his Tongue, he deceiveth his own * 


Heart, and the mans Religion 15 vain. 1. e. That 


man 1s loſt, 15 utterly undone, all the World 
can't fave him. How many Curſe, and Swear 
and Blaſpheme, and can't think any hurt in 
it? Some.call to God to Damn them, &c. 
Curſe thoſe about them, and any thar 
offend them ; others lie ,, and flatter and 
diſſemble; others ſpeak filthily and obſcenely. 


What fays the Apoitle, Eph: 5. 3. to 6. firſt 


he ſays, Fornication and uncleanneſ$ 15s not to 
be named, it doth not become Saints, net- 
ther filthineſs,nor fooliſh talxing,nor jeiting , 
this many think very innocent ; no, ſays the 
Apoſtle, it is-not convenient, 2. e. for Saints ; 
you have other. work and uſe for your 
Tongues, to praiſe and give thanks, v. 6. 
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Let no Man deceive you with vain Words, 
let them think or ſay what they pleaſe, for 

crauſe of theſe things , the Wrath of God 
cometh upon the Children of Diſobedience. You 


ſhoot your bitter envenom'd Arrows againſt. 


others +. but drawing the Sword cuts the 
Scabbard ; the Powder that blows up others 
Houſes or Names, muſt burn itſelf : Nor is 
it only hurtful to ſpeak evil, but not to ſpeak 
good ; in the 19, 20. v. he tells you a better 
uſe of your Tongues. After the Apoſtle 


Col. 3. 8. adviſed to put of Anger, Wrath, | 


Malice, Blaſphemy and filthy Communica- 
tion out of their mouth, and not to lie one 
to another ; he follows it 15, 16, - That the 
peace of God dwell in your Hearts, and 
the Word of Chriſt dwell richly in you, that 
they may teach and admoniſh one another, 
How can we reaſonably expect, that theſe 
tongues ſhould praiſe God in the higheſt Hea- 
vens,that do not pray unto, and praiſe him 
here on Earth? Can we imagine, that God 
gave us {uch uſefni members to 1imploy only 
about this lower World, dirt and vanity ! 


(3.) I might inſtance in all ſinful works; 


the filthy unclean perſon hunts for his own 


Life, his own Soul, Prov. 5. 3. Though it 
ſeems as an Hony-comb, and as Oyl, hier 
end v. 4. is bitter Wormwood, a cutting 
Sword, as Death, as Hell. v. 7. Then monrn 
at laſt, v. 11. And thy fleſh and thy body 
conſumed, v. 20. 21, Why thns guilty, _ 
GO 
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God ſees all? v. 22. His own iniquities ſhall 
take the wicked himſelf; and holden with 
cords he ſhall die without help. ch. 6. 32. He 
that {is guilty, deſtroyeth his own Soul , 
'c<.7. laſt; Much more is ſaid, he 1s ab- 
horr'd of the Lord, though Sinners ſay it's 
ſweet. ch. 9g. v.17, 18, It's their ignorance 
and miſtake, the dead are there, and thoſe 
in the depths of Hell. 


So might you obſerve in all other ſins and x Cor.6.5. 
- finners ; the drunkard doth but ſwallow 


down poyſon, his own deſtruCtion, for living 


_ and dying fo he muſt to Hell, who hath 7ro. 23: 
wee, who hath ſorrow, and that offen at 29> 3%: 


preſent, but at laſt it biteth like a Serpent 
and-ſtingeth like an Adder ; cheating, coze- 
ning and defrauding others, is but wronging 
amans ſelf moiſt. Helyes in wait todeceive 
his own Soul ; he cheats another of his Mony, 
his Goods, his Eſtate, but cheats himſelf of 


. Truth, Honeſty, Sincerity and true Peace. -- 


. Who would believe, that Men in covetouſ- 


zefs were heaping up not wealth, but wrath 74m. 5. 


againſt the day of wrath, and adding fewel ><: 
to their own flames.? That proud ambitious 
aſpiring Mcn were talling and ſinking by 
their pride and riling, and that they were 
getting up but to a higher pinacle to {fall 
down . the lower, and with the greater ven- 
geance ! | 
What ſhall I ſay to convince you ? wall 
you believe, that rejecting and ſlighting Gods 
calls and word, you caſt away your own 

| P 3 . Mercles, 
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mercies, that you render your ſelves unwor- 
thy and uncapable of Everlaſting ' Life ? 

So in all negle& of Heavenly duties and 
their own work, they loſe daily and cheat 


themſelves of much good, of - their own 


peace; life and happineſs 5 loſe their time 
and bleſſed Seaſons, they loſe Jewels better 
than Gold and Silver. It's {ad to ſee, how 
many are robbing and ftealing from them- 
ſelves every day precious hours and choice 
advantages, this loſs will appear in ſhewing 
the others gain. | 


2. On the other hand, Godlineſs -is yout 
making. Men may run this and that way; 
nothing but tincerity and a good Conſcience 
will ſtand by a Man and ſupport him at laſt; 


doing good makes the bones fat and the Soul F 


rejoyce. What comfort had David in pray- 
ing and prayſing night and day; ſick and 
well, baniſht,or in his Throne ? Great peace 
have they which love thy Law, and nothing 
ſhall offend them ; in keeping thy Command- 
ments 1s great reward. A Man that is Hea- 
venly and hearty in Prayer, is-getting more 
than he thatis Trading, and gaining Gold 
and S1lyer. Little do the fooliſh mad World 


. know or believe, what a Chriſtian is getting 


daily upon his knees, he is laying up Trea- 
ſure in Heaven ; he ſhall be receiving a full 
and glorious anſwer to his Prayers to all. 
Eternity. Where are any ſuch proffers and 


promiſes made to any the wiſeſt worldly 


work; 
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work, as are to Gods bleſſed and Heavenly- 
work ? A Chriſtian 1s adding Grace to Grace. 


' 2. Pet. 1, 5« &c, adds to his Jewels and Trea- 


fore ;; the trial of your faith being more pre- 


| cions than that of Gold. Who can tell the 
wealth of a ſincere Chriſtian ? who knows 


his manſion in Heaven , the worth of his 


Crown and Kingdom, a Crown not of Gold, 
| but Glory ? Who cantell, how mach is coucht 


up in one promiſe ? they are faid to be excee- 
ding rich and precious promiſes: What 1s 


the greatneſs of . Gods love, the invaluable 
merits of Chriſts Blood, the riches of free 


Grace ? What may be ſaid or done to con- 
vince the World, that Godlineſs of it ſelf, gr gy. 


we render it with contentment, it's in the Taprel 


original with its ſelf-ſufficiency , is great ; Tim.6.6. 
2Aain ? Can he be poor, mean, or low, that Qui h abet 


hath God for his Portion, Heaven for his in- habentem 


ommia,ha- 


? e ſai ? - 
heritance ? What can be ſaid now ? All 1s apes. 


yours, and you are Chriſts, and Chriſt 1s 
Gods. 1 Cor. 3. laſt. L 
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Dire&. 4. Do not delude anddeceive your 
ſelves with theſe common and dangerous 
miſtakes, about your ſad periſhing condition. 


1. As with ſecrecy. 2. Preſent ſecurity and. 


eaſe. 3. With excuſes, evaſions and | extenu- 
ations.-4. With feigned Repentance. g5.With 
groundleſs hopes . of mercy and foohſh pre- 
ſumption, hs 


Theſe are all dangerous Rocks, on which 
Thouſands of Souls ſplit themſelves and 
periſh. 


; 1. With ſecrecy ; it's all hidden and cloſe, 
they are not diſcern'd and diſcover'd in thetr 
cunning, ſfeli-deceiving courſes. All Men 


attempt, is, to hide their poyſon from others. 


As Men that would murder themſelves, ſtudy 
all ſecrecy. Many are not ſo diſturb'd at being 
Magis pu- drunk twenty times,as at being diſcover'd or 
doris tl reproy'd once. More afraid of being known 
| ru o. to the World for their wickedneſs, than of 
lutis. © being damn'd to all Eternity. God declares 
'Tertull. often, that every ſecret thing ſhall be brought 
' Fecleſ, 12. to light, and every hidden thought and work 
34 ſhall be laid opento allthe World. 1 Cor. 4. 
beg. The Apoſtle values not Mens judge- 

ment, becauſe the Lord will come, and will 

bring to light the hidden things of darkneſs, 

and will make manifeſt the counſels of the 
_ Heart, and then ſhall eyery Man haye m 
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-of God that deſerves it : What thou gh none 


know that I am ſick, and pained or poor, 


and I feel the pinching pains and want ? 
What - though others know not my ſecret 


wickedneſs, my {ſecret negle&ts of Cloſet- 
Prayer and holy Meditation ; my deadneſs 
and unbelief in duty; my hypocriftie and 


falſeneſs to God and Man ? this will certainly 
deſtroy me. Gods eye is upon me; as one, 
- tempted to wickedneſs, would not yeild till 
' great privacy, when thi 'or that place was 


offer'd, where none ſaw; the party an- 
ſwer'd, but Gods eye 1s here. Said Joſeph, 
How. ſhall I do this wickeaneſs and ſin againſt 


' - God? Though my Earthly Maſter be not at web. 4.13. 
. home, my: Heavenly Maſter 1s always Pro. 7.19, 


preſent. 


'2. Pleaſe not your ſelves with preſent eaſe aud 


ſecurity. 


(1.) Becauſe you cant perceive your ſelves 
ſo deeply wounded and dangerouſly hurt by 
ſin. You can't feel your pains and death- 
pangs. Were'there ſuch hurt in fin, ſhould 


I not percelve it ? Were they not marrying, :zarth. 24. 


and giving/in Marriage, till the flood came ? 
Was there 'any hurt in this? but they are 
ſenſeleſs of their danger. When {inners 


ſhall cry peace, then Iudden DeſtruQtion ;Tþef.5.2. 


comes''as pangs ona Woman, that 1s in eaſe 
and merry one quarter of an hour, and on a 
ſudden come throws, pangs and groanes ; are 


not all other ſinners as ſecure as. you ? 
P 4 2. Nor 
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2. Nor. becauſe you can't forſee the future 
miſchief and danger. The things Eternal 
are not ſeen, theevils as well as the comforts. 
The prudent Ian foreſeeth the evil and hideth 
himſelf, but, the ſimple paſs on and are puniſh, 
This 1s the main difference between the wiſe 
and the fooliſh ; the wiſe man 1s wiſe in time, 
the fool when'tis too late. The finners eyes 
are never open till death, as they report of 
the Mole. You find in Scripture frequent 
advice, hear while it is to day; this is the day 
of Salyation ; too morrow may be the day 
of Death and Damnation. He that ſpeaks 
to day, may chooſe whether he will ſpeak to 
morrow. Now, the gentle mild Voice of 
the Goſpel, the next, may be the terrible 
and loud call to judgement ;' if you'l not 
hear God now, he will not hear you then ; 
and therefore bids you ſeek him whilſt he may 
be found, and call upon him whillt he is near 
intimating , that there is a time coming 
when, he will not be found, when he will be 


[i —x = >) 
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Pr0.1.lait. a-far oft. Whatſocyer you do, do it heartily 


£xcl.g.10, 


now, for there is no working in the Grave, 
whither you are going. ' Nor 1s the great 
danger and dreadful miſery the leſs or the 
farther off, becauſe you do not ' diſcern it ; 
for .ought* you know the Judge ftandeth at 
the door, and it 1s ſaid he cometh like a Thief 
in the might, he comes in a day and hour that 
the - {inner 'thinketh not . of ; their inward 
thought 1s; that their houſes. ſhall continue 
tor ever, this their way is their folly. 
| | De IG 3. Deceive 
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3. Deceive not your ſelf with excuſes, eva- 
5 and Extenuations. 

"1, You think that you have much to ſay 
for your ſelves. You can plead your inno- 
cency, and it was a ſtrong temptation and 


you could not help it, and you are ſorry for 


it. When I have ask'd\ ſome, why they 
negle&t Gods Ordinances and good Duties ? 


they have reply'd, Indiſpoſition, care of their 
- Families, providing neceſlaries;.I have im- 


mediately reply'd, will God take ſuch an 
anſwer ? they have ſaid, they | fear not ; 
why then, what advantage 1s it thus to anſwer 


 meand deceive your ſelves ? God will not be 
mocked ; he knows, when tis our weakneſs 


and when our wickedneſs. They made ex- 
cuſes, and plauſible ones too, Aarth. 22. beg. 
One went to his Farm, another to his Merchan- 
aiſe,'v. 5, Luke 14. v. 18, The firſt ſaid , 
have bought a piece of ground, and T muſt nteds 
go and ſee it,” I pray thee have me excuſed ; he 
did not wrong and cheat another, 'twas his 
own Ground,” bought and paid for ; he did . 
not ſay, he would glory and delight in it, and 
make” it his portion, only go and prove it. 
v. 19. Another ſaid, 7 have bought five yoke of 
Ocen, and I go to prove them. v. 20, Another 
faid, 7 bave married a Wife , aud therefore 

cannot come ; not- plead for Fornicatioh or 
Adultery ; bnt I have the burdens and cares 
of a Married- ſtate; and it's as much as I can 
do to mind theſe affairs but did all _— 
| 10 - tishie ? 
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tisfie ? no, v. 20. The Maſter of the Hoy 
was angry, and invites others, ſends away 


_ the Goſpel, and calls from theſe to another 


Luke 10, 
laſt. 


Ut una 
mecum 
manus ad- 
moveat 
OPErl. 


people. v. 24. 1 ſay unto you , none of theſe 


men that are bidden ſhall taſt of my Supper. 


Theſe lower things may be priz'd above ſpi- 
ritual and Heavenly things, and this is neg- 
letting ſo great Salvation. Adartha had 
much to ſay for her felf ; What / the Son of 
God, the Saviour of the World come to her 
houſe with his company, and want Proviſion 
and neceſlaries ? I doubt not but ſhe didit 
out, of great reſpect to Chriſt ; this appears, 


I. She was cumbred with much ſerving;ſhe 
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was not. idle and lazy. Many will have little or W 
no thanks for their caring-and carking, and ' 


tumbling about the World : I have pitied 


many poor drudging induſtrious 'worldlings, . 


that weary themſelves for very vanity... 

2. In that ſhe could come to Chriſt, and 
call him. Lord, not doubting but that ſhe was 
well-pleaſing to him, careſt thou not, &c. 
bid her therefore that ſhe help me. No doubt 
but many think they are well enough, whulit 
employ'd about the World all the day,though 
they forget God and neglect their Souls. She 
leaves me alone, I do not deſire to be idle; I 


*' would have her help'me. .-I con]d be glad to 


hear a good Sermon, as well as ſhe ;- thus 
many 'Worldlings condemn. thoſe that take 
time for Prayer and Hearing, and ſay, they 
are idle, they are idle. ! +; | 

: 2. Notwith- 


UN 
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| Notwithſtanding Aartha's care and pro- 


 vifion, her confidence and appealing to 


Chriſt , her condemning her good Silter ; 

iſt reproves her ſeverely, and juſtifies and 
commends her good Siſter. Martha, Martha, 
thou art careful and troubl'd about many 


- things ; I know not, but Chriſt may check in 


her a fſolicitous, careful, worldly ſpirit, 
which may be too predominant in many geod 
people : (as I doubt not, but Martha was a 


good woman ; it's ſaid, Jeſus loved MarthaJohn 11.5. 


and her Siſter, and Mary) Chriſt - tells her, 
that her head, hearr and hands,. were too full 
of worldly matters, but eſpecially now very 


| mfeaſonably , when there were greater 
- things in hand. Chriſt commends, juſtifies 


Mary, ſhe fate at Chriſts feet, ſhe had 


Choſen the better part ; this was the one 


thing needful, this ſhould laſt for ever. This 
affords many conſiderations ; that Heavenly 
things are quietly receiv'd, when Worldly 
matters afford trouble and diſturbance; theſe 
things are really neceſlary, abſolutely ne- 


_ ceflary, the other not ; I may want Riches, 


Food, Health, &c. and be happy, and go to 
Heaven.” I can't be happy without this Grace. 
There are many things, - here is but one God, 
one Chriſt, one Soul, one Happineſs ; that 
is called good, but not ſo. really ; it'sa falſe 
name to call Riches, &c. good ; thereis none 
good but God, ſays Chriſt, and there 1s no-, 


_ thing really good but what makes ns good, 
and leads us to a good God: Somerender 


It 
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it optimiam parter, the belt part, others wel. 
orem, qnigm NMaitha ; a better part than what 
Martha choſe; and Mary choſe and. priz'd 
this above the other, and it's theonly laſting, 
everlaſting part ; ſo that ary might anſiver, 
ſiſter Martha, be not- angry, I have a poor 
hungry -Soul like to be ſtarv'd, and I can't 
now mind the body ; that is meat that pe- 
riſheth, I am now labonring after the meat 
that endureth to Everlaſting Life z I am now 
attending on my precious Saviour, whom [ 
highly ' honour and + dearly. love: Ay, but 
Mary, we may hear Chriſt another time; but 
I am not ſure of that, beſides, I can now 
and then: too, I need preſent. ſupport and 
comfort, I have a poor wounded fin-fick Soul 


like to periſh, and I muſt now attend on this 


Phyſician z Chriſt commends the choice, and 
condemns Martha, Do not you think, ex- 
cuſes will ſerve your turn ; if Chriſt ap- 
prove not of Martha's providing for him,how 
will he condemn you- that fit at home, and 
provide for your ſelves only and family ; 
ſpend the greateſt part of Gods day about 
the body ? I have often thought Gods day 
the worſt ſpent of any, in filling and cloath- 
ing the carkaſs, and. eaſe and ſloth ; more 
ſins committed on this day than: others. 
Pleaſe not your ſelves with feigned excuſcs 
and pretences,God knows what you are,lying 
down and riſing up; what your thoughts, 
words and works are, and what your temp- 
tations z what your care to pleaſe him, _ 
2 _ OL | waat 
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what your wilful: and ungodly neglects? 
Many think to plead theirignorance, their 


company,their Miniſters negle&;God knows, 


what your. helps and advantages were, and- 
wherein you were willingly flothful and care- 


4#f: Though he with one Talent ſeent'd to 


plead much that he had not waſted his Ta- 


4nt, not ſpent it in rioting and exceſs, but a,,;p. 25. 
laid it up ina Napkin; I was afraid of thy 24 to 29. 


ſverity, becauſe thon expectedſt more of me 
than thou gaveſt to me, I had but one Talent, 


 theothers had two and five ; what could I do 


with ſo ſmall knowledge and helps ? I could 
never leaſe thee 'and do as ithon requireſt, 
but here thou haſt what is thine, I-have done 
thee no wrong. ' All this will not excuſe, 


thou art wicked and flothful ; out of thine 
8 own Mouth 1 will condemn thee , thou 


kneweſt how ſevere” I was , therefore thon 


' fh6uld'ſt have been the more careful and 


exatt; had'ſt thou 'umprov'd that, 1 would 
haye given thee more ; caſt ye that unprofi- 
table Servant into utter darkneſs; would he 
not work ?let him have nothing but weeping 
and gnaſhing of teeth. | | 


- 4; Deceive not your ſelves with feigned re- 


. pentance and pretended ſorrow for fin ;, this will 
ot [ave you. 


- Deep ſorrow and humiliation , a real 
broken and contrite Spirit, are the only Sa- - 
crifices pleaſing to God. Many think, Iam 


forry for my fins, and can ſay wgh the Publi- 
| can, 


caii, Lord, be merciful to me a ſimmer, and God 
forgive me;I know not, whether theſe triffling 
prayers, or their curſesand oathes, are moſt 
abominable- to God. © Cry out , wretched 
Man that I am, who ſhall deliver me? He 
that faid it was Holy and Heavenly, ſtrug- 
ling and fighting againſt fin, and cries out 
- under a deep ſenſe, as oneundone and fink- 
ing. It's eaſie to ſay, Iabhor my ſelf in duſt 
and aſhes. I doubt not, but many confeſs 

their ſins -in prayer daily, and pretend for- 
 row,when there is not the leaſt grief of heart, 


nor trouble of ſpirit. We have many ſin- | 


ners, but few. true mourners, - in our Sor, 
How” -few reſtleſs and. unquiet, weary and 
heavy laden, and not fatisfiedtill they core 


to Chriſt and find reſt for their Souls ? It's | 


a great, a mighty work, to have this heart 
really broken. You read of Ahab, the Men 
_ of Nineveh, and many others, who'ſeem'd 
to repent , but'did ſuch falſe tears ever 
reach one {in ? 


5. Pleaſe not your ſelves with gronaleſs hopes 
of mercy and preſumptions 0n Gods love and 
- kindneſs. | 


You read indeed, that God is gracious and 


merciful, and long-ſuffermng, but it is added, 
that he will by no means clear the guilty. Say 
not, though Men are ſevere, I hope God will 
pity and pardon, and ſave me ; ay, but what 
grounds have you to hope, that he will pity 
and ſave gp? Are. your Names written in 


the - 
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the ' Book of Life here ? then hope and 
believe it's written above. God hath ſaid, 
' Bleſſed are thepoor 1n Spirit, the poor in Heart, 
| &c. am I ſuch, or no ? Should one dream at 


night of a Pardon from a King, or that ſuch 


a Mans Eſtate is mine, and come the next 


morning for the Pardon, or claim the Eſtate ? 
and the other ſhould ask, why ? what have 


| you to ſhew for it, any thing under mine 
| hand ? and he anſwer. no, but I dreamt fo 


the laſt night ; he might be kickt out of 


' doors with diſdain and anger, and counted 


fitter for Bedlam. Fooliſh mad ſinners, that 
knock at Heaven Gates and claim it for theirs; 
will not God ſay, What haſt thou to ſhew 
under my Hand and Seal ? where did I ever 


promiſe Mercy and Heaven to one that did 
| live daily, as thou didſt ? Look ever the 


whole Bible, bring me one promiſe, and rle 
make it good. My dear friends, why ſhould 
you flatter your ſelves to your own deſtruct- 
jon, and no convincing you now, till God 
doth filence you at laſt ? only fay, Lord, I 
dreamt ſo, when on Earth ; a fooliſh and 
fruitleſs Dream. 


6. Deceive not your ſelves with delays. 


Many Thouſands deſtroy themſelyes with 
reſolvtions, and promiſes of ſaving them- 
ſelves hereafter. The time is not yet come. 
The Devil and your own Hearts, and this 
wicked World, are cunaing ſophilters, _ 

they 
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they will not crave all your time together, 
only have it by peice-meals, till they haye 
all at laſt : Every morning they will fill you, 
as ſoon as you are awake, with other matters, 
and thus keep you employ'd all the day ; and 
when they have lull'd you aſleep that night, 
they will be with you the next day, and as 
likely to prevail ; and thus keep you cloſets 
themſelves, that they ſhall have the perfor- 
mances, and God all the promiſes; ſay only 
to Gad, I go, Sir, but not ſtir ; at night you 
' ſhall confeſsthat you have ſinnd all that day, 
- but never begin to live better the next day, 
Weſhould he aſham'd to pat into our prayers 
at night, Lord, raiſe me up the next day, 
that I may eat and drink and be merry, that 
1 may be idle and vain,and not think or ſpeak 
ſeriouſly of God or my Soul, or another 
World ; or in a morning, pray for a Bleſling 
, all the day, but walk out of the way of 
Bleſling all the day after.Should we not bluſh 
to ſay, Lord, Bleſs me in my idlenefs, in my 
wicked company, in my jeſting and triffling ? 
well, but we hope to hve better hereafter ; 
what! next week, or next year? no, never 
come to a determinate tame, and thus the 
Devil hath us faſt enough. Did you not think 
many years. ago, that if you liv'd to ſuch an 
Age, you would be better ? and have you not 
the ſame old, dead, vain and worldly Hearts, 
.that you had long ago ? Are you not {111 as 

backward to good, as prone to evil, as you - 
were formerly ? Haye you not reſolv'd often 

ro 
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to. caſt yp your acconnts and prepare ſo- 


 temnly for Eternity, but {till you neglect it; 


and will you ſtill truſt theſe wicked deceitful 


| Hearts, that have deceiv'd you ſo often ? 


Have not theſe wicked Hearts left you many 
2 good Sermon,many a bleſſed Sabbath, many 
an awakning,ſearching providence ? and are 


they not as likely to loſe you as many more,if 


God grant them to you? but it may be,you 


| have icen your beſt days, and God may never 
| grant you ſo many bleſſed advantages; how 


many Heavenly Lights have burnt out, 
whilſt you have been idle and triffling ? many 
lively, ſerious. Miniſters, are gone to- reſt, 
that did ſtrive; pray, intreat and weep, and 


- fould not prevail : If you ftill believe, you 
ſhall be better in ſach a condition, or ſuch 


22 Age, obſerve thoſe that are ſo, and ſee, 
whether they be not as carelefs and negligent | 
about their Souls, as others.Do not you ſeem 


| is far from Death and Judgement, as you 


ere twenty years ago.? God fays, to day 


hear, and the Devil ſays, tomorrow ; he that 2:6. 3.15. 


is really made good, fets to Gods work 
preſently. 
As ſoon as ever Saul was converted, he 


faid: preſently; What wilt thou have me to do 2 dht.g beg. 
and God fays, Behold, he prayeth; and the 


Prodigal, as foon as ever he came to himſelf; ? 


he came tohis Father, and ſaid, 7 am willin _ L5: 


to be thy Servant ; and thoſe that Chriſt at fir 
calPd, immediately left all and followed him ; 
when one ſaid, ler me go firſt and bury thy Fa- 

Q. | ther; 
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Lut.g.laft. ther,Chriſt ſaid, Let their dead bury their dead, 


but go thou prefently and preach the Kingdom of 
God; another ſaid, let are bid thoſe at home 
farewel , no, faid Chriſt, no man putting his 
hand to the Plough, that looketh back, isfit for 
the Kingdom of God. It's but reaſonable, 


_ they arereceiy'd, as the Prodigal, into the 


arms of Mercy. preſently, have all their ſins 
pardon'd, all Grace given, the ring and fatted 
Calf ; all: is ready, and therefore they muſt 
love and pray, and praiſe preſently. Says 


Gal.1. 15, Paul, As ſoon as I was called by Grace, imme- 


Ver a 


$6.1 7,18. diately I conferred not with fleſh and blood; but 


went to work preſently.S$hall a Man that is rais'd 
out of the Grave and rottenneſs, delire to 
lye down: a few hours and days longer, and 
then walk and work among the living ? No, 
fay. preſently, what have I to do any more 
with my wicked Heart, Tongue, Lite, and 
Company ? | 


' Dire. 5. Labour ro get above this World and 


all ts concernments, admire not its greatneſs, 


I John Go 
4; 5: 


nor regard its glorious proſpett and large premiſes, 
nor fear its threatnings and troubles , 


This 1s a great ſnare, undoing thouſands, 
they can't get beyond this World ; nothing 
but Faith can conquer this World , by 


Chriſt you may be Crucified to the World, 


and the World to 'you. Chriſt ſays, Theſe 
are not of the World, as I am not of the World, 
my Kingdom is not of this World, Weread 

: : and 
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and ſpeak of things, but do not really-live 
as Strangers and Pilgrims, 'as Travellers and 
Sojourners ; are we not at home here ? do we 
not ſet up our reſting place here, and are 
diſquicted, when we are unſetled ; and cy 


_ out as if we were undone ?. 


Be convinc'd, that your happineſs i is- not 
here, nor can all theſe things ſave you and 
inake you truly bleſled.Solomor is as4 Man got 
to the top of the Worlds Glory, ſet upon the 
pinnacle, upon the highelt mountain to ſee 


and enjoy the Kingdoms of the World and 


the Glory of them. What could be defir'd 
more than he declares ? Eccle/;, 2. 3. great 
Works, Houſes,. Vincyards, Gardens and: 
Orchards, Trees 'of all kind of Fruits, all 


Servants, great and {mall Cattl-, Silver and 

Gold, the peculiar Treaſure of Kings, Men- 
Singers, Women-Singers, -and the delights ponum, 
of the Sons of Men, as Mutical Inſtruments. toneſtum, 
and that of all ſorts ; here was Honour, Pro- * utile & ju- 
fit and Pleaſures, and withal his great Wig. cundums 
dom remain'd with him : Nay, v. 10. he ſa- 


tified his delires to the full; fulfill d his joy, 
and his Heart rejoyced 1n all ; and yet v. I 1. 
upon a ſcrions review,: I looked upon all; 
and it was vanity, nothing i in it, nay, It was, 
vexation and no profit ; nay, he conld ſee 
little ir - his worldly Wiſdom, becauſe 1t 


 happeneth to the fool and the wiſe both alike; 


v. 14,15. and in the Grave there is no remem- 
brance of the wiſe more than the fool, for- 
Zotten in the next Age; and withal, he that 

.Q 2 comes 
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comes after may be a fool,v.18,19.as it fell out 
with Rehoboar ;. he ſeems in this Book to call 
to the reſt of the World, thatare ſtruggling, 
tugging and ſtriving to get up to this moun- 
tain, ſomelye ſcraping and groveling at the 
bottom, others are got up a little way far- 
ther, ſome half-way; he calls from the very 
top to you, and ſays, Deceive not your 
ſelves, ſtrive and ſtruggle no more, you 
think, were you were I am, you ſhould be hap- 
Py, I am got to the very top, and ſee it all 
yanity and vexation. And leſt the volup- 
tuous, and the luſtful and the riotous perſon, 
ſhould think, there is more ſweetneſs and ſa- 
tisfaftion in exceſs, God gave himup to the 
range of his luſts z; he had not only abun- 
dance, 1 King. 4, 22. &c, Solomons pro- 
viſion for one day, was thirty meaſures of fine 
flowr, and threeſcore meaſures of meal, ten fat 
_ Oxen, and twenty Oxen out of the paſtures, and 
an hundred Sheep, beſides Harts and Roe-Bucks, 
and Fallow-Deer, and fatted Fowl. y. 26. &c. 
He had fourty thouſand ſtalls of Horſes for his 
Chariots, a twelve thouſand Horſe-men ; he 
had wonderful wiſdom , ſpake three thouſand 
Proverbs, and Songs 4 mT os and five. Ch. 10. 
27. He made Silver to be as ftones in Jeruſalem ; 
be alſo gave himſelf to Wine and Women, had 
ſeven kundred Concubines and three hundred 
Wives; and at laſt cries out as one poor and 
empty, and undone, and ſays, all is Faniy 
and vexation of Spirit. If you will not be- 
lieve his own experience, and think he ſpoke 

| | 19 
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it out of diſcontent and indignation ; hear 

what he ſays as toall the higheſt, the beſt, 

the ſweeteſt, the longeſt, the ſureſt of theſe 
Eatthly enjoyments. 

. He dies as the beaſt, rots and ſtinks in the duſt, Chay, 2, 
no bringing him up to ſee what 4s after him. % 1g, 22, 

No ſatisfaftion whilſt he is here, though none Chap.4. 8. 
to ſucceed, - nor childe, nor brother, yet greedy 
ſerapigs, and never think, he hath enough, nor 

comfortably enjoy what he hath ; and if he hath a verſe 16. 
ſecond after him, not rejoyce in him. : 

He is not ſatisfied with his abundance, only Chap. ;. 
beholds with his eyes what others eat and enjoy ;, verle 10, 
only diſturbs his reſt, when the laboxrer ſleeps **> 12. 

| ſweetly. 
It hurts him whilſt altve, and carries none of y,,, , 
 # with him; whenhe dies, only labours for the Ys 
Wind. | 


He eats in darkneſs, and tormented in bts-yerſ: 17, 


ſukreſs 18 
' Some have much, and have not power to eat and Chap, 6, 
enjoy it 0 V. 2, 


Though he beget an hundred Chilaren., and v. 3.6, 
live many years, nay, though two thouſand years, 
which none attain to. + 


He concludes,that ſororw is better than laugh- Ch. _ 


ter, and the houſe of mourning and death berter 6, 
than life,all its joy but as the crackling ef thornes. 
None can eſcape death, allcut off, wiſe and Ch. 8. $. 

fooliſh, rich aud poor. 

' He fhews that proſperity 1s a ſnare,and hardens yea ,, » 
Men m their wickedneſs, lulls them aſleep in ſe- 192, 13. E 
eurtty, till cut off hs at laſt. 
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Chap.9.1, Theſe things come alike to good aud bad, no 
2, 33 5» 0+ difference, only the wicked cut off dreadfull at 
laft ; and all 1s gone, their memory, their paſſiqns 


will ceaſe. 
verſe 11, Mt's not «hull, nor ſtrength, nor wiſdom, always 
12. gtves this proſperity, taken at last as Fiſhes and 
Birds unawatres. 


Ch10.6.7. ' Sometimes, fools and ſervants and tbe baſe, 
riſe and proſper, andthe noble and worthy de- 
| . preſt and kept under. 
Ch. 11.7, de adviſeth at laſt, that Mer would not 
8, 9, 10 pleaſe themſelves with the preſent light, becauſe 
ſweet, . nor with many years, though he hath jo 
in them all, but remember the days of "2K 4 
that" ſhall be many. How long hath Solomon 
himſelf lain in the dark, ſilent Grave ? Nor the 
young Man ſbould ſo pleaſe himſelf 1m chearing his 
Heart, and walking in his own ways, but remem- 
ber -the great day of Fudgement, when all thoſe 
things ſhall be brought forth, therefore he ſhould 
remove ſorrow from his Heart, aud evil from his 
Fleſh. 
Clap. 12 And at laſt adviſeth him to what I am now 
it, Oc. urging, to remember his Creatour, and thereia 
himſelf 17 the midſt of his pleaſure ,, remembring 
' y. 13. 14. 'he years of old Age, how then he would decay ; 
and at laft ſhuts up all with this, that the whole 


_ wo of Alan is to be miſe to Salvation, and prevent 4 
hy} - : Ne dreadful #nudgement and Condemnat 1071 5 te or t Mis 
hoc omne 7s the whole of Adan,this is your making aud 
clt homq, #4r7mmg, io 


Now 
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. Now why ſhould we be ſo fooliſh todelude 


our ſelves with theſe matters ? the Pſalmiſt ColAdam, 
tells you Pſal, 39. 5. Every Man in his beſt Col. He- 


eftate 1s altogether vanity. Every Man is very Þ*l- 


| yanity 3 Man is fo, every Man, rich or poor, 


high or low, Lord or Peaſant z ſome would 
grant, that poor and ſick, finking and com- 


mw old and decaying heis fo; no, in qc, 5t- 
is beſt Eſtate, in all his Pomp, Greatneſs led Eftate. 


and Grandeur, he is vanity, not only vain, but 
vanity in the abſtract ; to ſay a Man is poor, 
or fooliſhor miſerable, it's ſad, but to ſay he 
is poverty, folly and miſery, it ſelf, nay, is 
altogether vanity, nothing but vanity, not. 
the leaſt ſubſtance or reality ; and leit you 
ſhould doubt of it, he adds, verily it is fo, 


| this is a real ſtanding truth, nothing more 
certain; and therefore he adds, v. 6. Surely 


he walketh- in a vain ſhew. Heb. an image ; 
it's but an appearance, a ſhadow, a picture, 
and that a vain one too; he againrepeats it, 
ſarely they are diſquieted in vain ;, or troubled, 
Heb. They make a noiſe, or buſtling or 
tumult, ſeeking the World, and know not 
what will become of it and them. P/al. 62. 
v. 9. Men of low degree are vanity, and men of 


high degree are a lie ;, becauſe they ſeem to pro- 


miſe, and to be more than really they are : they 
are altogether (or alike) Hghter than vanity, if 


weighed in the Ballance with God or his true ſub- 


Bantial goodneſs;and therefore,v.1 o.he adviſeth 
not to ſet our Heart on Riches, though they 


" increaſe, If the Word will not convince you, 


Q 4: let 
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let daily experience, and a wiſe obſervation, 
teach you this neceſſary truth. What great 
difference 1s there in the World ? moſt are 
hurrying and tumbling with the ſame care 
fear, hope and concernment, about little and 
great Eſtates; fome pleas'd in a little houſe 
made of dirt, and a few cattle and ſmall 


. grounds, another in a lofty houſe built of 


ſtone, great windows, rubb'd rooms and 
richer furniture, larger demeaſnes.; but their 
joys and ſorrows are much ablke ; the one 
eats and drinks and laughs at the other , only 
the one hath richer food, or more gaudy Ap- 


parel ; but as many wants and crofles. 1. 


could never yet perceive much difference 
between 20 /. pex Annum, Or an 100, Or 200, 
Or 500, or 10007. molt live up to or beyond 
their Eſtates, and fo are uneafie : They want 
ſomewhat more ; I except preſling want of 
neceſlaries, pain, debt and confinement, or 
melancholy, otherwiſe I know or ſee little 
difference in any Mens condition. One 
prond coy Dame is lifted up with her beauty, 
or dreſſings and trimmings,Gold and Jewels, 
though I would-put as good on an Aſs or a 
Poſt, and neither of them the better ; ano- 
ther proud of ker plainer Dreſs and homely 
Apparel ; one pleaſing her ſelf in a beautiful 
witty Child, another -in a fooliſh wanton 


- and 11]-bred Brat ; one boaſts of his Honour, 


and Parentage and his Horſes, @&c. ſaid an 
Heathen, Why, vain man, it's thy Horſes pro- 
portion, and ſtrength and ſwiftneſs, not thine ;, 


. - 
LL LL LE LS eas tot wit we : 
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boaſts of his wit, skill and inge- 


beaſtly attempts ; all full of folly and mad- 
neſs : Some in a higher degree, others in a 
lower. Children pride themſelves in their 
ſhining counters,and other little play-games ; 


ir | weary, and even fickat Heart, to hear ſome 
ne | boaſt of their own actions, their ſucceſs by 
ly | $2 and Land, their skill and increaſe in 
)- | Trade, and it may be moſt falſe, but yon 
1. muſt hear and admire, that they may un- 
e | dergo the like drudgery to hear your fitly tri- 
» | fling matters; moſt are weary of it in others, 
d |F but can't ſee it in themſelves : But were there 
t any great difference now, Death and the 
f Grave lay all level; then-it ſhall be as with 
: 


guity, 2 third of his lewdneſs, exceſſes and 


"theſe in their richer Ornaments, in a little, 
inerand yellow duſt,in greater baubles, and gj1yer anc 
are the greater fools. It would make you Gold. 
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the People, {ſo with the Prieſt, as with the /ſ: 24.1,2. 


Servant, ſo with the Maſter; here ſome 
difference and diſtance, but. then none ; as 


with the Maid, ſo with the Miſtreſs; the - 


one imperiouſly commands now, and it may 
be unreaſonably and fooliſhly, and the other 
muff heartily obey : But then alike ; the 
bc. :es lye alike in the Grave, as with the 
buyer, fo with the ſeller ; as with the bor- 
rower, fo with the lender ; the one pur- 
chaſeth and poſleſſes, the other poor and 
tarn'd out ; but then all alike. We ſee Men 
and Women hurrying and poſting one by 
another, ſome rich, others poor, ſome _ 
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others fooliſh, all haſtning to the Grave. 1 


am often thinking, whither are they going fo 
faſt, what are they doing? ſome in their 
ſhops are waiting for gain, others in the 
Taverns, Ale-houſes and Coffee-houſes, 


waſting away their precious time idly and 


 finfully ; ſome riding in pomp in their Coa- 
ches to the Grave with rich Attendants and 
Liveries, and others running on foot; and 
ſome crawling and creeping in pain and 
anguiſh ; ſome plodding miſchief , how to 
cheat, cozen and wrong others, and boaſt 
when they are too hard for them ; others 
ſtanding on their watch, and contriving how 
to eſcape them ; and. both in the mean while 
neglefting their Souls,and the-Devil robbing 
themof their beſt Treaſures ; ſome chiding, 
others flattering and diflembling ; ſome 
ſpending time, days and weeks, about Phy- 
{ick and watchfulneſs, fireand warm rooms, 
either about themſelves or their Children, if 
ſick or weak, or it may beonly fancies and 
groundleſs fears make themſelves and 
theirs very ſick: Others pulling down theſe 
weak tottering houſes that are falling of 
themſelves, and hard to ſupport them a 
little while ; and yet they 'pluck away the 
props, (I mean,moderate dyet and honeſt in- 
duſtry) nay, ſet it on fire with enflaming 11- 
quor, or drown it, or make the pillars rotten 
and moulder,by uncleanneſs and intemperate 
cating and drinking. Some ſpend their time 
in weeping and telling ſtories of ſuch a —_ 

| cad, 
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| lead, and ſuch croſſes and loſles, and ſuch 


mkindneſs of friends;anothers care and con- 
oament 1s, how. to live hereafter, and fear 
nd: thoughtfulneſs about the Children and 
family for the time to come, and all this 
while no fear of Hell, nor thought of, nor 
preparation for, Heaven. Some great Men, 
and proud, ſpend their time in Inxury, in 


commanding,  domineering and idleneſs, 


others in flattering, and admiring and ap- 
plauding, though inwardly hate them : Some 
live twenty years, others thirty, ſome forty, 
others threeſcore or fourſcore years, and for 
my part, when buryed, I know little that he 
of threeſcore or fourſcore years hath gotten, 
or can boaſt of, more than he that died at 


| twenty or ten years, only eat, and drink 
and ſleep a little longer, any farther than he 


lives more to God, dies to ſin, and prepares 
tor Death and Judgement. I know not, what 
we are the better for the laſt week and year, 
and if we live another, what will it amount 


to? only eat and drink, and ſleep 1t over 


again. 
I thank God, I write not this out of any 
diſcontent, or in the leaſt to ſlight; Gods 


' goodneſs and the mercies of this Life ; length 


of days 1s promis'd us, and 1s a mercy ; and 
I have liv'd as comfortably and plentifully as 
any Man under my circumſtances, far beyond 
what I could have at firſt .proposd and 
expected ; but I write it out'of a deep ſenſe 
that hath a long time lain on my Heart, - 

? tne 
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the vanity of this World, and the folly of 
my ſelf andall others;. and from great zeal... 
and indignation, that Heaven, Grace and |? 
Chriſt, ſhould be neglefted for theſe toy 
and trifles. For my part, tho' I had liy{ 
never fo well, would not deſire to live over || © 
my days again, eat and drink, and fleep az F 
much , any farther than I might do more 
good, pray more heartily, and bring more 
Glory to God. This I find the pretence of 
moſt, but it's a moſt horrible deluſion and 
cheat; they beg time for God and their 
Souls, but they glve it {till to the Denil, 
their Luſts and the World. A over the 
ſame fins, and neglect the ſame duties, or as 
triflingly perform them. 1 know not, what 
ſome promiſe themſelves more in this life, 
were there not a Heaven and Hell, and good 
work to be done here on Earth, and wereit 
Gods way, I ſhould not value it, if I dug mine 
own Grave and lye down it, and deſire ſome 
walking mortals to cover me over. O ! that 
ever thus pitiful, empty, troubleſome, trifling 
World, ſhould hinder Men ſo much in their }} | 
way to Heaven, and make them venture, yea, I 
and loſe their Souls for nought ? Will you 
refuſe to be diverted, or to be comforted, by 
any of theſe things, nor be affrighted or 
diſturb'd by the myſeries or threatnings of 


this World ? Paſs thorow this World to 


your home and reſt ; order all your matters 
with reſpect to Eternity. 
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*Direit. 6. Make uſe of the means,God hath 
pointed for your Self-preſervation and 
WE Alvation : [ could mention many; ile 


zame but three. 


1, The Word of God. 2. Praper. = Sola 


1. Go to the Word of God, try your 
ſelves by it, and hear and read what That 
wil fay ;, that is your Judge, as that doth 
mſtifie or condemn you, ſo ſhall you ſtand or 
fall at the great day. Now that tells you 
plainly, foul ſinners ſhall to Hell, and ſuch 

enitent humble broken Souls ſhall come to 
keaven. You have no Book elſe that ſpeaks of 


| fach great and good things ; you need not 
Alcend into Heaven, nor Deſcend into Hell, z,n.1o.6, 
the Word is nigh thee, even in thy Heart and 7, 8. 


Mouth, the Word of Faith which we Preach; 
if.confeſs with Mouth and Heart, thou ſhalt 
be fav'd. What plainer than Rom. 2. 7, 8, fc. 


'There is no reſpe&t of Perſons with God, 


but the, wicked mult periſh, whether Jew or 
Gentile, and the Righteous muſt, ſhall, be 
favd. Now Men flatter and will ſpeak fair 
to your faces, this is eſpecially the danger of 
great Men, high and wiſe Men. An Hea- 
en could fay,that a great Mans Son learn'd 


nothing well but to ride the great Horſe ; 


for that knows no difference between Maſter 
and Man, and will caſt him, if he looks not 
bop | to 
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. to himſelf: But let him be what he plea | 

Pſal. 49. otherwiſe, others will praiſe him to his face,$' 
laſt and all fear tooffend him. Now the Wordfſ* 
ſays, that God will cut off all evil doers, l«Þ} | 
] 

| 

| 


mae, » 


them be who they w1ill, ſay to the Righteous 1 
it ſhall be well ; woe tothe wicked, hemutÞ} | 
periſh as his own dung, let him be Lordorf 
Beggar,, Prince or Peaſant. This Word}: 
tells them, that the Kings of the Earth, and 
the great Men and the rich Men, *and the 
mighty Men, and every bond Man and every þ 
Rev.g. 15, free Man, hide themſelves in dens and rocks, I / 
16, 17- andcantſtand in the day ofGods wrath: This 
calls the wicked rich Man, Fool, that would 
not be born irom others, but call for a ſtab. 
This tells you plainly, what 1s fin,. and that Þ 
God regards you not, if you regard iniquity, 
though in your Heart, This tells you, that I} 
God will not bear with the wilful neglect of Y 
any one known duty ; others, pretending 
friends, ſay, eaſe your ſelves, ſpare your 
 Telves; but this ſaith, you mnt ſtnve, and 
fight and wreſtle, and ſpend your ſelves and 
he ſpent, and give all diligence, and pray 
:ndefnen- EVermore, and pray without ceaſing. Your I 
rer. wicked Hearts and others tells you, theres 
no need of much a-do about-Heaven, a little 
w1ll ſerve turn ; but much labour and care is | 
requiſite for Earth ; but the Word'tells you, 
that you need not he ſo careful for too 
morow,that you may uſe things indifferently, 
read diligently, and walk circumſpectly to 
Je. 8. 20, the Law and to the teſtimonies, af | 
eart 


fury Y | 
"Heart and others ſpeak not according to this 
/Word, it's becauſe there is no Light in them. 
This ſhews you Death and Life, Bleſſing and 
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Curling, Good and Evil ; and this gives plain 


-marks : Search the Word diligently , and 
\ bring your Hearts and Lives to this Touch- 
ſtone; prove every thought, word and 
work. 


Other Glaſſes are falſe, this is a true 
Glaſs, will ſhew you your real face and com- 


plexion, this will fhew the ſpots and defor- 
mities of the greateſt, the proudeſt. 


Did 
your curious proud Ladies look more in this 


Glaſs, and leſs in other Glaſles, this might 


humble:them;whereas,the other puff them up. 
I do-not now perſuade you, only to read the 


'Word diligently and daily, but ſearch into it 
' 35 Into a rich Treaſure, and labour to make 


It your own ; believe the promiſes, and ſuck 


. the ſweetneſs of them ; obey the commands, 
d- the work, till you find the goodneſs and 


AatisfaCtion of the bleſſed Laws of God. As 
David, Pſal. 119. till you cry out ſenlibly and 
experimentally,0, how 1 love thy Law,and thy 
prre, therefore thy ſervant loveth 
it! | 
- 2. Go to God in Prayer much ; cry migh- 


tily to him.,, who alone can fave,. and 1s 
willing and ready. How much were Gods 


people ever addicted to this duty ? and the 
truth is, you will certainly periſh without 
it. 1t's the breath of the Soul to God ; as 


"the Man can't live naturally without brea- 
| thing, no- more can a Chriſtian ſpiritually 


without 
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without praying. But then I muſt intreat 
you, as you love your Souls, that you ſee tg 
it, that you pray indeed ; there is much 
goes for praying amonglt us, that will appear 
but howling, but mockery, but abomina- 


tion at laſt; beg of God, that he would 


open your eyes, undecelve your Souls, and 
ſet you in the right way : You will certainly 
miſtake, and miſcarry, unleſs he lead and 
guide you in the right way ; and this you 
muſt beg every day, as one periſhing, ſinking 
and undone: Say, Lord, 1 ſhall periſh with- 
out hope or help, unleſs thou ſtretch out and 
| make bare thy ſaving arm; pray in ſecret, 
poure out your Souls, your complaints, you 
tears, your earneſt requeſts, nay, ſeek, yea, 
if that will not do, knock by earneſt; Prayer : 
Say, Lord, what ſhall I do? theſe luſts, theſe 
temptations, theſe Sons, of Zerviah are tag 
hard for me. I am convinc'd of my folly and 
neglects, often ſorry for them, reſolve and 
promiſe, but all weares off again z I know 
not what to do, but my Eyes and Heart are 
up to thee ; I want ſpiritual Wiſdom}I ask it 


£m. 1. «Of thee, or I ſhall be miſerably aud eternally 


befool'd ; I have but little time more to ask 
it; in Hell tears or cries will not avail nor 
prevail. If you can't pray, ſay, Lord, poure 


out upon me a Spirit of prayer and ſuppli- - 


cation, the preparation of- the Heart to pray, 
as well as the anſwer,is from thee: Thy Spirit 
can teach me, can help mine infirmittes; 


thou haſt ſaid, as ſure and as freely as earthly. 
Parents 
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cat | will give to their periſhing hungry Children, 
to | bread and not ſtones, fiſh and not ſerpents ; 
ch | & certainly and more readily,wilt thou give 


wo them that ask it. Lord, teach me to pray 
2a- | for Mercy, and then graciouſly *give it. 
11d | Why may not my tongue pray unto thee, and 
nd F} praiſe thee as well as others? Why may not 
ly F my Heart breathe after thee, love and delight 
nd | inthee,as well as others ? Haſt thon but one 
ou | Blefſing ? bleſs me, even me alſo, may I 
ng | ſay, © my Father. Shall others have bread, 

| and I the husks, aſhes, poyſon ? let me have 
nd | fomewhat, though but crumbs; one crumb 
&t, | of this ſpiritual Heavenly Mercy is more 
ur F worth than all the fat Feaſts of the.wicked. 
a | Muſt I be loft and roar in He!l, and my bo- 
r: F ſome friend, my good neighbour, trinmph 
& | in Glory ? May not1 pray in my Family alſo, 
0 | read the Word with delight and comfort, 
1d BF fd healing for my wounds, and refreſhment 
1d F for my hungry pertſhing Soul ? Lord, Lnow 
Wi beg it as earneſtly, as if I were preſently 
re F dying and appearing before thee. I am 
f }' forry I havetriil'd ſo'long, now I am willing, 
ly | tam refolv'd, to be wholly thine, always 


Kk | thine. ' 
v1 : 
e F '3. Go to Chriſt for help and deliverance ; 


l- | he came to ſeek and to fave that which was 
loſt and undone, dead and periſhing eter- 
nally : He [loſt himſelf to ſave you, dizd 
himſelf, that you might live. . Now you 


R. Pardon, 


Þ muft come to Chriſt not only for comfort and 
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ardon, and joy in being ſafe and ſound ; but | 
or Grace and Wiſdom, and Strength to be | 


\ 


made ſound and whole. ' It's he is made 


Wiſdom to us, that we may not live and die Þ 


fools, and he is made ſanCtification as well ag 
righteouſneſs. Chriſt calls yon to. come, 
though miſerable, and loſt and ſinking ; nay, 
becauſe you are ſo, the fitter to come in to 
his arms of Mercy: He is able to ſave thee 
to the uttermoſt ; you have heard, you can 


deſtroy.your ſelves, but can't fave your ſelves; | 


you can wound, but Chriſt alone can heal 
thoſe deep ghaſtly wounds that fin hath made; 
he was made a curſe for us, that we might 
be bleſſed. Chriſt 1s net prizd, ſtudied, 
believ'd, glorified in, as he deſeryes-; How 
few, as the Apoſtle , deſire to - glory 
in nothing elſe, and account all elſe , but 
dung and droſs ? When we have done all, 
and followed the former direCtions to 
our beſt $kill and utmoſt power, we 
muſt throw our ſelves upon Jeſs Chriſt, or 
we ſhall periſh. The Apoſtle, ſo good a Man, 
found himſelf utterly loſt, Rom. 7. 24.and 
therefore v. 25. thanks God for e/#s Chriſt ; 
let others boaſt of their works, glory in their 
merits ; when I conſider, how little good I 
do, and how much evil 1 fall into daily, 1 
"need a Chriſt. How many ſinful vain thoughts 
in a day, to any ſerious Heavenly Medita- 
tions? How many idle unneceſſary words to 
d little ſerious Heavenly diſconrſe? How little 

good I doin a day to what I might, and that 
* = | 
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ut | do with fo little delight?. and on the other 
be | hand; when I conſider how great Chriſts 
de F Jove was, how large Gods bounty is; how 
lie Þ glorions and great Heaven will be ; 1 muſt 
as | ntterly deſpair, were it not for Jeſus Chriſt, 
1c, | my dear Saviour; all my Life, every breath 
y, | of it,- is by him, who loved me and gave him- 
to | ſelf for me. Some truſt in Chariots and ſome 
ee © in Horſes, ſome in-their Zeal, others in their 
an Þ Strength;ſome in their Charity, ſome in their 
'S; | PFicty and Devotion ; but we will remember 
al Þ the name and merits of Chriſt our Saviour ; 
le; & when they are brought down and fallen, we 
bt FF may riſe and ſtand upright. 


} Þ the danger and difficulty, were it much more, 
ut | yo# were better ſtrive again#t it than be damnn'd ; 
ll, IN bur for your great encouragement, the way is eaſie, 
to I the work, pleaſant. 

ve | | God condeſcends wonderfully, to fave 
or | the loweſt, the meaneſt: Were there ſuch a 
n, N Proclamation, as //a. 55. 1; 2. in a Fair or 
d | Market, what thronging would there he, 
'3 | come without Mony and without Price ? 
ir Þ There are many rich and neceſſary things 
| F in Fairs and Shops, but the poor go not thi- 
| F ther, becauſe they have not Mony to buy ; 


ts | but were ail free for fetching and asking, 


- | what running, ſtriving and thronging would 
0 |} there be? Why ſhould you be difconraged ? 
le |} have there not as greatand vile finners as you, 


it | been fay'd ? What was Marnaſſes ? he was an 


| R 2 Idlater, 


w | _ Dire&t. 7. Be not aiſconrasg'd becauſe of 


FOO 
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2 Chr. 33. Idolater, he made Judah and Jeruſalem worſe 
2, 3,4,&C- than the Heathen ; yet when he was in aflicti- 
v. 12, 1.3-0n, he prayed and was humbl'd, and the 


Lord pitied him. . What was ary Magdalen 
and many others ? beſides, what mean and 


inconſiderable perſons were ſav'd by Chriſt ?. 


the poor Woman of Caanar, the Woman of 


Samaria, the Publican, the blind beggar by 


the ways ſide; and in theſe, what was emi- 
nent or remarkable to commend them to 
God, but their miſery and want, and a deep 


ſenſe of it,and highly prizing their ſalvation. 
Would you not account it an unſpeakable I 


mercy, if God would pity and heal, kelp 


and ſave you? What is there more to . 


commend us to Gods pity and Grace ? What 
was there in the poor Widows Mite, but gi- 
ving up her All with good will and delight. 
A cupof cold water given in ſincerity ; the 


Luk.7.laft, POOT Womans'pains and teares, and kiſſes of 


the feet, as coming from the Heart and 
great love , how precious to Chriſt, how 
kindly obſery'd and rcckon'd up, as great? 
alas! whar is it to ſuch a Chrilt, 'that laid 
down his Life, pour'd ont his Blood, his 
Sonl,in love to ſave her ? Be not diſcourag'd, 
God will enable yon, Chriſt will aſſiſt you, 
the Spirit will ſtrengthen, teach and guide 
you, 1f youare willing to be fay'd, God will 
meet you, as the Father the Prodigal, and he 
will cloath you, and feed you and fave 
you; all is ready for your Life and Salya- 

tion.. The Father doth not ſay, ſtand off, 
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Son.,, keep without door, I will firſt try 


your obedience, firff humble you, you muſt 
be more ſham'd and confounded, the ſmell of 
| the Swine and Husks 1s yet upon you ; no, 
immediately in his arms, kiſs'd him, calls 
- | for-the Robe, the Ring, the- fatted Calf; 


who would not come to {uch a Heavenly Fa- 
ther to be ſav'd? he will entertain you fo 


| readily, ſo richly, ſo lovingly; and his 
' work 1s eaſie and pleaſant, it's but to love, 


fear and honour him, and you love your ſelves 
and fave your own Souls. - You love Life, 
and Light and Salvation, and unſpeakable 


| Happingſs. The work may be done with 


- 


great eaſe and delight ; come, taſte and ſee, 


come and ery it's your diſtance, your 19- 
norance, your prejudice, that makes it ſeem 


hard and troubleſome ; experience will con- 


' vince you of your miſtake. Said one, I 


loy'd thee late, Lord, the greater is my in, 
and 'the' more my grief. Want of a ſerions 
Heavenly Spirit makes Gods work heavy and 


tireſome. - Once pray with earneſtneſs, and 


hope, and deſire and love, and then 'twill be 
ſweet and blefled work. *Twas loye made 
David ſay, one day in thy Courts 1s better 
than a Thouſand elſewhere; many are ready 


'to fay,one day inthe World is better than a 


thouſand in-Gods Work. JD1d you know the 


© bleſſings and comforts of theſe Heavenly 


frames, Matth..5. 2 to 1 1. the ſweet of a poor 
Spirit, of a meek ſoft Heart, of a pure 
Heart, of being merciful ; how would you 

3 Prize 
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prize them above pride aud paſſion, and 
cruelty and diſcontent ? obſerve 


1. That all theſe Bleſſings are ſpiritual ; 
not. bleſſed are theRich, or the Wiſe, or the FÞ 


Mighty , but the Poor, the Meek , the 
Mourners. | 


2. That all the promiſes made to them 
are ſpiritual alſo ; not yours 1s the Glory of 


the World, but yours is the Kingdom of Hea- - 


ven ; not Bleſſed, they ſhall have riches and 
pleaſures, but they ſhall ſee God, 


3. That theſe qualifications are low and 
condeſcending,take in the meaneſt and loweſt 
Chriſtian, that is ſincere. 


It is not, Bleſſed are the rich and ſtrong in 
Grace, but the | rs in ſpirit, ſuch as are mi- 
ſcrably poor andempty, and needy and low, 
and vile in their own eyes, that want all 
Grace, and come ſo to Chriſt. Rev. 3. 17, 18. 


It is not,Bleſſed are they only,that rejoyce 


in ways of righteouſneſs, and; have great 
comfort and peace in believing ; but Bleſſed 
are they, that mourn for fin, and weep that 
they can do no more, no better, that bewail 
their deadneſs and unprofitableneſs. _ 

Not only, Bleſſed are the high-bearing, 
courageous ,, . bold Chriſtians; bur Bleſſed 
zrc the meek, ſoft, quiet ſpirits, that are 
meek under Gods chaſtiſement , _oon 

. an 
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Word, and are mild and pgentle towards 
Men. | 


. Not only,Bleſſed are the full and thoſe that 
& taft marrow and fatneſs, and ſweetneſs in 
'F" Duties and Gods Ordinances ; that have large 


incomes of Grace and Comfort, but allo, 
Bleſſed are the hungry and thirſty ; that are 
needy, pinching and wanting, and crave and 
cry after food and refreſhment ; and this 
takes in any Babes in Chriſts Family. 

Not only,Bleſſed are thoſe that can give and 
do great things to and for- us, but,Bleſſed are 


thoſe that areof a tender merciful ſpirit, full 


of bowels;and compaſllion and kindneſs. Thus, 


many ſhall be rewardedat the laſt for feeding ,,,,,. 2c. 
the hungry, clothing the naked, that were ja, 
| fedand clothed by others, becauſe they had 


an Heart to do it, had it been in their power. 
. Not, Bleſſed only are thoſe that are pure 
and unblameable in their Lives, but, Bleſſed if 
pure in Heart, that deſire purity from the 
yery bottom of their Hearts. | 
; Not only, Bleſſed are thoſe that live peace- 
ably with all Men ; *that 1s not poſlible, but, 
Bleſſed, if deſire and attempt it, and are 
willing to be peace-makers; are of peace- 
able, quiet, ſpirits, and are willing others 
ſhould be ſo to. 

Not only, Bleſſed are thoſe that are eminent 
in ſervice, and do much good for God in 
their places ; but, Bleſſed alfo are they, that 


. can ſuffer patiently and comfortably for righ- 


teonineſs ſake. As the good Woman ſaid, 
R 4 though 
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'* though ſhe could not diſpute for Chriſt; ſhe | 
could Ge for Chriſt. 1 know not, but God 

may, graciouſly accept,,.and publickly own 

ſoine at laſt, in willingly ſuffering far Chriſts, | 

2Tin. 2. ſake and the. Goſpel, that never did much || ; 
12. more hefore far God, it. may be againſt him. | - 
Ch. 3.12. To ſuffer is a great gift, as well as to believe;; || © 
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4. Fiow Bleſſed the Man, that 1s good and. 
really lav'd ; there is a Bleſling for evexy qua- 
lification, Grace and Duty ; Bleſſed:as, hum- 
ble, . as merciful; Bleſled praying ,.-and 
Bl:{ſed - believing z, and with what delight 
does Chriſt make ſneh happy. that: ſo pro- 
NOuncesit at every Grace ft. 36! 


5- God and Chriſt know whom they bleſs; 
do not. caſt them forth at randome; he Bleſſeth 
none, jk ſuch as are capable of receiving 
thoſe Bleſſings. 2 OY 


6. Then they muſt be Curſed that are con- 
trary.z, then Gurſed are. the prong in ſpirit, 
Curſed they, that laugh atand in fin,” ',, _ 


_ 7. Curſed they,that.are cruel, they ſhall not 
obtain'Mercy,, that ſhew'd judgement, with- 
out Mercy. | 
Curſed are the filthy and unclean in Heart, 
they ſhall not ſee God. "WM 
Curſed are they, that are full and loath the 
Hony=comb,and ſlight the Fealt of fat things ; 
they ſhall hunger and thirſt in pain,and gri- * 
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| ping to al Eternity, -and not taſt of thoſe 

xich'things, notihavea crumb or drop... 

mn | _ Curfed are the brawlers and fire-brands, 

ts. | and makebates, they ſhall he called the Chil- 

ch | dretr of the Devil. 

mn. | _:Cmiſed be they that leave Chriſt; and will 

'e:; | not ſuffer but ſin, for theirs is Hell ;they may 
.; | weep and roar, for great is their wrath and 

d, | miſery. in Hell. | | 


- |. 8. Gods Bleſſings on the Soul are real, ſure 
d | andrefreſhing; it is not,they may be Bleſſed, 
it; but they. ſhall be comforted, they ſhall ſee 
= God, they ſhall obtain Mercy ; it is not only 

be ye warmed, and cloth'd and filFd, but they 
ſhall be filVd, they ſhall find and feel it. 


'r.9. How different Gods Bleſlings are from 
the Worlds: Bleſſings; they ſay, Bleſſed are 
he rich;i and they that are high, proud and 

ut, and they that arefull;. and: they that 
are freed from ſufferings ; they areready to 
| ſay,God Bleſs us.from theſe kind of Bleſlings, 
but God knows beſt, what is really'good and 
what not. / | 


he} — x: a 


Io. The loweſt, the meaneſt, the pooreſt 
condition, nor the greateſt ſufferings, can 
make one really good ; and thns bleſt by God, 
yet miſerable and wretched. 


On the: whole you may {ce, that it's not 
lo difficult a work to be truly good and eter- 
= nally 
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nally fay'd ; be not diſcouragd, and think 
It impoſſible. You may-obtain theſe -Mer- 


/ cies, -that 'can't get: Riches and Honours ; 


here i 1s-no diſtinion- as to perſons, ſervants, 
and poor, 2nd ſick, and weak, may be thus 
Bleſſed, as well as the hj gh, rich and mighty, 


Dire&. 8.- Be ſare to labour and ſtrive, 
ſearch and pray, till you find you are. in a hopeful 
way of Salvation. 

Give all diligence to make your. Cal- 
ling and Election ſure ; leave it not-at un- 
certainties : You fee and hear, it's your ma- 
king or marring toall Eternity : z 1t's for your 
Lite. Reſt .not on vain hopes, bare wiſhes 
and fruitleſs deſires, that it may be ſo; Give 
no ſleep_to your eyes, nor {lumber to your 
eye-lids-; 1 mean, pleaſe not. your ſelves in 


meat, drink, ſleepand clothing, till you can 


comfortably, and upon. good grounds; hope, 
that you are in the ſtrait way to Glory. It's 


. true, I have a Houſe, a Bed, Friends,Grounds, 


Cattle and Mony ; but: have I a. Chriſt, a 
Pardon, and a good Conſcience ? This Houſe 


will ſhortly caſt .me out; have 1 a Houſe not 


made with hands Eternal in the Heavens ? 
I have now Bread for to day and tomorrow, 
but what Proviſion have I for five hundred, 
for five thouſand years hence ? ' How' canl 
be fatisfied and. merry, and know -not whe- 
ther one ſin be yet pardon'd, one duty ac- 
cepted ? whether I am a Child of God or the 
Devil ? whether I ſhall be ſay'd or m_ d 
or 


whether he ſhall be Sau d oy Loſs. 


o for ever? I am now eating, and talking and 
| at eaſe, I know not but to morrow, or next 


week, or next year, I may be trembling be- 


| fore Gods Tribunals, I may hear that word 
| from an angry God,depart, thou curſed, into 


everlaſting Burnings, and I may be roaring 


"in Hell, paſt hopes of Mercy. What Eyi- 


dences have Iof my ſincerity ? what Marks 


of Hypocriſie, and of a firebrand of Hell? 


Did I ever ſearch to purpoſe, and bring it to 


4 trial ? why ſhonld I notnow doit? Iam 
yet alive, yet there is hopes. O |! ſearch to 


purpoſe , make it your buſineſs, examine, 


Jo 


2FT 


prove, try,whether Chriſt be in you, or whe- 2 Cor. 13, 
ther you are reprobates, or caſt aways. 


252 


__ ufe1IL 


Pſa]. 119. 
6, 


Every Mans grand Intereſt and Enqui ry 6 
CHAP. XI. 
EXAMINATION. 


It may be expetted, and ſeem very neceſſary, 
that T ſhonld now deſcribe, who are like 
to be Savd, and whoare like to be Loſt ; 
butl would not exceed the hounds of. this 
Treatiſe, .that I intended to be little ; 

- beſides, you. may try by, all the fore- 
mentioned 'DireCftions ;. however LI fhall 
add theſe two. = Hz 


1. Such a one that is undeceiv'd and like to be 
fav'd, is willing to do any thing that Self may be 
fav'd. 

2. Such a one will loſe all elſe, and ſuffer any 
thing, rather than his Soul, himſelf, ſhould be 


loft. 


1. QUch a one is wholly and continually at 
Gods. Command, willing to do any 
thing that, God requires, and in the beff 
manner, that it may be acceptable and well- 
pleaſing ; then ſhall I not be aſham'd, when 1 
have reſpeCt (though not able to do all) to all 
thy Commandments. He quarrels not with 
Gods Laws, . but likes and loves them. David 
is an eminent inffkance,enough is ſaid in that 
i119 P/a;, they feek him:with the whole 
Heart, they do no iniquity ; they not = 
tal 
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"talk of, or ſtep into them, but walk in thy 
ways; I will praiſe with uprightneſs of 


Heart, take heed ta the Word, hide the 


| Word in the Heart, rejoyce in It as much as 
in all Riches ; meditate and have reſpeCt,and 


delight my ſelf, and not forget, my Sonl 
hreaketh for longing ; indeed, every Verſe of 
the P/alm almoſt gives a diſtin charaCtter of 


a good man. A man that is getting Gold, and 


Honour and Health, is pleas'd-in his labours 
and endeavours. Such a Soul begrudges no 
pains, no tne, no coſt; thinks all too little, 


Jo as he may be fſav'd at laſt, The hypocrite 


and wicked man quarrels and is diſcourag'd, 
and thinks all too much. He ſays, what a 


- wearineſs, and what profit? Trueenough, 


_ —_— 


God commands ir, but becauſe he delights remus ſex- * 


his ſervices and prayers are of' no advantage. 

When will the Sabbath be over ? the other 

ſays, How amiable thy Tabernacles? my Soul ?ſat. 84. 
longs to go one day there, better than all 

the ſix about the Wgrld : When ſhall I come ?/. 42. 
and appear ? this is a dry and thirſty wilder- Þc8- 
neſs, no waters for my Soul ; my Son! thirſt- #2. 63. 
eth for God, the living God. "Thy loving Þes- 
kindneſs 1s better than Life ; it's never hetter 

with me, than when waiting at thy Houſe. 7rov.9.34- 


How willing is ſach a Soul to be praying, and 35, 36- 


praiſing and doing good ? not only becauſe Eth habe- 


in it, and finds it really good and refreſhing; Jy” 
and his deſires are tar beyond his works, he ET | 
wiſhes 'twere mnch more and better. Chriſts jugo Chri- 
yoke is eaſre and his burden lizht, It's my fti. 

| wicked 
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wicked Heart and corrupt fleſh, that makes 
it ſometime gretvous and heavy : 3 but loye 
x Fok.s, 3. makes 1t pleaſant. | 
| 2. Such a Soul is willing'to loſe all elſe, 

to ſuffer any thing rather than loſe himſelf, 

Values not reproaches,ſcorns troubles, perſe- 

cntions. This made Chriſtians kiſs the 

ftake, and ſay, welcome the Croſs of Chriſt, 
welcome the Crown ; this. made Pail and 

Silas ſing in the ſtocks in the dungeon, when 

whipt and wounded, rejoyce and Slory, glad 

that they were counted wortlf to ſuffer : 

Not count their Lives dear, ſo as they might 

ſave their Souls. This made Abraham: do 

and ſuffer in readineſs to offer np his 1/aac, 

Gen, 22, 1.to 10. How much might he have 
 Pleaded againſt this ſevere command and 

| trial? Take thy Son and kill him. 

Lord, not oe Child, rather let me offer 
thouſands of Rams than my firſt-bqzn ; had 
it been a ſtranger, a ſervant, but a Child 
that I ſhould love arf delight in; pre- 
ſerve from others deſtroying ; let me feed 

him, keep him warm; if he be hurt or 
wounded, 1 can't bear it. 

But if he muſt ſuffer, let him lye in Priſon 
or a Dungeon, let him be fed with bread 
and water ; not let him die, let him be 
baniſht into another Country ; let him, if he 
muſt ſuffer, have a finger, an arm orleg 
cut off; not cut him off wholly. 

But, "Lord, what is his fault? what hurt 
hath he done ? what is his or mine offence ? 
not one word of all this. le 


'y 
es 
Ve 


: ... . whether he ſhall be Sav'd or Loft. 
-,, Heis my Son, my 1/aac, the Child of the 
-promiſe, I waited many. years for him ; thou 
| didit promiſe a numerous poſterity; how 
- ſhall my Seed be as the Sand and the Stars,and 
- here is but one, and that mult he cut off ? 1h- 
-mael 1s turn d out of door already. 


| Lord, were it a 50n I hated, one that was 


not. deſirable, but take thy Son whom thou 


-loveſt, that is the delight of thine eyes and 
joy of thy Heart. One that never offended 
me, was always obedient, loving and 


_ traQtable. | 


-. Get thee into the land of Moriah; Lord, it's 
three days Journy, how can I bear the 


$ thoughts of it ſolong, and take the dear Sa- 
crifice with me, and ſee his face in the way 
' that I muſt kill there, and offer him up for a 


Burnt-Offering ? Lord, how can I burnmy 
Child to aſhes, my nature ſhrinks at the 
thought. 

Upor one of the Monntains that I ſhall tell thee 


of ;, <4braham muſt not know where, till he 


come ; God may lead him, whither he pleafe. 
_ And Abraham roſe early ; What ſpeed was 
here? there is no excuſe made for delay,none 


- for wantof wood ; helahbours with his own 


hands, and cleaves it himſelf ; when others 
would have made their want of 1t a prerence 
for forbearance, No, Avraham would have 


nothing wanting to hinder him in obeying 


Gods Call and Command. 
Then Abraham on the third day ſaw the place ; 


| and how then, did not his Heart fail him ? | 


No, 


verſe 3. 


verſe 4. 


a: 


verſe 2. 


verſe 6. 


verſe g. 


verſe 1 o. 
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. No, He ftops the young Men there, why, 


Abraham, let them go with thee, ' they may 


hold thy hands and fave thy Child. No, 
Abrabam had rather truſt himſelf with God 
alone, and in his hands, than with any, all 
others; neyer told the young Men, what was 
to be done. 

Abraham took, the wood, and laid it upon 
Tſaac his Son; how could he lay it 'on the 
iweet and tender Child ? nay, he carry the 
knite too, that muſt kill andrip him open; 
and he took the fire in his hand and a knife, 
being refolv'd nothing ſhould be wanting : 
Did not his hand ſhake and tremble ? 

And they came to theplace : Ohthe power 
of faith and patience, love and ſubmillion ! 
Abraham goes on, makes no ſtop, they went 
together ; builds an Altar, lays the wood on, 
and then binds his Son T/aac, and laid him on 
the Altar, bound hand and foot. 

AHnd Abraham ſtretched forth his hand, and . 
took, the knife to ſlay bis Son: What Father 
would not have ſhrunk back, and choſe ra- 


ther to die himſelf, than give the ſtroke? | 


But Abraham knew, 46 was the Lord that took - 
care of him all his days, and would do him 
and his 7/azc no hurt; he would truſt God 
in every thing : He reſted on Gods Wiſdom 
and goodneſs. God gave him Zſaac, and 
he might command him away again ; beſides, 
he was a ſervant and muſt obey,he muſt do his 
work, and Ict God alone with #is work ; God 
gave hisdearSon for me.and I give all to him. 

| Jſaacs 


1» "whether he ſpall be Sav'd or Loft. - 3% 


\ 1ſaac's ſubmiſſion was as remarkable; 4bra- 


| heavy tydings, a dreadful meſlage, that the 


ham had Gods word for it, 1ſaac only, Ae- 


| .ban?3, hisEarthly Fathers word. 
> T/aac might have ' pleaded, 'twas but a 


dream, a fancy, a deluſion ; this is Murder, 
and of the higheſt nature; this is againſt 


Gods peremptory command, againſt Nature. 
Beſides, Abrahams leaving his Family-and 
the: Servants behind. him, he might look 
upon {It more as a deſign to cut him'off. 


Withal, Abraham was only to offer, good 
Iſaac” was to die, bear the pain, and ſuffer 
the knife and burning ; but not a word of 


-all this... Ir's to me a type and emblem of 
| God, offcring vp his Son, and 'Chriſts rea- 
-dineſs to ſuffer or die. | 


How well was it for Abraham,thus to ſub- 
mit and ſuffer ? he ſav'd himſelf and Chyd : v- 14, 15 


God kindly accepts his love, ſelf-denial and *9 25 


good-will ; and wonderfully rewards him. 
I could give you many ſuch inſtances,Gods 
people are deſcrib'd by their ſelf-reſignation, 


and ſubmiſſion to the w1ll of God. 


Good old El; ſaid, it 4s the Lord, let him x £49. ; 
do what. ſeemerth him good; and yet it was laft. 
iniquity of his Houſe ſhould nor be purg'd ©* £5 75 
with Sacrifice for ever. 

Aaron held his peace, when: two Sons zey. 10. 
ſtrook dead : David dumb and filent, becauſe 1, 2, 3: 


God didit. Hezckiah ſaid, good 1s the word 
| of the Lord. Job bleſſeth God taking as well 


as giving, and yet his ſtroak was dreadful 
$ and 
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and manifold. Though Job loſt all, be kept 


his integrity. 


They in the 10#h. of the Hebrews, 32,0, 
endured a great fight of affliftions, were | 
made-a/gazing ſtock,accompany:thole fo us'd; |} 
took: joyfully the ſpoiling. of | their goods; 
V. 33. 34. that: they might have an enduring 
ſubſtance; therefore the Apoſtle gives the 
fame advice and cantiovn, not tor calf away 
their  confidefice; v. 35. need patience to 
wait till hereafter; v. 36. ſomeare in haſt: 
Now the juſt live, by Faith, when-nothing 
elſe, to..live upon; and others draw: back, 


- but theſe believe andſuffer to the ſaving of. 
the Soul. Thus, the Martyrs, in the 1 1. 


of the Hebrews; how much do they deny 
themſelves, do. and ſuffer any thing, that 
they might be ſay'd ? | 
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| The CONCLUSION, 

ag Ws 2-52 

he \*F' Pon the whole, you cannot doubt of the 
Y FL OE cctainty of this-happineſs; ali your 


to | We and work is to ſee that you are Children, 
t: and eſpous'd to Chriſt, and you ficed nor 
$ (| Wibt oof this ſalvation. But after all that 
k, | Wh beet written to perſuade you, unleſs 
ot. | God open your Eyes, change. your Hearts, 
h, #d undeceive you, you will follow your own 
y I fhin imaginations, and be undone; there- 
it |} te! and you too mult torn to God in prayer, 
add edrneltly beg his blefſing and aſliſtence, 
and all will be well. The Lord make it . 
fectual to ſome Souls, and why ſhould not 
you thar are reading it, ſay, Lord, lt it be 
ſo to my Soul, that I may not periſh to . all 
Eternity. - 

And above all, look to it, and be ſure that 
pou are really good, found at Heart, and 
'fach -as ntay_be receiv'd to Glory. Though 
z Man is not ſo mach concern'd and thought- 
ful, whether a ſhilling he takes be braſs, yet 

Is he careful that his Writings be right, and 
| bis Title to his Eſtate 5000, and his Life, 
when in dafiger, be ſavd. A Man puts. all 
his Children and Servants out of the room, 
that he may not be diſturb'd , when _ 
| 9 2 1s 
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his Writings and great ſettlements ; lay aſide || - 
all other matters and buſineſs, when this 
great work is in hand; and be not ſatisfied nor 
uiet, till you can truly fay, Lord , thoy 
that knoweſlt all things, -knoweſt thar | love 
thee, and you rejoycein hope of the Glory || * 
to come : God hath done and ſaid much, to} . 


ſecyre this happineſs for and to you ;-and 


ſhould not you make it the ſolemn and whoſe 
buſineſs of your Lives, to ſecure this to your 
own Souls? | 

To ſhut up the whole, I may ſt before 
you many things of great concernment, that 
may be worthy your ſerious conſideration 
and meditation, but ſhould 1 reduce them 
to ſo many Topicks,the Book would increaſe 
upon me too muchr I ſhallonly addreſs my |. 
ſelf to all ſorts of perſons, and ſpeak of 
many things uſefnl,, though of a different 
Nature, that ſome one thing or other may 
reach all perſons of different. conſtitutions 


- and perſuaſions. 


Jere13423, 


I could write much unto you,young ones 
and Children, and earneſtly beg you, young 
Men and Women,to be wiſe in your young 
and tender years, to prevent this dreadful 
deceit and deſtruction. I have often deſpair d 
of dealing with the Aged, the old weather-_ 
beaten ſinner ; Can an Ethiopian change his 
kin, or the Leopard his ſpots, then may ye aiſ0 
do good, which are accuſioined to do evil. It 
ſeems heartleſs (but that God commands us 
to call upon all, )to ſpeak to an hardn'd, un- 
| | | pegitent, 
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'to. perſuade him in the'evening of .his days, 


to.turn about and begin quite a new courſe. 


| Therefore in all my Miniſtry, my Heart was. 
much carried-' out, and my bowels yearn'd 


towards young and tender ones, hoping ſome 


:good might be done amongſt them. You are 
now 1n your tender years, - more pliable and 


yielding, more ready to hear ; fin hath not 


.made ſuch a deep impreſſion, nor had ſuch a 


long poſleſſion;yon have not ſo many wounds, 
bruiſes, and falls to be recover'd ; you have 


not ſinn'd againſt ſo much light, refus'd ſo 
"many calls, as elder perſons ; God expects 


your younger years, and you muſt give an 


account for theſe years, and the works and 
- words thereof. Rejoyce, O young Man, and ze, 
be merry, but- know thou, that for thele g. 
things, God will bring thee into judgement ; 


therefore, remove ſorrow, and prevent mi- 


ery. Now is the acceptable time to the 
Lord, he delights in the firſt fruits, the 


young Pidgeons, and the young Lambs, he 


remembers the kindneſs of the youth. Uſu- 
ally ſuch as begin betimes, are more eminent 


for grace and comforts than others. "Thoſe 


'that are bred up to work and acalling from 
{ their infancy, lay up in ſtore for old age ; 
_ It's hard to be bound Apprentice at thirty, or 


forty, or fifty years old -whereas, train'd up 
to the work, it's nothing to you. Hard and 


ſtrange to bring old people to pray, to hear 
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penitent, ignorant ſinner ; when a Man hath Senem e- 
"travell'd all the day ina quite contrary way, Fudire & 


mortuum 
curare, 1- 
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with delight, and love the Ward, and diſ- 
courſe of good things, that were never ugd 
to it. They can tell you old Rlortes, that 
neither profit you nor themſelves. How 
ſweet will it be to live. upon old experiences, 
to have a Stock end Treafure when old age 
comes? David ſays, Thou art my hope, aud my 
truſt, from x youth, and thou wert then kind 
to me, in holding me up : Caſt me u0t off in the 
time of old age, forſake me non, now my ſtrength 
fatleth me. Thou baſs taught me from my youth, 
and I have declared, &c. Now alſo, when I an + 
old and gray-heaged , forſake me not. Time 
may come, when, with Hez«kiah, thou can'ft 
in prayer only chatter like a crane.,and mourn 
like 'a Dove. | 

How comfortable then willit be, to look 
back and ſay , Lord, remember how I have 


 walk'd before thee. with. a perfet+ and upright 


Heart | The truth 1s, it's dangerous running 
on: in theſe deceits in youth; it's much if 
ever they are recover'd again ; will not, I 
dare not, determine it. * Others, that never 


- heard of Chriſt and rich Grace, may to- 


wards the end of their days, as the Thief on 
the Croſs, be call'd at laſt. One on a death- | 
bed told me with great ſorrow and anguith, 
as the Soul was, going out of the body, 4 has 
convictions 12 my younger years, and.lo$t them, 
and could never recover them again. Now $4 . 
time of leiſure, you are not plung'd.in the 
cares, and labours, and ſnares of- the World ; 
now you had-necd be more watchful, becauſe 
1 i ESD It 
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1 whether he ſhall be Sav'd or Loſt. 
4s is a time of ſtronger temptations ; flee 
youthful luſts ; you are apt to be more con- 2 Tim. 2: 
-fident and ſecure, and fartheit off from death 22- 


and danger, and promiſe your felves tng 


Life and proſperity, and think *twil-be time 
' enough hereafter ; do not thus flatter your 
elves, are you afraid of being rich and hap- 


betimes ? is it not as good and neceſſary 


| to love and praiſe God now, as in old age ? 

; are you t60-young to be Holy, Humble, and 
"Heavenly ? are you ſure tolive to old age ? 

S how many die in their younger years ? A good 


young man dying, faid, How fad had it been 


' with me now, if I had left my great work ta doing 


till old age. What if whilſt you are thus flum- 


| bring-and ſleeping in ſecurity , the Bride- acarþ.2c. 


\ 


| prom ſhould come, and the door ſhonld be beg. 


at, and you have no Oyl of Grace in your 
Heart ? Should your days continue, the day 
of Grace may be gone, you may loſe precious 


advantages for your Souls, Heavenly Calls, 
and: able Miniſters; your Sun may ſet at 


noon ; it may be you may never hear more 


_ fo many awak'ning truths, if you loſe theſe; 
God may take away the means of Grace, 


but will never take away the Grace got by the 
means ; but ſhould yon hear as many more 
bleſſed truths, and gracious invitations, and 


*'wholſome counſels ; you may not have the 


ſtrivings of the ſpirit ; and you are as likely, 
nay more, to ſin away them, as yon do 
theſe :. If you think you ſhall be better here- 


. after, obſerve your Parents, or other aged 


S 4 perſons, 
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| perſons;, 'and ſee whether they be not as 
worldly, ſenſual , and flothful, in! Heavenly | 
work, andas far from Death and Judgement, 
in. their thoughts and {pre aration , as you. 
God would have you ſeek firſt his Kingdom, 
and remember your Creatour inyour youth, 
5 - and he knows what 1s. beſt ; this 1s the buſi- 
4 neſs of your whole lives. Why ſhould God 
© . and Heaven have only the dry bones. and 
dim eyes, and ſtaggering limbs, and feeble 
Nbi con- knees; and fin and vanity have the -flower, 
_ _ the ſtrength and marrow ? , Take heed of 
5»; far:. > thoſe fins now, that will rot your bones, and 
nam: make your, Souls roarzin old age, it you live 
. ſo long. ES 
You that are Aged and Fathers, will you 
yet hear and be wiſe ? you have one foot in 
the Grave, and the other in Hell, and both 
in Sin ; have you liyd all theſe days deſtroy- 
ing your ſelves, and heaping up wrath a- 
gainſt the day of wrath ? have you been quite 
out of the way ; and are weakneſs and decays 
coming upon you, gray hairs here and there ? 
do you perceiveit ? why may you not yet 
be wiſe ? ſome came at the 11th. hour, and 
were receiv'd. and rewarded. Away with 
your old courſes, cuſtoms, and fins, and 
ſay yet, why ſhould I not yet turn and live? 
WhensSin and the World call for more of thy - 
time, ſay, have you not had enough and too 
much already ? TI have but alittle left, and 
it 1 give you this, you have all, and then I 
| am utterly undone. Well, yet you. are ws 
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_ © the land of the Living : It is not your old, 
'and great, and many fins, will hinder 
' Mercy, but impenitency , want of tender- 
refs, and brokenneſs,- and this you muſt beg 
of God. MY 
\-* Youthat are Great, and Rich,and Mighty, 


will you be convinc'd, that your greateſt 


Portion in this World is but poor, baſe, and 
| beggarly, to what I offer you ? Can a Man 


be poorer than Death will make him, ſtript of 
gill ? When a covetous greedy wretch cries 


put at laſt, What, World, wilt thou not 
afford me a Corner, a Chamber, a Clo- 


fet, a Dungeon, a little Bread and Water ? 


' no, kick him out of doors, caſt him into 


the Grave, let him ſtink and rot, and leave 


all here toothers. 
- Ay, but I have roſe early, gone to bed 


late, eat the bread of ſorrow and careful- 


"neſs; I have deſir'd thy favour, fear'd thine 


anger, World,more than the wrath of God. 
I have: admir'd thy favourites, thongh | 
could not reach to it my ſelf, I have worſhip'd 
the riſing Sun ; and I have deſpis'd thy poor, 


"ragged, miſcrable Mourners; 1 haverun, and 


rid, ſweat, and pinch'd my bowels, wearied 
out my limbs, and all to get a little of thee : 
Nay, I haveſlighted God,neglected his Word 
and Work; when I ſhould have been at 
prayer in the Morning for my Soul, I have 
hearken'd to thy call, and run abroad to my 
held, or-to my ſhop, or to my games, ſeek- 


--ing for thy pleaſure and profit, and have pre- 


ferr'd 
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ferr'd it. above Godlineſs ; and T have tird 
my {elf about thy work all the day, that || 


I have neglefted God and my Soul at night; 
I have laught at, and deſpis'd thoſe in my 


Heart, that did mind reading and prayer,Gc. 


Tam,  M G. 


1 Cor. Ch. 
"x. 


when I'was getting mony, &c. and now God 
hath forſaken me and is angry, my Conſci- 
ence galls and terrifies.me,and wilt thou alſo 


calt me off? Yes, away with him, the place - 


that knew him ſhall know him no more. 
You that are poor, and low, and deſpis'd 
in the World, methinks you ſhould hearken, 
and be glad with theſe offers, and warnings, 
and counſels. You are poor here, but you 
may be rich in faith and Heirsof a King- 
dom, It's ſad, that you who can't expect 
much -4n this World , ſhould deceive your 
ſelves, and loſe Mercy in the other World 
tog3. Poor and wicked 1s a {ad ſight. 
Could I perfiade the Wiſe and the Lear- 
ned, the Polititian and the Scholar, to take 
heed of this dangerous miſtake and undoing? 
The Scripture tells you, not many Wiſe in 
this World are Wiſe to Salvation; and 


Chriſt ſays, theſe things are hid from the 


Wiſe and Prudent, and reveal'd to fuch as 
are but Babes in knowledge, to you ; it tells 
you, that theſe things are fooliſhneſs to 
thoſe Wiſe, and that they muſt become fools, 
before they can be Wiſe. Toſee a man ela- 
borate in his ſtudies ; ſearching Books, Arts, 


and Sciences, and into the nature of things, 


and not ſearch into your own jHearts and 


Lives; 


UM 
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| Lives 3 knowing many, molt things ,. and 
| not know the one thing needful. Do you 
* believe that plain diſtich to be true ? 


| : -- $4 Chriſtum diſcis, mihil eſt ſ cetera neſcis, 


Sz Chreiſtum weſcis, aihil e5t ſs cetera difcis. 


Paul was a Learned Man, and he counted 


All his Learning, and other Accompliſhments, 


but dung and dogs-meat, to this excellent 


knowledge. 


You, that have been bred up ISNOF antly J 


and have but little knowledge, may.you come 

«to Chriſt and the Word, and ſee whether you 
' may not yet learn and underſtand. - A man 

that is very poor uſt work the hardex, 


Such as are under great Temptat 


wicked Families, in bad Callipgs, yaythad 


- your Neighbours , mouth , ſoon catch fire ; 
take heed of all Temptations, all occaſions 
' of fin; as to wantonneſs,take heed oz wanton 


dalliances, filthy communication, - unclean 
actions, of ſecrecy and privacy; the Fleſh 
Inſteth againſt the Spirit, and if you live 
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after the Fleſh you muſt die ; to. be carnally Ro. 8.beg. 


minded is Death; come not near her door ; 


if 
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if-you are tempted by idle company to 


. drunkenneſs and idleneſs ; think, theſe are 


Soul-deſtroyers, avoid, come not near,them, 


as you would fave your Lives. 


Are you. of bad diſpoktions, haſty tem- 
pers, inclin'd to paſſion and wrath? take 
the more heed, watch your lips, the tongue 
is an unruly Member, ſet on fire of Hell, 
Are you apt to belch out raſh ſpeeches againſt 


- others ? think, this will moſt hurt and wound 


my ſelf: Take heed of wrath, and malice, 
evil-ſpeaking , back-biting, cenſuring, you 


. wound your Neighbours Name,and your own 


Souls. 
Are you backward to good, dead and 


flothful, and careleſs? think, this eaſe 1s but 
for a little while ; if I will not ſow now, I 
can't reap hereafter; if I will notrun, [I 
cant obtain. Shall others pray, and hear, 
and repent, and ſeek Heaven, and obtain it, 
and T loſe Heaven for want of asking ? is not 
ſuch glory worthy praying for ? then, ſurely 
it's worth nothing. What have I to do of 
greater concernment ? up and be doing for 
the Lords ſake ; fay, I have been idle and 
lazy too long: I have ſtruggId enough for 


the World, I ſee what that can do for me; * 


I have labour'd for that which is not bread, 


and doth not ſatisfie, and 1 will nowincline 
mine ears. to God, and hear, that my Soul 
may live, Say as thoſe Lepers, 2 Kings, 7. 


* Why fit we here until we die? if wewill go to 


the World, there is the Famine that all periſh, 
Eby . and 


UM 


and we ſhall die there, and if we ſit ſtill here in 

pur ſins, we die alſo; now therefore, come and 

' tet us fall into the hands of God, if hs ſave us 

alive we ſhall live, and if he caſt us off and kill 

us, we ſhall but die. Let us turn to the Lord, 

-who knows, but that he may have Mercy 

'on ns. . 

\- Are, you full of tronbles and croſles, 
Joſſes and -diſappointments , great croſſes 
in your Children by their wickedneſs, or 

loſs by Death? are you in debt, and great 

want ? go to God for this ſoul-ſaving Mercy, 
this will eaſe and relieve. 

\. Are you melancholy, ſad and dejeed, full 

of fears and doubts ,, fear Death, fear Gods 
anger, your ſins lye heavy ? come weary and 
heavy laden to Chriſt, and ſce whether you 
cannot find reſt for your Souls. 

- Are you in good Families, under lively 
means of Grace; have the Bible and good 
Books? prize and improve all; while the 
Sun ſhines, while the day lafts; now is the 
accepted time, now is the day of falyation. 

Are you Parents? watch over your Chil- 

' drens Souls , pray for them, inſtruct, teach, 

"reprove, perſuade them; many labour for 

their Childrens bodies ; be moſtly concern'd, 

that your Children be not undone and loſt 

+ Eternally. | | 

Are you Children? be obedient, traftable ; 
honour thy Father and Mother, that it may 

be well with you. It's dangerous finning 

this -way, It will fall on your own heads in 
this Lite. There 
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There have:been many remarkable v.40 


ces of Gods: hand againſt Children ir this 
Life, that have deſpis'd and diſobey'dtheit 
Parents 3. but; were It not now, all theſe fins 
hurt the offendor moſt , . and will deeply 
wound at laſt. Are you Maſters and Miſ- 
treſſes ? do not domineer and inſult ; ' and 
wrong + your Servants, knowing that you 
have a Maſter in Heaven ; wrong them not 


in their Wages, nor work, their cries come . 


up to God x oppreſs not the poor, nor hire- 
lings, nor needy ; your account is cone, 
and wrath on your Souls. 'fam.F. 1, 2; Weep 
.and houl, ye rich Men, (one would: think 
that belong'd to' the poor, ſick, and miſera- 
ble,) no, weep -you for your miſeries that 
ſhall come upon you ;. look not fo {trictly 
and eagerly after them and their work, as 
to negleCt your ſelves and your work. There 
is none here to call you to an account. 

Are you Magiſtrates and Goverriours ? 


how exa@, and vigilant, and wiſe,” ſhoul1 


you be ? 
Are you Miniſters ? what a great account 
muſt you give for your ſelves, and the Souls 
committed to your charge ? If the Watch- 
man ſleep, its worſe than another, that 
ſhould give warning, and prevent fire or an 
enemy ; if the Fountain be poyſon'd or 
corrupt, how the ſtreams ? what great guilt 
to Geſtroy ſo many ?. A Lawyer offends, that 
neglects his care, and makes falſe ſettlement, 
and undoes his Client; a Phyſician that neg- 
lects 


more: than them all. 
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Jets his Patient,” and preſcribes Poyſon for 
Phyſick, and kills the Body; bur 4 Minifter 


_ nw that negle@s. Souls, and gives 


ns: for Fiſh, and Serpents for Bread. 
| Othepriceof Souks % / 


-& Phyſician. could ſcarce earn his Pay or 
Livelyhood, that only read a Letture once 4 


week: in, a Pariſh or a publick place, and 


karnedly difcours'd of the nature of a Fea- 
vor, a Confumption, or Apoplexy, fhew'd 


the cauſes, the ſymptomes, and the evre; 


the people would be unwilling to give him 
1004. per Anpum, nor account themſelves 

much. benefited by him, unleſs he came to 

their Houſes, enqui'd into their D Diſtempers, 


felt their Pulſes, found-how their Head aked, 


or Bowels grip'd, apply'd ſuirable Medi- 
cines, ſee that they took it, and obferr'd the 
reſult. . Fhe truth is; a Phyſician- would be 
ftary'd for all his pluſh Coat ; and -s Lawyer, 
for all his great Houſe,if they did not ſtudy, 
and ' were Careful and ſucceſsful,- perſons 
would! give: them nothing. But a Miniſter, 
Preachor not Preach, ſee his people or live an 


too Miles off, and: laugh at them, goes to 


the Law ' for his. Tythes; feeds "himſelf. 
thovgh the people ſtarves ; but ſuch wretches 
ſtarve, wound, and deſtroy themſelves mo#t. 
What a charge'i is-given,2Tim.4. beg.be infrant 


in. ſeaſon, our of ſeaſon, Paul, woe 1s me if 


F Preach not the Goſpel. He doth nor glory, 
have a better Parſdinage; but I baye labour'd 


How 
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How many uſeful Inferences 'may be 
drawn from the whole? —_ 

Then they are not the wiſe and happy, that 
the World account ſo, but whom God ac- 
counts ſo. A man may be rich, and yet mi- 


ſerably poor ; living and lively, and yet 


dreadfully dying ; high and honourable, and 
yet baſe and vile; wiſe and learned, and yet 
2 very. fool; confident. and preſumptious, 
and yet on the brink of Deſtruction. 

Then, no wonder good men are ſocauti- 
ous and wary, fo - fearful and. enquiring, 
doubting and ſinking, you can't blame them, 
they are afraid of being undone :. Let them 
ſearch and try, pray and cry, run-and fight, 
it's for - their, Lives. You blame not the 
Worldlings,for their care and diligence,their 
wiſdom and labour ; they areaccounted, wiſe, 
and take their Seaſons ;, they do not negled 
_ Sowing' tull they ſhould Reap ; :no, riſe at 
Night to Plow, when they ſhould ſleep. 

Blame not good men, if they take all the 
beſt Seaſons, it's their wiſdom, their ſafety, 
their happineſs, that they take their younger 
years, greedily catch after all ſeaſons of 
Grace; take the time, when they have 
ſtrength, and their Hearts beſt in frame. 

No wonder they prize  that-Company, 
thoſe Miniſters beſt , that will. help them 


againſt this deceit; glad to. have the moit 


ſearching, awakening Word, willing that 
the Word ſhould ſearch the bottom of che 
Wound, though it puts them to pain and 
{marting. Hence 


whether he ſhall be Sav'd or Loſt. 
Hence 'tis,they are more afraid of the leaſt 


- fin, than the greateſt ſuffering; that they 


cannot , dare not, do as others, though re- 
roach'd, ſcorn'd, perſecuted ; they think it 
range, but theſe know, there is great danger 

in the leaſt ſin, it wounds to the Hearr, and 

wounds Eternally. SE, 

| Therefore theſe prize pardoning Metcy, 

Free-Grace, Jeſus Chriſt, and wonderfully 


\ extoll and exalt it; they can't enough glory . 


in Jeſus Chriſt, and him Crucified, as their 
SAVIOUr. 

| Therefore are they ſo contented with the 
leaſt allowance, and the greateſt troubles. 
Theſe things are not my portion, 'nor theſe 


a 


loſles my Hell. Strike Lord, ſtrike, my eri, Do- 


ſitis are pardon'd, 1/a: 33. 24. they ſhall not mine;feri, 
fay they are ſick; he doth not ſay, they are &*: 


not ſick ; bat they ſhall not regard it ; why ? Lutker. 


their iniquities are forgiven. 

Therefore are they often ſo willing to die, 
long to be diſlolv'd, becauſe they know, it's 
far better. 

If fo many be deceiv'd, and the danger fo 
great , then ſalvation-work is not ealfie, 
triting, common work, as the moſt make 
it. Certainly it's hard to eſcapeall the dan- 


gerous ſnares,there 15 ſomewhat to take with 


theſe wicked Hearts ; we can't enough watch 
againſt our ſelves, and bewail our own de- 
ceitful Hearts. No wonder, good men ſo 


much. bewail their evil Natures; there is 2 


inare in every thing, in our meat, and drink, 
and 
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and ſleep, in our prayers and hearing, in our 
converſe and ſolitude, when lifted up, proud; 
when caſt down, murmur ; when far off from 
Death, ſevere; . when draw nigh , over- 
whelm'd and confounded. The Devil knows 
how to bait for every temper , he knows 
your conſtitutions ; if proud, he ſets before 
you your abilities, your eſteem in the World, 
and it may be more than it is, and your good 
works; if covetous, he propoſes gain, and 
much increaſe this and that way, and it may 
| be upon others; if melancholly, he will 
drive to ſadneſs and deſpair. if chearful, to 
wantonneſs and gayety ; it alone, he tempts 
to vain thoughts; if in companys, to vain 
diſcourſe; if your enemies before you, pro- 
voke you to hate or hurt them; if your 
friends, to love them over much, to flatter 
and applaud them ; if you are lazy, and ſloth- 
ful, and careleſs about Religion, keep you 
from Prayer, hearing or reading ; if you are 
inclin'd to hear or pray, tempt you to for- 
wality and coldneſs, or to hypocrifie and 
vain-glory : Are you careleſs, preſumptious, 
and confident of your ſpirituatcondition ? : 
he ſays,all is well, never fear ; are you fear: 
ful and doubting? he tells you there 1s no 
hope, no help for you. Thns the adver- 
fary uſeth all means to deſtroy, and we cloſe 
in with all his Temptations, and hurt our 
ſelves. | 

Now yon hear a Sermon but once a week, 
read a Chapter now and: then, meet with 
good 


' drink, how many MS So did he 
2 


good company, and diſcourſe ſeldom ; but 
theſe tempters and temptations are with 


you lying down and riting up, in all places, 


company, and conditions. 

Learn hence, that it is an unſpeakable 
mercy, aſtoniſhing goodneſs, the mighty 
power and wiſdom of God, if a Saul be 
fav'd and deliver'd. Heaven is but enough to 
admire, praiſe and magnifie this diſtinguiſh- 
ing Grace and Goodneſs. When a Soul 
ſhall ſee atlaſt, how ſhe eſcap'd ſuch a dan- 
gerous ſnare; deliverd this and that way, 
and when eſcape irom every Temptation. 

The Lord only knows how, quid.q uando, 


' quomodo; what is the bet means, time, 


and way, to deliver the Godly out of Temp- 


' tation ? 


On the other hand, how fad and doleful 
the condition of every wicked Man, every 


- loſt Soul, that runs on to deſtruftion ; he 
knows alſo how to reſerve the unjuſt to the , pe;.2 9. 


day of Judgement, to be puni{h'd. 


He keeps them, maintains and feeds them, gre. 


the wicked eat of his bounty, breath in his 
Air; enjoy the Light of his Sun, Moon, and 
Stars. 


He preſerves them, from many evils and przfer- 
dangers her, from many fore Diſeaſes, and yare. 


when ſick, reſtores them; when wounded, 
heals them.He preſerves them long as the old 
World, till Noah was in the Ark; he ap- 
pointed how many days they ſhould eat and 


AS 
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asto Sodom, that very Morning the Sun ſhin'd 
forth as formerly, till he did rain Fire and 
Brimſtone. This ſinners account a favour. 

Reſervars But all this while, he doth but reſerve them 

for to be puniſh'd, to be deſtroy's ; not to be 
pitied, pardon'd, honour'd, and fay'd ; but 
as Priſoners in a Goal, in Chains, kept cloſe, 
ſafe, and faſt, till they are brought forth to 
Fudgement, and to DeſtruCtion. 

Reckon then upon nothing you have or en- 
joy, or you ſeem to have, or hope to be, unleſs 
you can upon good grounds hope that you 
are the Children of God, and can rejoyce in 
hope of the Glory to come ; andif fo, en- 

'vy not the proſperity of the wicked, nor 
bewail your own condition, though ſee- 
mingly never ſo poor and miſerable, at the 
preſent. 

Be ſure to hold on, and hold out to your 

Gal. 6.9, Death; be not weary in well-doing, and you 

5 ſhall reap, if you faint not: And the nearer 

you come to the Grave, the more haſten 
homeward ; look for, and haſten to the co- 
ming of your Lord. Said a good man, when 
diſſuaded in old age, not td ſpend himſelf ſo 
much in his goodworks,ſaid he,ſhall I leſſen 
my pace,when'l am ſo near home ? There 1s 
much in that, Bleſſed is that Servant, whom, 
when his Lord he cometh, ſhall find well-dojng. 1 
know perſons make a great a-do about the 
dying words of Men and Women; O ! they 
died like a lamb, but how did they live, like 
ſwine and dogs ? one cries, pluck up a good 
Heart, 


whether he ſhall be Sav'd or Loſe. 


| Heart, man, alas! he hath none to pluck up. 


' Another ſays, call upon God : Alas! ſaid 
a linner under agonies to me, how dare you 


| ſpeak to God forme, that have been all my 


ays fo vile? I foreſaw all this wrath and 
miſery long ago; I call'd my Soul to an ac- 
count, and told itallthis, how't would be ; 
O! that I could bea warning to all others ; 


if God will damn, caſt me off, he is juſt and 


righteous, 1 have nothing to ſay ; af he will 
ſave me, twil be unſpeakable Mercy. I 


- know all ſend for a Miniſter to ſpeak com- 


fortably to the dying, good or bad. A Phy- 
fician may tell them, the Patient 1s thus and 
thus ſick, and when dangerons; but a Mi- 
niſter muſt ſay, all is well, chear up. But 
God bids us ſay only to the Righteous, it 
ſhall be well with them, and t9 the wicked, 
woe ; and Chriſt ſays, it the houſe be wor- 
thy, peace ſball abide, and if not, go away. 

It is not in the power of all the Angels in 
Heaven, nor the beſt Miniſters on earth, to 
ſpeak peace to a wicked man dying; There is 


- 20 peace, ſaith my God, to the wicked; but he j,.57.1aft. 


is like the troubl'd Sca, reſtleſs, and caſting 
out mire, and filth of fin, and ſhame, and 
ſorrow. What ſhall we ſay to one,that hath 
liv'd in ſenſuality, pride, and wantonneſs,in 
drunkenn2ſs, and intemperance,in negle& of 
God. and all that is good, in contempt of his 
word and works, that hath ſerv'd the Devil, 


his Luſts, and the World, all his days, that 


never pray'd one quarter of an hour hear- 
3 tily, 
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buffeting, and ſpitting on his bleſſed face, 


y 
| | 


Every Mans grand Intereſt and Enquiry 
tily, nor read the Word withany delight ? 
ſhall we fay toſuch a one, well done, good and 
faithful ſervant, you have been abounding in the 
work_ of the Lord, you have fought a good for, 
you have prayd without ceaſmg, you have been 
faithful to God, to your Neighbours and your 
own Soul? would the perſon believe us, or 
rather think we jear him ? Ay, but he is pe- 
nitent and very ſorry for his fins, and cries 
to God for Mercy. It's well, if it be ſincere; 
you, his friends, are willing to believe ſo, fo 
you are that hewill live again, though he be 


. juſtdying,he muſt not be told of it ; but is 


it any token that T1 have a great love and 
kindneſs for you, becauſe I run under your 
roof for ſhelter, when a dreadful ſtorm is 
ready to ſwallow meup ? AI I ſhallfay, is, 
that I have found ſome to appearance near 
Death, very penitent and good, full of hearty 
reſolutions and- promiſes, that have reco- 
ver'd, and turn'd as bad, or worſe than be- 
fore ; as ſtrength came, ſo corruptions grew ; 
that I have very little charity for a Death- 
bed Repentance. 

I know the Thief on the Croſs is the - 
grand and only.inſtance made uſe of, not to 
bring to Repentance, but to keep men from 
it till that very time, and that hath brought 
many a Thief to the Gallows. That was an 


_ extraordinary inſtance ; he was wonderfully 


wrought upon, and changd : To own a 
Chriſt upon the Croſs , when others were 


uP=- 
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uypbraiding,and ſaying, ſave thy ſelf; and at 


this time to reprove his fellow Thief, to 
confeſs his own fault; to acknowledge and 


_- own Chriſt to be Lord, to own him to be a 


Saviour of the World, that was dying him- 
ſ1f, a cruel, and curſed, and ſhameful Death ; 


to own him as one that conld ſave ſuch a - 


a great, vile, and curſed Sinner as he was, 


that men would not fave; nay, to owna 


Kingdom, a Crown, for him that was nail'd 
to the Croſs ; and that he was willing to go 
and be with him, for all that ſhame and con- 
tempt; belides you can't expedt ſuch an in- 
ftance, the Saviour of the World would 
ſhew now at his Death, that he was a Savi- 
our of Sinners, and would carry one 
with him from the Crofs to his Crown. 
The other Thief was not ſfav'd by him , 
though he died on the other ſide, ſo near 
Chriſt. It's likely, this may be his firſt 
call, you have refus'd many. The reaſons 


why perſons are ſo willing to plead this 


way, 1s, becauſe they would have this World 
while they can, and paſs into Heaven at laſt. 
Do not thus deceive, and flatter, and de- 
ſtroy your ſelves. 


Again, why do, you trifle, and are moit 
careleſs, that little time you ſpend in Hea- 
venly work. God allows you much time 
about the World, fix days in ſeven, and the 
ſeventh the World hath uſually ; and if you 
pray or read, then dead, dull, fleepy ; alive 
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about the World all day, work and talk, 
and not weary nor complain. Should a man 
allow his ſervant all the day for his eating 
and drinking, and his own work, only re- 
quire an hour in the day for his proper and 
immediate ſervice, he muſt needs be highly 
offended to find him ſleeping and trifling then? 
God allows you much time, almoſt all the 
day and night for your eating, and drinking, 
and-ſleeping, and worldly works, and de- 
lights; and will you, dare you, trifle that 
little ſhort hour in a day at your prayers? 
. Methinks, I am loth to believe you unre- 
ſolv'd and quiet in your loſt undone condi- 
tion ; Ileaveitto you to debate the buſineſs 
with your own Souls. Say, Ihave loſt much 
time already, never to be recall'd ;.I1 have 
but a little time more toenjoy what now 
ſeem to have in Poſſeſſion. LTP 
- . I have but alittle time more to debate the 
buſineſs, and to reſolve, whether I ſhall be 
ſayd or periſh. Death is at hand, and that 
15 the trap-door, that will let me into Hea- 
ven or Hell. Many of my friends and acquain- 
tance are gone already ; I ſee-good and bad 
men haſten away, Heaven and Hell fill a- 
pace every day ; when they are gone, you 
hear no more of them, and therefore are 
ſecure. | TEC | 
May I not do this Heavenly work, and 
enjoy as much as I-do of theWorld {tiIl? Ei- 
ther this 1s true,that there is ſuch an happineſs 
or miſery, or nat ? if it be not true, Iſee 
Gen | | nor 
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- not but ſuch as pray, as mediate, and walk 


circumſpectly, live as comfortably as we do, 
that neglect all this Heavenly work, and run 
into. ſin, and on this account, they are in 
as happy condition as we ; but if this be true, 
woe, woe to me that ever I was born; 
'twould have been well for me that I had 
been a Toad, a Dog, and could periſh as 
they; better have the Heart of a Swine, 
than of a man, and not love God. My 
Horſe, and my Ox and Sheep, will riſe up 
in Judgement againſt me, they work and 
ſerve me, ſeem delighted and thankful, when 


forget my Lord and Maker, that feeds and 
maintains me: The Ground brings forth 
Graſs and Corn after Rain and Sun-ſhine, 
but I am barren and unfruitful, and bcar 
briars and thornes under ſo many fruitful 


ſhowers. Alas! alas! what have I done? 


what will become of me ? What account 
can I give for Sermons or good Books, and 
good examples; good Bread, arid Drink, 


and Meat, and have been unthankful and un- 


grateful ? How may I fit down and mourn 
alone, and refuſe to be comforted ? I am 
undone, Iam loſt, I am certainly haſtning 
a-pace to Eternal Deſtruftion. Well, is it 
impoſſible, that I may yet recover, is their 
no hope, no help, tor ſich a loſt ſinner as I 
am ? Did not Chriſt come to ſeek and ſave 
that which was loſt ? why ſhouldI not turn 
and live ? O, that yet I may be accepted. hn 
| | calls 
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on Queen 
Elizabeth. 
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calls me, Chriſt intreats me. This Treatiſe 
is now ſent me, to perſuade, and intreat me 
to turn to the Lord, and ſeek for Mercy and 
live. 1 come, Lord, at thy call and command, 
I caſt away my Rebellious Arms; I give uþ 
my ſelf to thy Government, Lord, yet im- 
ploy me.and make uſe of mein thy ſervice ; 
I will never more depart from Thee ; put 
thy fear in my Heart to this end, and never 
leave nor forſake me. 


To Conclude all, it can't be expreſt nor 
thought, how happy and bleſſed the Soul 
ſhall be that ſhall be {av'd. I have ſpoken 
ſomewhat, but alas ! the half can't be ex- 
preſt nor underſtood ; we know as little of 
the other World, asa Child in the Cradleof 
this World. I have but cloath'd the Chriſtian 
In Rags,how will they appearin their ſhining 
Robes ? One ſays, praiſe 1s but the tribrte of 
Man, true worth is the gift of God. I have 
been aſtoniſht to read ſome Expreſſions, as 
that, John 17. after many excellent Prayers 
for them, and loving compellations of them, 
he Concludes, and ſhuts up all at lait, Father, 
that they all may be one, as thou Father art ir 
me, and I in thee, that they alſo may be one in 
zis,, that the World may believe thou haft ſent me. 
V. 22. And the Glory which thou gaveſt me, 
I have given them, that they may be one, even 
as we are one. Again, v.23. IJ jn you, and 


thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one, 
that the World may know that thou haſt ſent me, 
_ and 
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and baſt loved them, as thou baſft loved me. 
v.. 24- Father, I will, let them alſo whom thoa 
haſt given ame, be with me, where I am, that 
they may behold my Glory. Again, v. laſt. That 
the Life wherewith thou haſt loved me, may be 
in them, and I in them. They are words we . 
can't underitand, till we come to Heaven ; 
1 can't open them. Phil. 3. 21. Whoſball 


| change our vile ; Body, and make it like unto his 


Glorious Boay. 

x John, 3. 1, 2. Behold, what manner of love 
hath the Father beftowed on us, that we ſhould 
be called the Sons of God: We know not how 
great and wonderful; ay, but the World 
dort ſee ſo much in it, nor doth it yet ap- 
pear, but when he ſhall appear, we ſhall be 
like him,for we ſhall ſee him as he 1s : What 
that is, I muſt leave to the great day. $2 
. Blefſed;a Thouſand times Bleſſed are thoſe 
that are thus Wonderſully, Gloriouſly , and 
Eternally Sav'd. | 
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A more particular Concluſion. 


TD Y the more general Corcluſror, you may 
B ſee that the deceit is Univerſal, an E- 
pidemical Diſeaſe ; that moſt ſee it in others , 


few in themſelves ; moſt 'cenſure and con- 


demn others, few judge and condemn them- 
ſelves, and ſo will be judg'd and condemn'd 
of the Lord ; you ſee, that all without me 
1s nothing to me, unleſs I am good myſelf, 
_ though God is never ſo good and gracious in 
himſelf,and to others, yet is he a dreadful de- 
ſtroying enemy to me ; though Chriſt is a 
precious Saviour to others,yet a terrible judge 
and deſtroyer to me ; though the Bible be 
. full of Grace, Mercy, and Truth, there 1s 
not one comfortable Word to me ; though 
my Father and Mother be kind and tender, 
my Wife loving, my Children ſweet, plea- 
ſing, and obedient ; yet all 'of them can't 
help to ſave me ; though I have heard many 
good Sermons, read many good Books, been 
in much good company, yet all have done 


me no good, but I am more wicked and a- 


bominable in ſinning againſt ſuch Light ; 
though I have pretended to. put up many 
Prayers, made a large Profeſſion, ſeem'd to 
others good and Godly, yet my Heart was not 
right 
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right with God, I did but diſſemble, and I 
am utterly undone. - As for outward endow- 
ments &.accompliſhments,my reaſon and un- 
derſtandinglI did not employ about the beſt 
objets, to the higheſt ends; my Tongue 1 
may bite in peices, and ſpit with indignation 
out of my Mouth, that hath ſpoken idly, 
vainly, and wickedly, ſo long, and little 
or nothing to Gods Glory, the.good of 0- 
thers and mine own comfort ; my ſtrength 
and beauty, I have boalted of ; my Clothes 
and outward Ornaments, I have been proud 
of, thongh others have defpisd me, when [ 
thought they admir'd me, or rather my Ap- 
parel; and beſides, was it never fo rich and 
gaudy, 'twas forgotten in a year or two af- 
terward ; and now all 1s gone; andſuch a 
rich Feaſt, a twelve-month paſt yields not 
the leaſt reliſh and favour in my thoughts 
now. Had I fed the poor, cloath'd the 
naked, out of true pity and tenderneſs to 
. them, and love to Godthen had it heen com- 
fortable in the review. I have pleas'd ray 


ſelf ſtill in what was to come, in proſpect. 


of future happineſs, when yonng, in a 
Married condition 3 when Married, in my 
Children ; when grown up, in their well- 
matching, and fo in their Children. But 1 
ſee this 15 {til all ſomewhat without me, and 
beſides my ſelf. I have ſeen the moſt and 
beſt of the World, and what it can do for 
me ; it's like, I may never eat, and drink, 


and {leep, with that pleaſure I have, any more, 


my 


285 


286 


Deut, 32. 
39. 


my. later days may- be fill'd with ſorrow, 
pains, and decays. Many of thoſe that did 
laugh, and eat, and drink with me, have 
been rotting in the Grave ſome years, what 
is become. of their Souls, I know not : God 
hath yet proleng'd my days to this moment, 
this may be my laſt call and warning ; and 
within a day or two, a week, a month, a 
year, others may think and talk of me, as 
I do of others now ; why may I not now caſt 
off other matters, and fit down and con- 
ſider, whatT am, what I havedone, whither 
I am going ; how 'tis with me at preſent, and 
how it's like to be with me very ſhortly ? 

T may verily conclude, I am not to con- 
tinue here as now I am z where is the Man or 
Woman that lives always ? It's true, Men 
are immortal in their thoughts;that is, they 
rarely, or never come toa determinate time, 
to think I muſt nowdie; let a Man be old 
or weak, he thinks I ſhalllive this day, and 
to morrow, and when that comes, he {till 
accounts upon the next day, and friends 
{ti}1 hepe, till they gaſp and breath out the 
laſt; nay, ſome pull and rub them when 
dead, and feign would bring to Life again, 
and when no hope, cry out in anguiſh, what, 
dead? what, dead? What, ſpeak no more 
to me, ſee me no more? no, Hands oft, 
Heart off, he 1s gone, paſt recovery, when 
God ſtrikes, he ſtrikes home, no riſing after 
his blow. See now,that I, even ] am he, and 
there is no God with me ; I kill, and I make 
allve, 
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alive I wound, and I heal, neither is there 


any that candeliver ont of my hand. I lift up 
my hand to Heaven, and ſay, I live for ever ; 
if 1 whet my glittering Sword, and mine 

. on judgement, P/al. ge. 3. 
Thou turneſt Man to Deſtruttion ; and ſayeſt., 


Return,ye Children of Men. Some would have 


it, return to the duſt , man, from whence 
thou cameſt ; but others, ſpoken ironically, 
return again to thy Houſe and Fanuly, to 
thy Life and Health again, if thou can'ſ ; 


* try,whether thou can'lt get out of my hands. 


Thou carrieſt them as with a Flood , as a- 
ſleep; as Graſs, flouriſh in morning, and 
wither at night; who knows thy power, 
according to our fear of thee it is, and 
much more ? So teach us to number our 
days, that we may be truly wiſe, nat that 


- we can number any ; but that they are not to 


be accounted upon at all; P/al. 39. 4: Lord, 
make me to know my end, and the meaſure of my 
days, that is, how frail I am. It's very hard 
to live under a believing ſenſe of it, that I 
ſhall die. 

I may certainly conclude, that here is no 
abiding place for me, let me cleave to the 
World never ſo cloſeand faſt, I muſt knock 
off, my houſe will caſt me out. . How happy 
and Bleſſed may 1 be in ways of Righteoul- 
neſs? how comfortable, living and dying ? ' 
what manner of perſon ſhall I be, if I come 
to Glory ? in how little time may I be a- 
mong Saints and Angels ? and what manner 

| Of 
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.of perſon ſhould I now be, inall holy con- 
yeriation and godlineſs? why may 'not 1 
. come to Heaven, as well as others ? 

_ _ How dreadfully miſerable ſhall I be, if I 
periſh, and am undone at laſt ; am'Enot on 


the brink of Heavenor Hell ?  Deathis the ' 


clap-door, once my Soul is gone out of my 


Body.; there is no change, nor alteration, 
no recovery, any more: Andſhall I thus go . 


on from day today, 'and never bring it to an 
head, to ſome reſult, whether I am like to 
bz fav'd, or periſh Eternally ? I have been 
convinc'd often, awaken'd and ſtartl'd ; 1 
have had frightful thoughts ta my Dreams, 
fear'd I have been falling down a'deep pre- 
cipice, or ſome ghaſtly enemies were laying 
hold of me, and no friend nigh, and I ſtrive 
to call and cry, and could not cry out ; 
have - often been terrified at an awak'ning 
Sermon, but all did wear off again ; LI have 
been ſometimes lick, and near death , and 
have promis'd, if God would ſpare me, 
I would certainly lead another courſe of 
Life, refrain ſuch and ſuch ſins, yea, all fin, 
and perform ſach duties daily and fervent- 
ly. But my wicked Heart hath deceiv'd 
and undone me, and 1 fear will | be 
too *hard for me to my dying day. My 
condition is ' dangerous, if not deſperate. 
Well, I may admire 'Gods goodneſs that I 
am yet alive, tbar yet 1 can ſpeak, and hear, 
and fee, that God hath not long fince put 
out theſe eyes, that have ſeen ſo much va- 
nity, 
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- pity, .and ſo ſeldom ſeen him in his word 


and works; that he hath not ſtrook me dumb, 
that have _us'd my Tongue fo little to his 
praiſe and glory ; that he hath not ſtrook me 


' dead long ſince, that have liv'd ſo unpro- 


fitably, nay, ſo provokingly. . Yet Tam a- 
live, once more I have this call and warning, 
who knows, but God hath thoughts of mercy 
to my. Soul? it he would have deftroy'd me, 


he might have done it long ago ; why ſhould 


I mot lye groveling in the duſt, be cover'd 


with ſackcloth and aſhes, fall down in tears " 


and anguiſh; cry mightily unto God, turn 

from my wickedneſs ? who can tell, but God 
may turn from his fierce anger, and I periſh 
not ? Why may not this time be a time of 


love? but then I mult do it preſently ; if I 


pur it off till to morrow;I ſhall then till ano- 
ther day ; I have been caught too often in 
that ſnare already ; why ſhould I not ſhut my 


feIf up from all company and diverſions, re- 


fuſe to be comforted or cal'd off ? I know; 
as ſoon as I go to private Prayer in my Cloſet, 


' though there be no body knocks at door, the 
World and other matters knock at my Heart, 


and call me off preſently ; I could never 
abide quietly at it, till I brought it to ſome 
good pals: | | | 

Well, I-am reſolv'd to hold my ſelf to it; 
my Body at leaſt I car ſhut up, and ſhut in 5 
my Heart will run away, I will call in Gods 


| 8ſſiſfence, who alone can command this un-, 
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rely wandting Heart ; as it is ſaid, who can 
know it? I the Lord ſearch it : So, who can 
rule' and 'mend it? none but God, I never 
yet could promiſe of my ſelf to ſtick to it 
one hour or two, much lefs one day ; and 
this 15 the main buſineſs of my Life. I am 
now reſoly'd,nothing ſhall hinder me ; 1 have 
ſpent'days and hours enough'about the World 
and vanity, the time paſt may ſuffice, and is 
too much, that I have walked after the courſe 
of this Word. I will now give up my ſelf 
to this- great and ſolemn work- I know, JI 
ſhall have excuſes and delays, now is not a 
fit- time, I can't- be private, or I have other 

Matters, ſuch expe& 'ye ; the -. Devil, the 
World, and your Hearts, will' find you out 
ſomewhat. No, i'le hearken to them no more ; 
no, this1s the time, I will take another time 
for that : Ay, but then let half an hourſerve 
no, 1 will have half the day, all the day, 
and all the night, and to morrow too; if I 
can't finiſh it, I will now+bring it to ſome 
good iflue, if poſſible. This will be too grie- 
yous and troubleſome to fleſh and blood, to 
thy Body and thy Friends ; I have been kind 
enough,too kind to them already ; what cant 
they be ſatisfied, unleſs 1 deſtroy Body and 
Soul for them, to pleaſe and ſerve them ? 
why ſhonld this ſeem :{o much and grievous ? 

I can falt a whole day for the Health of my 

Body, and take griping and bitter Phy- 

fick ; and do I not need Vomits for my foul 

Stomach, and ſharp Phylick for my Soul ? I 

Can 
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can attend my Husband or Child, if ſick, 
and dying, and not eat day after day, nor 
fkep in the night, watch and cry, watch 
and ftrive, and think no pains too: much ; 
and ſhall I not now cry, and watch; weep 
and pray for my poor Soul, my precious 


- and immortal Soul ? I can't ſave my.Husband 


or Child from Death, but my Soul may be 


fav'd trom Everlaſting Death: I can deny 


my {elt food and comforts a. long time, when 
my dear friend is dead, weep over the Grave, 
think and talk of him night and day; and 
what,ſhall I ſpend no time to bewail my dead 
Soul eſtrang'd from God , without hope, 
without Chriit and God, in this World,and 
will; if not timely prevented, be without 
them for ever? I can deny my ſelf food, and 
eaſe, and ſleep, in following the World ; if 


_ riding Journy's, if getting Mony in Market, 


or Fairs, if ſelling an Eſtate, it entring on 
a-great, hopeful, and gainful Voyage; not 


mind meat or drink a day together, - ſcarce 
ſleepin the nighr, riſe early in the morning, 


work hard all the day, and not begrudge my 
pains, if get. but imall matters; and ſhall I 
not ſt to this work heartily; when 1 may do 
it alone without others aſliſtence, and do it 
thorowly, and get far greater Mercy, and on 


; bettey terms, and all made ſure to my 


Soul ? 


T can deny my ſelf food and eaſe, at my 
pleaſures and ſports; ride all day in per- 
u2 _ ting 
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ſuing my Game, fit up all night at Cards 
and Dice, unwearied in attending on Plays, 
pleas'd hours in reading Romances; and if 
lower in the World, I have ſpent days and 
hours in ſports and recreations, and ſhall T 
begrudge one day, -or two days, about a buli- 
neſs of :{uch concernment ? 


I have ſpent many days and weeks in ſer- 
ving, my friends, in adviling and afliſting 
others, and was never ſo kind to my ſelf, as 
to 7, pend one ſolemn day thus about my 
'-\ | 


I have. ſpent Months and Years about my 
Houſe, my Grounds, my Cattle, my Mony ; ' 
and never yet ſet apart one week about my 
Soul, my, Self; I have ſpent many hours at 
Prayer, Reading, Hearing, Sabbaths, Faſts, 
and Sacraments , till I was quite weary in 
performing the outſide Service, but never 
yet ſearchr my Soul to purpoſe, whether I 
have got any real good. | 


God, in his providence, hath made me lye 
on a fick Bed, or brought me under great 
troubles and loſſes, and made me faſt, and 
weep, and groan, nights and days, andmay 
yet caſt me under many more ; and were [ 
not better willingly chooſe to faſt,and weep, 
ſearch, and cry, becauſe of my ſins, and I may 
prevent ſuch doleful nights and days ? My 
friends, if good, and Miniſters, have ene 

an 
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and pray'd, and God hath waited a long 
time, and call'd, and his ſpirit hath been 
grievd, and I not yet grieve and mourn in 
{ecret. | 


I muſt, whether I will or no, very.ſhortly 
lye days and nights under the Earth, and not 


eat nor drink, nor enjoy this World months 


and years, yea, ' no: more; and ſhall I think 
it much to deny my ſelf a few days and 


- nights, and may hereby prevent Everlaſting 


roarings and yellings, pains, and horror, 
for ever? If I ſow in Tearsa httle while, 
| may reap an Harveſt of joy; my worldly 
grieving for friends have done no good, but 
increaſe my ſorrows, and work Death ; but 
this godly ſorrow may make way for Ever- 


laſting joys. Shall I lye in the Grave ſcores 


and thonſands of years, and not deſcend in 
my thoughts, and dwell there one day or 
night together ? 


Had I done it ſooner, might it not have 
prevented the loſs of much precious time, 
many bleſſed ſeaſons, prepar'd me for ſore 
trials, and made all conditions good to me ? 


Well, yet I have this time, Imuſt not, 1 
will not, I cannot loſe it. I will hearken to 
the Fleſh,” to the Devil, to the World, no 
longe r, no more. © 

u - Now 


w 
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Now fixing on the time, ſetting it apart 
with full reſolution, I will ſet to the work 
heartily, and perform it thorowly; 1 will 
ſearch, and ſearch again, and know, how 

matters ſtand betwixt God and my Soul. 
If, upon ſerious enquiry, I find that all 1sont 
of order, and my Soul isin a. ſad, and pe- 
riſhing condition ; all the World ſhall not {a- 
tisfie and quiet me. What it I havethealth 
and eaſe, and riches, and friends at. preſent, 
theſe can't help, nor comfort, nor divert 'me 
much longer. None but Chrift , nothing 
but pardon, can ſatisfie my Conſcience, com- 
fort my Soul,nor make me truly happy. Why 
may not Chriſt be my Saviour, my help, my 
ſalvation ? Give me Chriſt, or elſeI die, and 
that Eternally. I am not excepted in the 
calls of the Goſpel, in the offers of Mercy. 
I am willing tocomein, and giveup my ſelf 
wholly to God. Here is Head, Heart, Soul 
and Body, Tongue, and Lite,all at thy com- 
mand and diſpoſe. I have wearicd my ſelf 
for very vanity, and miſtook my main buli- 
neis, and errand, in this World. O Lord, 
thon haſt no pleaſare in my Death, but hadſt 
rather I would turn and live; torn me, O 
Lord, and I ſhall be turn'd ; It's thine own 
work, work in' me both to will and to do of 
thine own good pleaſure. I not only en- 
2age thus upon preſent convictions and a- 
wakenings, but I reſolve in full purpoſe of 
Soul, to cleave to Thee all my days, keep it 
ever in the purpoſe of my Hearrv. I mult go 
Y | down 
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down into. the World again with my Body, 
but, Lord, keep my Heart ſtill with Thee ; 
keep me by Thy Almighty power , thorow 


Faith unto Salvation ; never leave, nor for- 


Jake me, and put Thy fear into my Heart, 
that I may never depart from Thee. I know 
my Heart is hard, dead, deceitful; Lord, 
glve me a new Heart, a tender Heart, a bro- 
ken Heart , an humble, ſincere Heart; an 
Heart for Thy ſelf after Thine own Heart, 
that I may love Thee continually. 


Thus follow on the work the whole day 
together, gonot off preſently ; but pray, and 
ſearch, promiſe, and vow, and pray again ; 
ſay, Lord, ut there be yet any deceit, any 
ſecret evy}, ſearch, root 1t ont, and Icad me 
in the way Everlaſting. lam now willing to 


_ be wholly Thine, always Thine, and then I 


am ſure l am truly mine own. . I know, this 
is hara work for one not us'd to ordinary 
faſting, and prayer, and trial, The Horſe, 
not usd to daily Riding and Exerciſe, 1s 


_ unfit preſently for a Race. It's hard for 


ſuch to work all the day,” that do not work 
an hour or two daily betore hand. But ſuch 
is my urgent neceſſity, and preſent need, that 
I mult now ſet to it without delay, and mnit 


do it to purpoſe, or as good not do it at. all. 


The Lord help you to be ſincere, faithful, 
and unwearied, in this blefſed work, and it 
may be the beſt day you ever ſpent in your 
Lives, and you may have cauſe to bleſs God 
u4 for 


295 


296 Every Mans grand Intereſt and Enquiry 


for it to all Eternity. What would Thou- 
ſands jn ' Hell give for ſuch an opportunity, 
if they had it, and it could be bought with 
Gold and Silver. or any pains and induſtry ? 
I doubt not, but were it in my power to offer 
ſuch terms to a dying Man, that cries, and 
begs for. Life, O that God would ſpare him 
a little longer; as an extravagant young 
Man ſaid on his Death-bed, could I Live 
but one year more, though but 1n Sackcloth 
and Aſhes: Could I make any Propoſals, I 
doubt not but Icould make my own terms ; 
as if God will ſpare you, will you promiſe 
me faithfully to ſpend an hour every-morning 
and evening on your knees at prayer ? will 
you read ſo many Chapters daily ? will you 
ſpend one whole day every week, in faſting, 
Prayer, and weeping ? I doubt not, but many, 
moſt that areawaken'd and ſenſible, would 
anſwer, ay, with all my Heart, and be glad 
with ſuch ſeaſons, rather than with days of 
mirth and folly ; rather than eating, drink- 
ing, and ſinning, Well, why can you not 
be Wiſe, and willing, thus in time, before 
it 1s too late? 1 hope, all this will prevail on 
{ome, to ſet to this work preſently and hear- 
tily, if God bleſs it to your Souls, it will be 
ſo. I can butſetit before you, if you will 

you may ſtill move on in your old courſe an 

ways. The Lord grant, if it be his bleſſed 
will, none of you that read theſe lines, may 
be fooliſh, deſperate, and hardn'd to your 


Þ | 
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own Deſtruction. 


pw 
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One ſuch private, retir'> day, may he of 
more uſe to you, than all the publick Seaſons 


and opportunities of Grace. 


Now yon are alone ; have time and Ica- 
ſure to meditate,and ſearch, to look back on 
your Lives, to look into your Hearts ; when 
you are In company, reading or praying, 
you mult go along with what is in hand. 


But now you may ſometimes read, ſome- 
times pray, ſometimes meditate ; think of 
ſin, till you feel its weight and burden, its 
guilt, ſting, and burning; think of Gods 
love in Jeſus Chriſt, till your Sonls are in- 
flam'd, and raviſht with love ; and you have 
nothing to hinder you but your wicked 
Hearts, and that, I confeſs, is bad enough ; 
as one ſaid toa good Man that was tronbl'd 
at the wickedneſs of the World, and faid, 
he would live alone, and leave all wicked 


. company ; faid the other, you muſt not then 


carry your Heart with you. However, you 
have but this one enemy to ſtruggle with ; 


- and yon may call in Gods help and aſliſtence. 


Well, think once, and again , 1s all well? 
may it not be better ? is thereno hope, no 
help ? ſhall I wiltully, and willingly, deſtroy 
my ſelf thorow mine own negle&t? Would. 
[ be thus cruel to my Friend, my Child ; if 
one days faſting, and weeping,and ſearching, 
and praying, would fave him ? ſhall 1 ſay, 
rather let him periſh Soul and Body to all 
| Eternity ? " 
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Eternity , than TI will thus ſpend a day on 


my knees,in pinching my Body ,and denying 
my ſelf the pleaſures of this Life ? 

What though a debancht Drunkard faid to 
his Phyſician, that told him, if he left not 
off drinking exceſlively, he -wonld loſe his 
ſight ; then farewel, dear eyes, rather than 
I will loſe my cups. Thus many ,-cruel to their 
Bodies, grow fat, unwieldy, ſickly, pain'd, 
have the dropſy,and yet not deny themſelves 
meat and drink ; if they are cruel to their 
Bodies, what hurt hath thy Soul done thee ? 
wherein hathit ſo. highly offended thee, that 
thou wilt deſtroy it to all Eternity, rather 
thandeny thy ſelt a little pleaſure, eaſe, and 
floth. What hath thy pamper'd, flothful, 
{inful fleſh, deſerv'd fo well at thy hands, that 
it muſt have all thy time, care, and pains, 
and pleaſure ; and not afford thy ſeli, one 
day, one week apart fromall worldly mat- 
ters? Pity, ſome pity, for the Lords ſake, 
for thine one ſake, on that Body and Sonl of 
thine, before it be too late, If nothing will 
prevail, now God ſends me with this meſlage 
of love to you; lad is that condition. Prov. 9, 
beg. Wiſdom hath builded her Houſe, killed 
her beaſts, mingled her Wine, furniſht her 


"Table, ſent forth us Miniſters to cry upon 


the higheſt places ; whoſo is ſimple, let him 


turn in hither, as for him that wanteth un- 
derſtanding, ſhe faith to him, comeeat of my 
bread, &c. forſake the fooliſh and live. 


Prov. 1.20, &c. She crycth in the chief place 
of 
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of concourſe, How long,ye ſimple ones, will 
ye love {implicity ;, turn you at my. reproof: 


Well, bur linners will not hear, turn, and 
live. Why then, v. 24, ©c. becauſe 1 have 
called, and-ye refuſed, ye have ſet at nonght 


my counſel, I will alfo laugh at your cala- 


mity, when your fear cometh as a deſolation, 
andyour deſtruCtion as a Whirl-wind ;, when 
diitreſs and anguiſh cometh on you, as it will 
certainly at Death. v. 2.8. Then ſinners may 
call, and 1 will not aniwer ; they may ſeek 
me early, and earneſtly, bur ſhall not . find 
me ; theirturning away ſhall ſlay them, and 
their proſperity deſtroy them : yet ver. lait, 
Who ſo hearkeneth to me ſhall dwcil fafcly, 
and ſhall be quiet from fear of evil. 


' ; , 
The Lord grant, that what 1 have written , 
and you have read, may not riſe up in judge- 
ment againſt us at the laſt day, to condemn us, 
By EET T0, 3 2 
becanſe of our negtctins {0 creat Salvation. 
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